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% My Son

Heershe Dgvid, my handsome newborn son:
You came to greet my fiftieth birthday,
when the late, inglorious, evening sun

is still a span from the abyss away.

To the women, as my sins, beautiful,

You came to represent me my great son!

Strike all my charms when these words turn mournful,
when I will have my fervid hattles won.

Find each beloved which I could not reach,

Thrill my ncighbors just a few scores away.

Through barren nights when ghosts and eunuchs preach,
see me at dawn choose the comeliest fay.

You came manly, demanding with full fists,
a prince of love by sea-tossed maidens kissed,
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* On The Birth Of My Son

My son, I am so

affluent with beginning
that if I die now

God will see me as first light
and he will say: “It is good.”



* - Teaching My Year Old Dovid To Walk

Come O come, light of foot my year old son.
Ho! With the dare of David, rise and fall.
Your fingers like stonelets out of the brook,
fate in hand — the valor of your people.

Sling Goliath with the aid of no one,
may he be six cubits and a span tall.
One more step, one more fall, ruddy son, look:
Eden is a toyland of year old people.

Steep hills, treacherous sands seem on the way,

fear not, a giant guard stands your father.

Your father's hands are two forts to the right.

The home-made bear in wondrous woods is your shield.

May you see many decades beyond me dawn,
long — long after my last laughter, my last tears.

You have grown a man since the ninth of May.
Each step, like a giant’s, a mile farther.

To the left, your mother’s arms, girlish, slight :
a longing cradle with lullabies filled.

After every fall O how good to rise.

(To rise a child at dawn falls at dusk the sun.)
You chatter the secrets the naiads say,

in waves against rocks, in dance of the stream.

My father’s lost skies are blue in your eyes.
From roots to stem to crown we are ever one.
O speak English, Hebrew, the tongue of fays,
in Yiddish, you are — I, light of the same beam.

Find me in the wind on David's harp, my son,
Playing my thirst for you to the end of years.

Lc—m&\’h "Y'Lkn—pw__ J'a
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N On Toys

Bring no sissy toys for my three year old man.
He will rip a stuffed queen to see her naked soul.
He dares a stiff king to fight him man to man.
To raze a doll kingdom is a gallant goal.

A tin eagle will fly as a falling star,

The bent wings tell him when motion began.

He craves David’s harp, he wrecks a deaf guitar.
When nymphs sing in the rain he is himself Pan.

Hand-made, dimpled milk-maids milking wooden cows, pray
for his slap to escape the spurious lawn.

A dumb watch — a numskull rolls merrily away

to the beginning of time before the first dawn.

The steel-bound sunrise of New York in his glance.
The mystic glory of Safad under his feet.

An old adventurer hit by dare and chance.

He eats the earth and it tastes like manna sweet.

Always in ambush, on the lurk, a decoy.

Life and death of glass-eved bumpkins in his hands.
He tears a lame lion fighting a booby boy.

The foe of ennui, inventor of toylands.

A finger dipped in mud is Adam’s prime pen.
He writes the earth-old wisdoms of the first ray
when he scribhles love to his cat in heaven.
Chico is safe, God took it to the stars away.

Leaves are green letters to grandma and to God.
He wants heaven and earth to know he was born.
He is boisterous as the wind through goldenrod.
He is shock and thrill, turns roses into thorns.
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No gun-games for him, he lets the cowards war.
He is of Isaiah’s dauntless kin my son.

After his blessed day of manual labor,

[ say: I am proud of your soiled ears, my son.

A cloud in Safad is a roving wonderland.

At dusk is rich in gold even a dung-heap.

Each stone is Jacob’s pillow in this holy land.
Angels go down the dream-born ladder to sleep.

(& T 30 Forsics



* When My Three Year Old Son
Will Be Fifty Three

When you will be fifty three as I am today,

will still be left of me, at dusk, a single glow.,
Looking at the twilight you will at random say:
my dad is dead long ago, dead long, long ago.

It may be on the streets of New York or Tel Aviv,
you will one day by reminiscence overrun,

see me as you do now ever and anon live,

see me longing in your eyes, my three year old son.

I will be the young sadness of each new sunset.

My poems: gold-lit boats on earth and sky will sail.
Yiddish in your mouth — a brisk, hasty rivulet

will flow agile, beyond me over hill and dale.
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* You And Gabriel

My son,

do not ever mourn in the marketplace,
so the pitying rabble may not see
your tears as an autumn drizzle,
sprinkling its monotony,

over the yellow ears of a pestering November day ;

so that some sorrow-sick crocodile,
may not creep out of some old traveler's tale,
sobbing in view of all after devouring its prey.

My son,

may you never yawrn

under the clipped wings of a virginal bore.
Mine is the fire-bed of the yet unborn Rahab,
the harlot of the yet unbuilt Jericho.

The farthest ray — the untouched kiss,

is more Satan and I, more you and Gabriel
than all the legal orgasms of a routine wife.



* A Hundred Years Hence

O a hundred years hence, my son,
seven year old, fool-proof prankster,
we shall all be merrily dead.

We will be in every wonder,
in miracles spun by spiders —
a tale of a hundred years hence.

Each echo will ever echo:
we are immortal, no wind is
born to vanish, no stone is dead.

A stone dropped in a stream will bring
round and round all the suns we saw
go down a hundred years ago.

We will join the unborn children,
untouched as snowflakes in a dream,
we shall all be blissfully dead.

The wind will be our next of kin.

(I hear falling leaves talk of birth.)
Just a hundred years hence, my son,
ho, death will be merrily dead.




A Will

unrbhymed villanelle

I leave a pennyworth of dust,
an undying swan song, my son,
the great will of the infinite.

For you my every highbred whim,
the dugout ore of each caprice,
the sage meditations of dust,

the might of my obstinacy :
rock-reared, tested by the patience
of time, probed by zeal, infinite,

For you the vagaries of the
storm-drenched vagrant — the regal rogue,
his life and death divine as dust.

Beware of the dawn of ennui,
twin of the turtle; night is for
owls, old tales and the infinite,

Death is a game the cherubs play.
Just a slight change from dusk to night.

I leave a pennyworth of dust,
the great will of the infinite.
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Day of Doubt

My last day is as glorious as the first.

It is dawn yet. I am still so rich with time,

until I fall at sundown from a roof of gold.

I shall plan my life on my onliest day.

The first hours 1 shall give to you, David,

my twelve year old miraculous brat,

heir of my unconquered zeal, my unwritten
poetry which you will muse, laugh, sing or cry,
flare the light-proof suns of the days beyond me.

We will keep our daily appointment with our
bicycles, ride a thousand years on each block:
ride in one hour back to Adam, then onward

to the end, to the origin. Then we will

explore the wilds of Times Square, applaud the
airborne horses, galloping with wild lovers.




as hoofbeats strike borders, distances join hands,
to reach the castles of shabby movielands.

- - - -

Then, I shall meet you, my love, to tell you how
blessed it is to live next to you, breathe the same air,
in the same century, on the same pillow,

navel to navel, fire to fire, seed to seed.

The twilight I will give the dusty goddess,

the widowed guardian of my poetry,

on mount Parnassus of my Brooklyn attic

where the first ray like the marvel of Peru
arrives at four P.M. to admire my poems

which seek their way to light through the ceiling.

The last moment 1 shall meet God eye to eye,
at the top of a tower, at the airport

of flying carpets — the first aeroplanes on carth; 1
flying through the splendor of selfchosen doom,
I will pilot an invisible monoplane,

as I land on my private isle of farewell.

But dusk, my love, is ages far and away.
It is still dawn, my day, my life is teeming
as a plucked pomegranate with sanguine seeds.




At A Hundred and Twenty

unrbymed unrefrained chant royal

[ see the year two thousand, twenty six.

There is still a jail in every town on earth

where jailers keep wistful summers under lock.

June in slum ganglands still smells of blossom blight.
Old tenements still pray for their destruction,

walls sigh through the nights like half sunken boats, stairs
still wind through dark ages, through guile, plot, terror.
The withered faces of bygone autumns still

haunt the first Spring snowdrops in cheerless backyards.
Chubby whores entice with opulent bosoms.
Presidents still babble of great societies.

The hammer is still raised against its maker,

the red sickle is a gentle guillotine,

peddlers still promise bearskins, ages before

the bears are caught. The toadeater, the servile
inkslinger still serenades the antiwar
warmongers, the Fedorenko marauders.
Abraham, the openarmed father of the Jews
with a beard out of the Bible, with love locks,
still builds little Jerusalems in old Brooklyn, —
the grim light of Auschwitz smolders in his eyes.

When storms rise the dust of my forgotten grave,

I am great news to the retired, yawning grass.

Only David, my son, at three score and ten,

(now in his twelfth May) knows I once lived and died,
remembers me a frolic boy of sixty,

celebrates my hundred and twentieth birthday.

The sky is like an open Book of Splendor.

Stars, rusteaten, under the elevated

subway still rehearse our twin childhood, (his — first,
mine — second) play hide and seek through the fissured
attics, the crosseyed castlets of Borough Park.
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My son, while you live there is heaven and earth
and I am here at a hundred and twenty,

(O shout Menke, my son, I am the echo.)
Waiting for the beginning when Eve, a novice
will come to borrow a rib of my ribs.

It is the year of two thousand, forty six :

"1 died in nineteen seventy four, when did

you die, David, my son? " ** I just died, Menke,

a young yearnful ninety, soon after the fourth
world war when man bombed the earth off its orbit,
back to chaos, to the formless infinite.

" At my last sunset I saw even Noah

sink with his ark, an olive leaf lulled in the

mouth of a stiff dove was the only peace left,

in a glum world, destitute of you and me.”

" O hear, wind to wind, soul to soul, brook to brook
thirst cach other forever, David, my son.

[ end this chant of love to you at sixty one,

standing in a subway train, in glowing health,

on August twenty first, nineteen sixty seven,

as crowds choke the summer day on this blue Monday,
at five p.m. in our ever new New York.

ENVOY
An infant over a mother's newspaper,
reads the unwritten verse of the nightingale,
Wonder is real as the man on the nearby moon.
1 see Cain and Abel beyond evil asleep.
The earth vies with the heavens, wins Genesis.
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A Yiddish Poet

I am a Yiddish poet — a doomed tn:;ubadour,

a dreamsmith jeered by the soft-voiced yokel,

the smooth snob with the swinging lash shrieking: jargon!
O are the mocked tears of my people a jargon?

Yiddish,

formed as Adam of the dust of the four corners of the earth;
the quenchless blaze of the wandering Jew,

the thirst of the deserts.

My mother tongue is unpolished as a wound, a laughter,
a love-starved kiss,

yearnful as a martyr’s last glance at a passing bird.

Taste a word, cursed and merciless as an earthquake.

Hear a word, terse and bruised as a tear.

See a word, light and lucent, joyrapt as a ray.

Climb a word— rough and powerful as a crag.

Ride a word — free and rimeless as a tempest.

Yiddish,

The bare curse thrown against the might of pitiless foes.
A “black year” shrouding dawn after a massacre.

The mute call of each speechless mouth of Treblinka.
The prayer of stone to turn into gale.




On My Book Of Poems

“ | Enow this book will ountlive man and beast,
though the moth may grind the solid imagery.
The lovelorn will love me to the end of time.
The swan will return to its fable to sing
of me when chased off the skies by the hunter.
A harpooned whale will hear a calling sea.
A stream in the desert will chat of me
with Elijah — the ever stray wanderer.

The self-doomed will read my poems to cherubs,
longing for me throughout infinity.

A cherub is a baby mouse, a flake

of snow, a face in a womb, a lionet.

God will read it in the loneliest nook

of Eden under the eternal tree.
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