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»7ydy paveldas Lite” NGO to the

Office of the President of the Republic of Lithuania
S. Daukanto sq. 3, LT-01122 Vilnius

E-mail: kanceliarija@prezidentas.It

RESPONSE TO THE LETTER DATED 2026-04-22, NO. 20-1506, REGARDING THE FATE OF THE VILNIUS CONCERT
AND SPORTS PALACE AND THE SNIPISKES JEWISH CEMETERY

Dear Chancellor P. Zapolskas,

We appreciate your correspondence outlining the position of the President of the Republic of Lithuania and the
initiative to break the current deadlock regarding this complex historical and moral issue. While we value the attention
shown, we feel compelled to share a deeper insight rooted in the pursuit of truth and reverence for our ancestors' memory.

On the Origins and Symbolism of the Building

We must confront an uncomfortable truth: the Vilnius Concert and Sports Palace is, in its essence, a relic of the
authoritarian Soviet regime, designed as a modern instrument of propaganda to exercise spiritual control over Lithuania
through mass spectacles. Attempting to link this brutal Soviet tool—constructed atop desecrated remains—with the
symbolism of the Restoration of Lithuania’s Independence is a grave historical anachronism.

The identity of a free state cannot be constructed upon foundations of coercion and the mockery of the
deceased. Transforming a vehicle of Soviet propaganda into a symbol of freedom would constitute a significant moral
defeat on the front of historical truth. We view current efforts to restore this “ghost building” not as a historical necessity,
but as a distortion of facts that replaces truth with propaganda regarding the individuals interred in the soil of Snipiskes.

On the Guardianship of the Cemetery and Authoritative Representation

The management and maintenance of the cemetery must be conducted with honor, in collaboration with
institutions that represent the genuine continuity of the Lithuanian Jewish tradition and maintain a direct link to the
descendants of those interred. While we respect the Lithuanian Jewish Community (LZB) as a political partner of the
Government, it must be noted that it lacks the specialized religious expertise required to resolve, manage and oversee the
cemetery according to the specific standards of the Lithuanian Jewish tradition. To meet those requirements, it is
incumbent to engage with authentic representatives of the international rabbinate who are willing and able to undertake
this responsibility. Unfortunately, it is important to note that relying on the involvement of the London-based Committee
for the Preservation of Jewish Cemeteries in Europe (CPJCE) often serves merely as an "alibi partnership" in the propaganda
theater, betraying a lack of will to engage honorably with the authentic Jewish world.

The Mission and Concrete Proposals of “Jewish Heritage Lite”

The mission of our organization is not only to preserve but to restore historical justice. The restoration of the
Snipiskés Jewish Cemetery is a fundamental objective of our activities. We are resolute in our commitment to mobilize
international human and financial resources and to engage in high-level political dialogue and executive decision-making.
We recall that in 2022, we offered support to the State Property Bank (Turto bankas) to conduct an independent expert
analysis of the building's technical condition, utilizing a world-renowned engineering firm. Although that proposal did not
receive ministerial approval at the time, we are prepared to act upon the President's current initiative as follows:

1. Resubmitting our proposal to the State Property Bank and the Vilnius City Municipality to fund and execute an
independent technical audit.

2. Ensuring transparency and competence, providing conclusions that are independent of political conjecture.

3.  Mobilizing the global Jewish community to support a solution that results not in another construction site, but in
the rectification of a crime that cries out to the heavens—a dignified memorial that Lithuania and the world need
far more than another conference center.

We believe that a true breakthrough will only be achieved when the courage to call things by their true names
overcomes the fear of losing Soviet concrete. True freedom begins with respect for those who can no longer defend
themselves.

With profound respect and hope,

P /‘-

| ,"Il ) )
e/

S

President, ,,Zydy paveldas Lite* NGO

Jewish Heritage in Lita - Society for the Preservation and Promotion of Jewish Heritage in Lithuania

IRS ID# 99-3572987

314 Central Ave, Lakewood NJ, 08701  1-718-578-4150 www.jewishlita.org  jewishlita.org@gmail.com




Directors

Rabbi Elchonon Baron
President

Jack Lyon

Vice President

Rabbi Eliyahu M. Cohen

Treasurer
Rabbinic Advisory Board

Rabbi Mechel Gruss

Rosh Yeshiva, Mayan HaTalmud
Lakewood NJ

Rabbi Yissochor Herzka

Rosh Kollel Zichron Yaakov
Yitzchok
Lakewood NJ

Rabbi Dovid Kamenetsky z”|

Jerusalem Israel
Executive Committee

Brian Brom, CEO

Afrivest Holdings, South Africa
Joseph Dorfman, CEO

JD Consulting, Brooklyn NY

Meir Gelley, CEO

Nationwide Healthcare

Daniel Moss, Associate
Credit Agricole CIB, New York NY

Avraham M. Muller,
CEO
KosherWest, Lakewood NJ

JEWISH HERITAGE IN LITA

2YDU PAVELDAS LITE
2026 m. birzelio 2 d.

V3] ,,Zydy paveldas Lite“

Lietuvos Respublikos Prezidento kanceliarijai
S. Daukanto a. 3, LT-01122 Vilnius

El. p. kanceliarija@prezidentas.lt

ATSAKYMAS | 2026-04-22 RASTA NR. 20-1506 DEL VILNIAUS KONCERTY IR SPORTO RUMUY BEI
SNIPISKIY ZYDY KAPINIY LIKIMO

Gerbiamas Kancleri P. Zapolskai,
Dékojame uz JUsy rastg, kuriame iSdéstyta Lietuvos Respublikos Prezidento pozicija bei siekis iSjudinti $j
sudétingg istorinj ir moralinj klausima is aklavietés. Vertiname parodytg démesj, taCiau jau¢iame pareigg
pasidalinti gilesne jZvalga, kuri kyla i$ pagarbos tiesai ir protéviy atminimui.
Dél pastato kilmés ir simbolikos
Turime pripazinti nepatogia tiesg: Vilniaus koncerty ir sporto riimai savo esme yra autoritarinio sovietinio
rezimo reliktas, suprojektuotas kaip moderni propagandos priemoné Lietuvos dvasiniam valdymui per masinius
renginius. Bandymas §j brutaly sovietinj jrankj, pastatytg ant iSniekinty palaiky, sieti su Lietuvos
Nepriklausomybés atkiirimo simbolika yra pavojingas istorinis anachronizmas.
Laisvos valstybés tapatybé negali biti konstruojama ant prievartos ir ty€iojimosi iS mirusiyjy pamaty. Sovietinés
propagandos jrankio pavertimas laisvés simboliu biity moralinis pralaiméjimas tiesos fronte. Siandienos
pastangas restauruoti $j ,,pastatg vaiduoklj” regime ne kaip istorinj bitinuma, o kaip fakty iSkraipyma,
sukeiiant totalitarine propaganda su $venta tiesa apie Snipiskiy Zeméje besiilsin¢ius Zmones.
Dél kapiniy priezidros ir autoritetingo atstovavimo
Kapiniy valdymas ir prieZidra privalo biti vykdomi garbingai bendradarbiaujant su institucijomis,
uztikrinan¢iomis tikrajj Lietuvos Zydy tradicijos testinuma bei rysj su kapinése palaidoty Zmoniy palikuoniais
visame pasaulyje.
Gerbdami Lietuvos 7ydy bendruomene (LZB) kaip valstybés politinj partnerj, turime pazyméti, kad ji stokoja
religinés kompetencijos ekspertiniu lygiu spresti kapiniy prieZidros ir valdymo klausimy pagal specifine Lietuvos
zydy tradicijg. Norint iSpildyti Siuos reikalavimus, bltina pasitelkti tikruosius tarptautinio rabinato atstovus,
kurie turi valios ir gebéjimy prisiimti Sig atsakomybe. Apgailestaujant tenka konstatuoti, jog pasikliovimas
Londono Europos Zydy kapiniy iSsaugojimo komitetu (CPJCE) daZnai téra tik ,alibi partnerysté” propagandos
teatre, iSduodanti valios garbingai bendradarbiauti su autentiskuoju Zydy pasauliu stygiy.
,2ydy paveldas Lite“ misija ir konkretis pasidlymai
Misy organizacijos tikslas — ne tik saugoti, bet ir atkurti istorinj teisinguma. Vilniaus Zydy Snipiskiy kapiniy
atkdrimas yra vienas pamatiniy masy veiklos tiksly. Esame pasiryZe mobilizuoti tarptautinius Zmogiskuosius bei
finansinius isteklius ir aktyviai jsijungti j politinj dialogg bei sprendimy priémima.
Primename, jog dar 2022 m. sitléme Turto bankui paramg atlikti nepriklausoma pastato techninés biklés
analize, pasitelkiant pasaulyje pripazintg tyrimy kompanijg. Nors tuomet Sis pasillymas ministerijos pritarimo
negavo, Siandien, matydami Prezidentdros iniciatyvg, esame pasirenge:
1. IS naujo teikti siilymg Turto bankui ir Vilniaus miesto savivaldybei dél nepriklausomo techninés biklés
audito finansavimo ir vykdymo.
Uztikrinti kompetencija, kad iSvados bty skaidrios ir nepriklausomos nuo politinés konjunktaros.
Mobilizuoti pasaulio Zydy bendruomene remti sprendimg, kuris tapty ne dar viena statyby aikstele, o
dangaus kersto besiSaukiancio nusikaltimo iStaisymu — garbingu memorialu, kurio Lietuvai ir pasauliui
reikia labiau nei bet kokio naujo konferencijy centro.
Tikime, kad tikrasis proverzis bus pasiektas tik tada, kai drgsa vadinti dalykus tikraisiais vardais nugalés baime
prarasti sovietinj betong. Tikroji laisvé prasideda nuo pagarbos tiems, kurie nebegali apsiginti patys.
Su gilia pagarba ir viltimi,
/“,/.-
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