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New York on August 14, ar 83, was one of the century’s major Yiddish tolk-

lorists. He devoted much of his life to the collection and preservation of

books, documents and photographs of Jewish Vilna. many of which he per-

sonally rescued from the ashes of the city shortly after World War 1. He

published hundreds of pieces on Yiddish folklore, cultural history, literature
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ments with text in four languages. Leyzer Ran called Vilna (now Vilnius,

Lithuania) the pre-war “Capital of Yiddish Culture™.
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