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FLATBUSH YESHIVA OFFICIALS
CHARGED WITH ASSAULT
IN BROOKLYN CRIMINAL COURT

School's Administrator is ChiefAssailantin Attack on
Pro-Yiddish Demonstrators

The Administrator, a teacher and a
school aide of the Yeshiva of Flatbush
High School were charged with Assault
and Harassment in Kings County Criminal
Court after violently attacking two pro-
Yiddish demonstrators.

The demonstrators, Chaim Goodfriend
and Adam Teitelbaum, members of the
Brooklyn Coalition for Yiddish, par-
ticipated in a pro-Yiddish leafletting ac-
tion on the occasion of a commemoration
of the six million Jews annihilated during
the Nazi Holocaust. The leaflets
distributed protested the school’s sup-
pression of Yiddish language and culture—
the cultural heritage of the East European
Jewish civilization which flourished a
thousand years before the Nazi ex-
termination.

The operative policy of the yeshiva
throughout the school year is to intensively
suppress the cultural and linguistic
heritage of East European Jewry. The

DAVID SCHWARTZ

Chief Assailant
David Schwartz, Administrator of the
Yeshiva of Flatbush, ordered the
assault on pro-Yiddish demonstrators.
Criminal proceedings against him were
dropped after he assured Kings County
Criminal Court Judge Raymond Reisler
that he would not perpetrate a
recurrence.

school’s activities include use of falsified
textbook materials to encourage contempt
toward Jews of East European origin,
forced name changes by Hebrew depart-
ment officials to cause abandonment of
any links to East European Jewish
culture, and of course, the unceasing
employment of repressive tactics against
Yiddish which began with refusals to in-
elude Yiddish in the school’s curriculum
and broadened to include harassment,
intimidation and extensive academic
retaliation against students who support
the study* of Yiddish.

Goodfriend, founder of the Brooklyn
Coalition for Yiddish and Teitelbaum, a
high school student who immigrated here
from behind the Iron Curtain, stood quietly
on the sidewalk in front of the yeshiva on
Avenue J in Brooklyn distributing protest
leaflets to people entering the school.

Several minutes after their arrival, the
two were violently assailed by three of-
ficials of the Yeshiva of Flatbush who
emerged from the building and com-
menced the assault after Goodfriend and
Teitelbaum refused to leave.

Continued on Page 2

First Yiddish-Hebrew
Day School Opens

The first Jewish day high school where
Yiddish and Hebrew will be equally
recognized and taught will open this
September at 69 Bank Street in New York.

The new high school is being founded
jointly by the Herzliah Hebrew Teachers
Seminary and the Jewish Teachers
College.

The school will offer a full program in
the sciences, languages, literature and the
arts, will be liberal in educational
philosophy and methodology, and will
meet or exceed all New York State
educational requirements.

In addition to Yiddish and Hebrew
language and literature, the Jewish
studies program will include Bible, Jewish
history, Jewish philosophy, as well as
courses dealing In depth with the East
European Jewish legacy, the State of
Israel and American Jewry.

State Supreme Court
Orders Administration to

'Show Cause'’

State Supreme Court Justice Frank S.
Samansky signed an order to show cause
on May 20 ordering the administration of
the Yeshiva of Flatbush High School to
admit Dovid Katz, editor of Aleichem
Sholem, into the National Honor Society,
or to show cause before the court why the
school should be permitted to deny him
admission despite his meeting all
requirements for admission.

Flatbush administrators denied Dovid
Katz admission in an effort to intimidate
other students in the hope they would be
reluctant to work openly for Yiddish due to
fear of further academic reprisals. Ad-
ministrators at the yeshiva have alleged|
falsified transcripts in an attempt to bloc
admission to college of pro-Yiddish
students, violently assailed demonstrators
during a recent demonstration at the
%/eshiva, and for more than two years have

een accused of consistently harassing
students who support a Yiddish studies
program at the school.

The honor society action, while by no
means the most severe method the ad-
ministration has employed in its un-
successful effort to dispel the Yiddish
movement at the school, is the issue which
ultimately led to State Supreme Court
action since it is the only key incident for
which the yeshiva’s leadership had to
publicly assume responsibility as the act
of denying a qualified student admission
into Arista—the local branch of the
National Honor Society—was an official
administration decision.

The orders to show cause were delivered
personally by process server Marshall
Harris to each of the four administrators

Continued on Page Z

Aleichem Sholem

Wins Hist Place

Aleichem Sholem has been awarded
First Place in the fiftieth annual contest of
the  Columbia  Scholastic  Press
Association, the central organization for
student publications in the United States.

News of the award was carried by the
Jewish Telegraphic Agency in its dispatch
of April 12, 1974 and was broadcast on
radio station WEVD in New York. In
addition, the Aleichem Sholem award was
reported in the Algemeiner Journal,
Jewish Daily Forward, Jewish Week,
Jewish Journal, Jewish Press and other
nationwide newspapers and magazines.



A Chapter of Psalms

Warsaw, Warsaw, mother city,
buildings splashed with blood.
Does not God see your wounds,
the dead within the gates ?

DM OREND N

Multitudes of Samsons and Deborahs

march against the foe.
I would rather fall today,
to sanctify generations.

Warsaw, with tearful face,
with graves upon the corners.
You will yet survive the foes.

You will yet glimpse the light of dawn.

The present is an interrupted song.
We are being slaughtered like cattle,

but tomorrow victoriously joyous

children will resound.

Translated by Leonard Opalov
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Several stanzas of a poem written by a forgotten young poetess of the Warsaw
Ghetto. The poem first appeared in the underground Yiddish press, where it was
related that the poetess, whose name remains unknown, threw a bundle of her
manuscripts onto the street as she was being led together with a group of other
Jews to be shot by a German machine gun squad on a Warsaw street.

Assault on Demonstrators....

Continued from Page 1

The chief assailant was David Schwartz,
Administrator of the yeshiva’s elementary
and high school divisions, who ordered the
assault. Schwartz loudly told his two ac-
complices—a teacher and a school aide—
to “‘Get these guys . . . surround them . . .
get 'em . . .” The three Flatbush officials
subsequently punched, kicked, pulled hair,
tore clothing and pulled at the leaflets to
forcibly take them from the demon-
strators’ hands. Other anti-Yiddish
yeshiva personnel, in the infamous style of
burning Jewish documents and books,
conducted a public burning of several
leaflets they had torn away on the steps of
the yeshiva. Meanwhile, the assailants
continued the attack, kicking, punching
and pulling at hair and clothing, at one
point pushing one of the demonstrators to
the ground.

The assault was immediately brought to
the attention of Stefan Presser, a legal
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expert at the New York Civil Liberties
Union who helped extensively in the legal
aspects of the struggle within the yeshiva
led by the Student Committee for Yiddish.
Presser urged the demonstrators to file
charges at Brooklyn Criminal Court, 127
Pennsylvania Avenue in Brooklyn. Sch-
wartz and his two accomplices were
charged with Assault and Harassment and
summonses were issued for the three on
the order of Kings County Criminal Court
Judge Skodnik.

Schwartz attempted to evade the
summons by making himself continually
‘‘unavailable’” when police officers
arrived at his office at 919 East 10th Street,
the address of the Flatbush elementary
school, or at his nearby residence.
Secretaries claimed Schwartz was ‘not
in,” ‘“‘gone for the day,” ‘‘gone for the
week,” ‘“Don’t know if or when he’ll be
back’ and gave additional responses of a
similar character. Finally, a professional

process server, Stuart Badler, succeeded
in serving him with the Criminal Court
summonses.

At the hearing, at which Stefan Presser
was present, Criminal Court Judge
Raymond Reisler, the presiding judge.
warned the three Flatbush assailants of
the seriousness of the crime they had been
charged with. The official court transcript,
obtained from court reporter Harry
Bloom, relates that the judge said: ‘“This
is a serious charge and if found guilty, you
may all be punished by imprisonment for
one year, and be fined substantially. And
of course, you will have criminal records
against you for the rest of your lives. You
are entitled to be represented by a lawyer
if you so desire and it might be well to have
a lawyer representing you.”

Subsequently, Goodfriend and
Teitelbaum told Judge Reisler that their
purpose in filing charges was not criminal
punishment, but to obtain assurances that
a recurrence would not be perpetrated.

Continued on Page 24



State Supreme Court Orders
Administration to Show Cause’

Continued from Page 1

of the high school—David Eliach, Joseph
Heimowitz, Harold Zlotnik and Oscar
Rosenthal. Mr. Harris later commented
that upon receiving the court order, Rabbi
Eliach was “screaming, ranting and
raving” and that “it took the other people
in the office all their energy to restrain
Eliach from further outbursts.”

The order to show cause signed by
Justice Samansky gave the administrators
ten days from the time they were served
with the order on May 21. The hearing was
ironically scheduled for May 31, the same
day the school’s Arista assembly was held.
During that assembly, the school was
picketed by the Brooklyn Coalition for
Yiddish and leaflets were distributed to
hundreds of students, parents and
teachers, many of whom left the assembly
hall to obtain leaflets from the demon-
strators outside the school on Avenue J in
Brooklyn. The leaflets distributed
declared the occasion a “day of shame for
Yeshiva of Flatbush” because of the
misuse of the honor society as an in-
strument of academic revenge against
students because of pro-Yiddish activities.

The administration was defended in the
case by Howard I. Rhine, vice president of

the Yeshiva of Flatbush who relied on the
resources of his million dollar law firm,
Zimet, Haines, Moss and Goodkind of 1
New York Plaza in Manhattan. According
to observers, Mr. Rhine’s conduct during
the course of the legal proceedings closely
resembled that of principal Rabbi David
Eliach on the Yiddish issue. In a sharp
departure from the legal tradition of
emotional self control on questions of law,
Mr. Rhine lashed out at students who call
for inclusion of Yiddish in the
curriculum of the Yeshiva of Flatbush as
“demagogues” and “a threat to society.”
When Rhine learned that the yeshiva hed
been picketed—peacefully, orderly and
legally—by the Brooklyn Coalition for
Yiddish, he quickly declared the
demonstrators to be “fanatics and a threat
t0 society.

Mr. Rhine also made derogatory
remarks concerning Yiddish language and
culture and against nearly all the people
involved in the issue, including the
Supreme Court justice who presided on
May 31 against whom Rhine directed an
ethnic slur.

As for the administration, Rabbi Eliach
and his associates did not even attempt to
avoid accusations of impropriety, a policy

While attorneys for Yeshiva of Flatbush defended the school’s actions at State
Supreme Court on Friday morning, May 31f 1974, the Brooklyn Coalition for
Yiddish picketed the Arista assembly at the yeshiva on Avenue J in Brooklyn. The

Coalition distributed protest leaflets to hundreds of students,

teachers and

parents. Many left the assembly hall to obtain leaflets from demonstrators on the

sidewalk.

In photo above, Paula Teitelbaum (right) and Enid Dame, two of the proeYiddish
demonstrators, distribute leaflets and discuss Yiddish protest with Flatbush
students Chaim Goodfriend and Robin Dame were also among participants in the

demonstration.

which could potentially prove damaging to
Mr. Rhine, since he prepared all ad-
ministration papers in response to Justice
Samansky’s order. The order to show
cause obtained by Dovid Katz appearing at
the Supreme Court was accompanied by
an affidavit attesting to the circumstances
of the situation in addition to thirteen
exhibits demonstrating that he was denied
admission to Arista solely because he is
editor-in-chief of Aleichem Sholem and
chairman of the Student Committee for
Yiddish and in these positions has been
leading the student movement at the
school for Yiddish.

One of the exhibits submitted was a
signed recommendation from a teacher at
the school written more than a year before
Justice Samansky’s order. Rabbi Eliach
immediately fired the teacher who had
written the recommendation.

Meanwhile, to comply with the court’s
order that he “show cause,” Eliach swore
falsely on nearly each question that came
before the court. To insure that “cause” be
sufficiently shown, Eliach threatened two
other teachers who are members of the
school’s “Arista Senate,” the faculty
committee which decides on applications
for admission to Arista, to swear
fraudulently on prepared affidavits or be
fired and be the subject of a harassment
and smear campaign by Rabbi Eliach.
Having in fact already dismissed one
teacher for merely writing a student’s
recommendation a year earlier—such
recommendations are a standard
procedure in high schools—it was
relatively simple for Rabbi Eliach to
convince Rabbi Joseph Raful and Rabbi
Chaim Morris, the two teachers on the
Arista Senate, that his threats were to be
taken seriously. After Raful and Morris
swore falsely on Eliach’s affidavits, the
principal reinstated the teacher he had
fired, whose dismissal had apparently
been a ruse to intimidate Morris and Raful
for the purpose of obtaining their
signatures on the affidavits. According to
one teacher, Morris and Raful’s
reputations for integrity and independence
were “shattered immediately” following
their signing the principal’s affidavits.

While statements obtained from persons
under duress and coercion are not ad-
missible as evidence, it is in addition
illegal to apply pressure to intimidate
individuals to swear to statements with
which they do not agree. It is not known
whether Mr. Rhine participated in the
threats against Morris and Raful which
resulted in their signing the ad-
ministration’s papers. There was
however, much speculation that Mr. Rhine
might be involved since he personallﬁ
notarized the affidavits for both Josep

Continued on Page 6
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Yiddish Around the World
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By Shimke Levine

CANADA: Jewish establishment organizations which are
not specifically ‘‘Yiddishist” nonetheless recognize their
obligation as bodies representing Canadian Jewry to
support and strengthen Yiddish culture there. The
Canadian Jewish Congress has intervened with both the
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation and the Radio and
Television Commission, demanding that Yiddish
programing be carried on Canadian radio and television.

Wolf Younin writes that the Women’s Division of B’nai
B'’rith in Montreal has just published a 200 page book, in
deluxe format, entitled Mir Zaynen Do: Antologye fun
Yidisher Literatur. In addition to the Women'’s Division of
B’nai B'rith, the vice president of the Canadian HIAS
Foundation helped in the publication. The fine spirit in
which this venture was undertaken is exemplified by the
cover letter which accompanies the book: “Mir hofn, az di
antologye vet oykh vern genutst fun undzer shtudirndiker
yugnt un vet vern geleyent fun di ale vos zukhn zeyer veg
tsum yidishn vort.” (“We hope that this anthology will also
be used by students and read by all those who are seeking
their path to the Yiddish language.”)

BIROBIDJAN: The latest census figures from Birobidjan
are not very encouraging. Birobidjan was planned in the
late twenties as a ‘‘Jewish Autonomous Region’’ within the
Soviet Union, where Jews were to enjoy all the national and
cultural rights granted to other minorities concentrated in
autonomous regions throughout the USSR, and where the
official language would be Yiddish. Due to the changes in
government policy toward Jews, Jewish settlement of the
area was halted, evidently before the Jews constituted
anything near a majority of the population within their
“own” autonomous region. Birobidjan is today the only
area in the USSR which has a daily newspaper in Yiddish.
It is hard to determine to what extent Yiddish culture is
supported or suppressed in Birobidjan since few Westerners
have visited the area recently. A letter I sent to the Russian
embassy asking for more information about Jewish life and
Yiddish cultural and educational activities in Birobidjan
was not answered. The latest census shows a further drop in
the Jewish proportion of the total population of the area, as
well as a sharp decline in the number of respondents who
identified Yiddish as their mother tongue. According to the
census, the Jewish population of Birobidjan dropped from
14,162 to 11,452 between 1959 and 1970, while the
general population remained virtually stable. 3,669 Jews
reported they knew and used Yiddish in 1970, as opposed
to 5,597 who listed Mameh Loshn as their mother tongue
in 1959. If reliable, these figures obviously reflect a
situation in which young Jews have no opportunity to learn
and use Yiddish, in an area which was founded as a center
of Yiddish cultural autonomy. The massive Soviet Jewry
campaign in the U.S. has until now largely ignored the
destruction of Yiddish culture in the Soviet Union. The
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granting to Yiddish of those rights guaranteed under the
Russian constitution, and actually accorded to every other
minority group in the Soviet Union, should be a number
one priority of any movement dealing with the problem of
Soviet Jewry. Russian agreement to this demand, while
costing them very little, would mean a tremendous im
provement in the situation of millions of Jews, and a revival
of Yiddish culture in the country which contains the largest
concentration of Yiddish speakers in the world.

SHORT-WAVE radio freaks can listen to international
broadcasts in Yiddish from at least five countries. If anyone
has information about other Yiddish programs, please write
me care of Aleichem Sholem. ‘The program schedules
follow:

FRANCE: 1910-1930—6145, 7160, 15335

ISRAEL: 1500-1530—9009, 10530, 11700, 12055,
15150, 17715, 21580, 25700

MONACO: 8:45-900 (Sun) 7230 1505-1520 (Wed)
11850 1900-1915 (Thurs. & Fri.) 9230

RUMANIA: 2:30-300—5990, 6155, 6190, 9570, 9680,
11775, 11940

USSR : 1500-1530—meters equals 25,31,41

The United States, which broadcasts intensively to Eastern
Europe and the Middle East, has not yet scheduled any
regular Yiddish programing.

g weeting Cards
in Yiddish

WIDE SELECTION
FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Available Direct From
Publisher---OYFGANG, 3900
Bailey Avenue, Bronx, N.Y.




On Yiddish Music

(Reprinted from the Bulletin of the
East Midwood Jewish Center)
By Richard Marcus

More than any other form of Jewish music, Yiddish
music reflects the mainstream of Jewish experience of the
last century. Embodied in the different forms, styles and
lyrics is the history of the Jews in the modern period: the
Jews of Eastern Europe, the American experience,
Palestine and the State of Israel, the Holocaust and the
Jews of the Soviet Union. The ditties, the lullabies and the
chants all contain our history.

The cradle songs, the love songs and the work songs draw
a picture of life of the Jews in Eastern Europe. The lullaby
was actually a prayer that the child would become a great
success, be a scholar or find a good husband. As conditions
grew worse under the Tsarist regime, the songs included
pleas that the child would be spared the cruelty and terrible
conditions of anti-Jewish legislation. The love songs mostly
reflect the system of courtship and marriage. Since
marriages were arranged and many true love romances
were thwarted, Yiddish love songs are songs of sorrow,
longing and frustration. In addition, the long separations,
due to emigration to America, military service or expulsion,
all added to the tragedy of these songs. The work songs of
the independent craftsmen retell the poverty and hunger
suffered, the long hours endured for little pay. The religious
life is also represented. The Hasidic songs of the 18th and
19th centuries reflect the spiritual individualism of the
movement. And as there were Misnagdim (those who
opposed the Hasidim), there were songs that indicated this
opposition. All of these forms served as the forerunners of
the early Palestinian Chalutzim songs that were sung as the
land was rebuilt.

The American experience is well represented in Yiddish
song. The early years of the Eastern European immigrant
were years of remembering what had been on the other side.
Thus most of the music was ‘‘imported.” But as the Jew
settled into his new environment and became involved in
the labor movement, the Yiddish musical medium
blossomed with songs of protest and of the working man.
But as a people works, so it must also play. The Yiddish
song, in partner with the theater, became the major form of
entertainment to these newly minted Americans. And as the
Yiddish theater grew, so grew its influence in the general
American entertainment world. Molly Picon, Richard
Tucker, Jan Peerce are only a few of the individuals who
began in Yiddish music.

The horror of the Holocaust is brutally shown through
the music of the 1940’s. The treasure of Holocaust songs
includes lullabies and children’s songs, religious songs and
-love songs, songs of longing and helplessness, all sung under
the Nazi oppression. And there are also songs sung by
those who were able to resist their persecutors.

The last chapter reflected by Yiddish music is that of the
Jews of the Soviet Union. Their Yiddish music incorporated
many styles, adapting much of the Eastern European music
to new lyrics, describing life for the Jews under Soviet rule.
It reflects revolution, purge, persecution, invasion.

Thus we see that, far from dead, Yiddish music lives, by
its past as well as by its present. It outlines for us one of the
most turbulent periods of Jewish history, one filled with joy
and sorrow.

The Path
of Yiddish

By Richard A. Harrow

(Continued from last issue)

The oldest stratum of the language is the Hebrew-
Aramaic, associated mainly with the sacred system of the
Jewish community, the rabbinic, religious and ritual
vocabulary of Yiddish. Hebrew and Aramaic words and
phrases dealt with religious life pertaining to domestic
matters and with trade. Yiddish retains the original
spellings of most of the words that derive from Hebrew or
Aramaic.

The second layer is derived from Old French and Old
Italian. The romance component has given the Yiddish
language such words as bentshn (the recitation of thanks
after meals) which has its source in the old Italian
derivative of the Latin benedicere (blessing).

The subsequent layers are largely Germanic and Slavic in
nature. The Middle and High Germanic elements entered
into Yiddish early in its history. before the mass
migrations of Jews from Central to Eastern Europe which
followed the Crusades. The growth and development of the
language have been largely in the Slavic language orbit.
Therefore many Yiddish words are of compound origin,
such as words whose root may be Hebraic or Germanic but
whose structure and meaning are identifiably Slavic.

The most important component of the Yiddish language
is its expression of Jewish creativeness. Yiddish is the
language shaped and developed to embody and express the
Jewish being, Jewish idealism, the Jewish ethic, the Jewish
value and the Jewish expression.

Ashkenazic Jewry took various European languages and
did not merely accept or adopt them, they adapted them,
molded them and transformed them into a new and in-
timate Jewish speech to express particular and general
details of their material and spiritual life.

Over the centuries, there was gradually formed a
language which encompassed the whole life of the Jews:
their religion, culture, customs, sorrows, cares, wisdom and
wit. The language of the yidish harts, folksmentsh,
mentshlechkayt and yidish tam, was conceived through one
term: yidishkayt.

While embodying the oral communication of Jewish
tradition, the Yiddish language has served as the medium of
expression for the trends and philosophical school of thought
of Jewish Orthodoxy, Haskala, Jewish nationalism, the
Jewish labor movement, Zionism, Yiddishism, and other
ideals, philosophies and movements which embodied the
ethics of the Jewish national renaissance of recent centuries.

Yiddish writers have served as the tongue of the Jewish
masses dealing with personalities, movements and ideas
and thus have succeeded in placing Yiddish literature
within the framework of the great literature of the world.

Historically, Yiddish literature reached maturity a
century ago. Its golden age began with the three classic
writers, considered the triumvirate of the most able ex-
ponents of Yiddish literature—Mendele Moycher Sforim,
Sholem Aleichem and Y.L. Peretz. Contemporary Yiddish
literature reached its apex from the eve of World War I

Continued on Page 22
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Court Order
on Arista...

Continued from Page 3

Raful and Chaim Morris. If it turns out
that Rhine did personally aid in in-
timidating the two, his participation in the
case could prove disastrous to his practice
as an attorney.

When the administration of the Yeshiva
of Flatbush first denied Dovid Katz ad-
mission to Arista in March 1973, Rabbi
Eliach took the action personally, citing
“character’’ as the reason, refusing to
elaborate and denying a hearing. The
principal subsequently refused to appear
before a rabbinical court and continued to
step up harassment—petty as well as
major—against members of the Student
Committee for Yiddish and the editorial
staff of Aleichem Sholem.

In March 1974, Rabbi Eliach again

denied admission to Dovid Katz but this
time devised an elaborate scheme to avoid
direct responsibility for the action. Eliach
arranged for three subordinates—often
referred to by students and teachers as the
“three stooges’’ since their jobs ex-
clusively involve carrying out the prin-
cipal’s directives—to take the action on
Arista openly, in the hope that they would
be blamed. The three are Rabbi Joseph
Heimowitz, the assistant principal, Harold
Zlotnik, newly hired general studies
principal and Oscar Rosenthal, school
supervisor.

On March 22, 1974, Heimowitz, Rosen-
thal and Zlotnik claimed that the Arista
Senate rejected the application for ad-
mission to Arista and that a hearing would
be granted.

As part of his scheme to avoid respon-
sibility, Eliach had covertly distributed
sheets to each teacher on the faculty on
March 11 telling teachers to make charges
against any student they wished by simply
writing a number on a scale of one to five
near the student’s name. Eliach’s secret

memorandum was concluded “This list
and your return answer are to be kept
strictly confidential.” Thus, Rabbi Eliach
was able to compile his own list of
“charges” and claim they had secretly
been made by teachers.

The principal’s Arista “hearing” was
scheduled for March 25 and consisted of
assistant principal Joseph Heimowitz’s
reading of a long list of personal insults
which did not include a single specific
charge or allegation. True to the prin-
cipal’s wish, Heimowitz explained that the
‘“charges’”” were compiled by ‘secret”
sources. In fact, Eliach had compiled the
list and one hour before Heimowitz's
reading of the list, general studies prin-
cipal Harold Zlotnik ordered all students to
leave the school library so that Rabbi
Eliach could rehearse his list with
Heimowitz who was to read it.

Most students questioned considered it
strange that Rabbi Heimowitz should be
chosen for the task of reading ‘‘secret
charges’’ since his own integrity is highly

Continued on Page 21

Japanese Learning Yiddish
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Two pages of a recently published Japanese-Yiddish textbook. Increasing numbers of Japanese students are studying Yiddish
and Yiddish literature both in original and translation. This textbook is currently being used in university level Yiddish
courses in Tokyo and elsewhere.
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Mourn Death of
Soviet Yiddish
Scholar

By Sid Resnick

One of the most prominent Yiddish
language scholars in the Soviet Union,
Moishe Shapiro died last December in
Moscow, a victim of cancer. For almost
fifty years, Shapiro devoted himself to the
Yiddish language and was the author of
numerous scholarly monographs on
Yiddish studies. He was the coauthor of
two textbooks for Yiddish high school
students in the 1930’s. His crowning work
was the preparation of a comprehensive
Russian-Yiddish Dictionary which it is
hoped will soon be printed.

Moishe Shapiro was born in Chmelnik,
Podolia in 1899 and received a traditional
Jewish religious education. At an early
age, he was admitted to a local secular
gimnazye and read widely in Yiddish. In
the late 1920's he graduated from the
.Pedagogic Faculty of the Kiev Institute of
Education and in 1928 his first article on
the teaching of Yiddish was published. The
titles of two of his better known essays are
The Grammatical Gender in Yiddish and
Peculiarities of the Sentence Structure in
Yiddish According to the Language of
Sholem Aleichem’s Characters.

Shapiro as a philologist was intrigued by
the absence of the neuter gender in the
Lithuanian and White Russian dialects of
Yiddish. As is known, Yiddish has three
genders, masculine, feminine and neuter.
Lithuanian and White Russian Jews,
however, never use the neuter gender
(e.g. dos folk, dos land, dos kind) in con-
trast to the Polish and other dialects of

“Yiddish where the three genders regularly
occur.

Shapiro’s study of this phenomenon led
him to the conclusion that the Jewish
population of the Lithuanian and White
Russian areas was formed from two
distinct groups 600 to 800 years ago. The
first group of Jewish settlers in these areas
originated from the Southeastern areas of
Russia, in the Caspian and Volga regions
who were absorbed by a later influx of
Jewish settlers who originated from the
Western European Germanic lands. The
earlier Jewish settlers acquired the
Yiddish of the Jews of Western Europe but
retained certain features of their original:
language, thus the lack of the neuter
gender and its other unique qualities.

M. Shapiro’s major effort was his
compilation and editing of the Russian-
Yiddish Dictionary which was begun
under the direction of Elye Spivak, head of
the Cabinet of Yiddish Culture at the
Ukranian Academy of Sciences in Kiev.
Shapiro worked on the staff of this project
until 1948 when the Cabinet of Yiddish
Culture was abruptly and arbitrarily shut
down as a consequence of the Stalin
repression of Jewish culture that year.
Spivak was arrested on falsified charges of
“Jewish nationalist conspiracy” and was

executed together with the greats of
Russian Yiddish literature—Peretz
Markish, Dovid Berglson and other
leading Soviet Jewish personalities in
August 1952. Under these conditions,
Shapiro was forced to abandon all work on
the dictionary for many years.

Shapiro was not only a tireless in-
vestigator and teacher of Yiddish but also
its impassioned defender, particularly
against the Russifying assimilators who
downgraded Yiddish.

Moishe Shapiro’s death is a grievous loss
to Yiddish speakers all over the world. His
luminous memory can best be honored by
the speedy publication of the long and
tragically delayed Russian-Yiddish
Dictionary upon which he and his co-
workers lavished their great erudition and
so many years of labor.

Chicago Yiddish
Revival

Rabbi David Graubart in a recent article
in The Forward discussed Chicago’'s
Yiddish situation. At the Telz Yeshiva, the
students, almost all of whom are
American born, discuss their studies in
Yiddish as do many of Chicago’s other
established Jewish groups such as the
Labor Zionist movement, the Sholem
Aleichem schools as well as the

synagogues.

The revival of Yiddish on the synagogue-

scene in Chicago is especially astonishing
in the proportions the new movement has
assumed. At Ner Tomid and Anshey
Emes, for example, two leading
congregations have introduced intensive
Yiddish studies programs, employing such
instructors as Ben Aronin, Abraham
Gurwitsch, Dr. Samuel Rosenbaum,
Solomon Schwartz and others.

The most active pro-Yiddish movement
among Chicago’s youth is Chutzpah, which
publishes a newspaper, conducts a Yiddish
class, has organized a Yiddish acting
troupe and works to facilitate the revival
of Yiddish among Jewish youth in the
Chicago vicinity.

Jewish Center

Launches Program

The Plainview Jewish Center which has
over 370 active members, sponsors several
Yiddish speaking circles and programs.
The center also offers a course in Yiddish
and Yiddish literature in the Hebrew high
school under its jurisdiction where
students can study Yiddish as an elective
course.

The original theatrical presentations at
Plainview have attracted audiences from
other towns and the Jewish Center there
has become a center for Yiddish language
and culture.

Long Island Yiddish
Group Founded

One of the most popular Jewish groups
in Great Neck, Long Island is “Dos Yid-
dishe Vinkl” (The Yiddish Corner), which
was founded several months ago by Max
Donor.

Max Donor is the descendant of a long
line of rabbis. He was born in the Polish
shtetl Serotsk and lived there until 1924.
Throughout the years he has spent in
America, Donor has been studying his two
favorite subjects, Talmud and Yiddish
literature.

Under Donor’s leadership, the Yiddish
Corner has conducted readings of Peretz,
Sholem Aleichem, Singer and other
Yiddish writers. It has achieved wide
popularity in the Long Island town and is
helping to revive Yiddish and Yiddish
culture among Great Neck’s populace.

Israeli Yiddish
Culture Union At

New Headquarters

The Union for Yiddish Culture (in
Hebrew Aguda Lemaan Tarbut Yidish)
which was recently founded, has opened
new headquarters at 4 Rechov Tel Chai in
Natanya, Israel.

The opening of the new headquarters
was celebrated on September 15, 1973 and
was attended by administrators of
Natanya'’s City Council, representatives of
Histadrut and leading cultural and literary
figures in Israel.

Soviets to Destroy
Old Odessa Cemetery

It was learned in London that an official
Communist party publication in Soviet
Russia announced that the old Jewish
cemetery in Odessa where Mendele
Moycher Sforim, the grandfather of
Yiddish literature lies buried, is to be
destroyed to make room for a housing
project. The cemetery is known to have
existed since the early nineteenth century
and in addition to Mendele, the Jews who
lie there include many prominent rab-
binical and literary figures.

While there is virtually universal
agreement that the destruction of
cemeteries is one of the most disgraceful
crimes against humanity a government
can perpetrate, no protests have been
voiced by other governments over the
Odessa tragedy.
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Letters to the Editor

Congratulations

Congratulations on the first place award
your fine magazine won in the Columbia
Scholastic Press Association contest. As a
regular reader I know it was well deser-
ved. More importantly, the award reflects
the care and pride with which you are
pursuing a most important goal in the face
of unreasonably determined opposition.

Rest assured that we at WEVD support
you in your endeavor to give Yiddish
proper focus in Jewish life.

Congratulations again.

Joel J. Plavin
General Manager, WEVD
1700 Broadway, New York, N.Y.

Letter to the Principal

The following is the text of the letter I
just sent to Rabbi David Eliach:

Dear Sir: As a rabbi and as the prin-
cipal of a yeshiva, you are sworn to uphold
the great Jewish culture. Why, then, do
you persist in denying the greatness of an
important part of that culture—Yiddish?

For centuries, Yiddish has been the
language of the Jewish masses. Much of
our most beautiful literature is written in
Yiddish, and I beg your pardon, but most
of it has not been successfully translated
into English or Hebrew.

Each language has its own—for want of
a better word I'll say tam.I submit that to
truly understand the Yiddish thought
pattern, you must speak Yiddish just as to
understand the thought pattern of the
French you must speak French. That’s
why it is so important for people to learn as
many languages as they can—but
especially their own language!

Many second generation Americans
rejected the culture of their parents as
being old fashioned. This led to
assimilation. I am afraid that by rejecting
the language of their parents, and to an
ever increasing degree, of our youth, you,
Rabbi, are adding to the assimilation that
you say you deplore. The Jewish people
will survive. So will their languages—all of
them.

Aleichem Sholem,
Bronya Silverman
Bronx, N.Y.

Freedom to Learn

My Yiddish teacher told us about your
problem. I can’t believe that any
educational institution could prevent
students from learning. That’s con-
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tradictory in terms. Learn what you want,
don’t let anyone control your minds! I'd
like to read your publication and so I en-
close my subscription.

Ms. Karen Kahn
Pitzer College, 656
Claremont, California

AJC For Yiddish

The Commission on Jewish Affairs of the
American Jewish Congress is concerned
with Jewish education and culture in
general, and specifically with Yiddish.
Furthermore, the Commission on Youth,
with which I work, is involved in aiding
independent Jewish student projects. We
would be interested in learning more about
the situation at your yeshiva and the
school’s authorities’ response to your
efforts.

In addition, there are a number of ways
in which we may be able to help you. These
include educational programs to use in
your courses, once you get them, as well as
advice on how to get them, aid, and further
contacts for help and pressure.

J.J. Goldberg

Director

National Commission on Youth
American Jewish Congress
Stephen Wise Congress House
15 East 84th Street

New York, N.Y.

Appalled at Yeshiva Policy

I had heard about the movement to in-
troduce Yiddish in Flatbush Yeshiva and
had read about the ramifications of this
movement in Chutzpah of Chicago. I just
received Aleichem Sholem and passed it
around to my Yiddish class and they all
signed up for subscriptions. I enclose their
names and addresses and a check to cover
all our subscriptions.

I am appalled. The actions of the faculty
are unbelievable. It is almost as if they
equate Yiddish with anti-religion or anti-
Zionism. The irony of it all is that the
Lubavitcher movement is actively en-
couraging the study of Yiddish and there is
a reawakening of a desire to learn Yiddish
among young Jews here and in Israel.

I must confess, I learned Yiddish against
my will. My parents never learned English
so my brother and I had to speak Yiddish
at home. I looked down on it—it had no
status. In my day the fact that most of the
children in the public schools of my neigh-
borhood came from Yiddish speaking
homes gave us no advantage in terms of
credits for a foreign language. There was

no Sesame Street in Yiddish. In fact, at
Brooklyn College there was an active
movement in the Speech Department not
to allow people who spoke with a ‘“New
York accent’” to get teaching licenses.

Today Yiddish is taught at many
universities and even where it is not taught
it is often accepted for foreign language
credit. And yet, my son, who attends an
Orthodox yeshiva, wanted to have Yiddish
taught and was refused on the grounds that
“those students who would want to attend
a secular college would be unable to get
credit for it. *‘So, he borrowed my College
Yiddish and is working on his own. In his
school, “Hebrew” is listed as one of the
subjects taught in the secular division, a
polite fiction since their limudey koydesh
are all translated into English. Somehow,
Yiddish is muktse.

As an ex-Brooklynite and graduate of
Herzliah Teachers Institute (now com-
bined with the Jewish Teachers Seminary)
whose brother is a musmach from Yeshiva
Rabbi Chaim Berlin (where Yiddish was
the language commonly used), I find it
difficult to envisage the kind of struggle
that is taking place at the Yeshiva of
Flatbush.

Why, in this day and age when Hebrew
University has a Yiddish department,
should a yeshiva feel threatened because
its students want to study Yiddish?

I wish you success in your endeavors.

Ida Cohen Selavan
5528 Raleigh Street
Pittsburgh, Pa.

‘Chutzpah’ for Yiddish

Many thanks for the issues of Aleichem
Sholem. We enjoy reading them, and stand
with you in your struggle. As third
generation American Jews, we recognize
the importance of Yiddish in the formation
of an authentic Jewish community in
America and elsewhere. Several of us
have been studying Yiddish, and the
Chutzpah collective has just started a
Yiddish class in Chicago.

It is a sad commentary on the success of
assimilationism in America that the
Flatbush Yeshiva should oppose the study
of Yiddish. Any Jewish school accepting
and maintaining such a stance must forfeit
its legitimacy as a Jewish institution.

Keep up the battle. You shall prevail!

Chutzpah
P.0O.B. 60142
1723 W. Devon
Chicago, Illinois

Continued on Page 14



Flatbush Hebrew Teacher Intervenes in Yiddish Controversy

in Effort to Become Principal

Amnon Haramati, chairman of a
Hebrew department of studies at the
Yeshiva of Flatbush, is considered the
most likely candidate to succeed principal
David Eliach whenever he retires or
resigns. Haramati is middle aged, well
educated, and has been a teacher at the
yeshiva many years.

Seeks Principal’s Post

Haramati apparently became impatient
and decided to try to bring about principal
David Eliach’s downfall in the near, in-
stead of distant future. In the Yiddish
controversy at the yeshiva he saw his
chance ,and contrived a plot, which
although somewhat less than ethical is
clearly the product of clever reasoning and
well thought out planning.

As constructed by yeshiva sources,
Amnon Haramati’s actions during the past
year fit into a systematic pattern. His
thinking seems to have been as follows: He
would cause as much trouble as possible
for both Aleichem Sholem editor Dovid
Katz and yeshiva principal Rabbi David
Eliach, the two central figures on the
opposing sides of the Yiddish issue. This
would inflame the controversy and con-
vince Rabbi Eliach to engage in as many
acts of harassment as possible against
members of the Student Committee for
Yiddish. The result, according to the plan,
would be widespread outrage on the part of
many newspapers and magazines as well
as Jewish, educational and religious
leaders, leading to a wide public demand
for the current principal’s resignation. To
accomplish this successfully, Haramati
had to pretend to be friendly to both the
students and the administration to avoid
direct blame by either.

Hates Yiddish

Amnon Haramati is known for his ex-
treme animosity toward Yiddish. Each
year, on the first day of school in Sep-
tember, he forces students whose Jewish
first names are derived from Yiddish—
such as Zisl or Beyle—to change them to
new names derived from Hebraic roots
which he decides upon. The Yiddish
names, he claims, are not genuinely
Jewish and he “sees it as a responsibility
to return the people of Israel to their true
roots.” The desi?nation of names as
legitimate or illegitimate based on
etymological derivation is considered a
base form of cultural supremacism which
finds little support in modern times. And,
of course, the Yiddish names have been in
Jewish families for hundreds of years;
their belittlement is hence an overt attack
against Ashkenazic East European Jewish
culture. Haramati is unable to alter sur-

Amnon Haramati sitting in the principal's chair most observers agree he seeks to
permanently occupy through a plot designed to aggravate tensions in the Yiddish
controversy at Flatbush in an effort to force the current principal's resignation or

dismissal.

names because of the opposition from
students and parents that would result, but
has nevertheless declared that it is
“foolish and illogical” for a Jew to have a
“Diaspora name” such as Goldberg,
Weintraub or Horowitz.

When Haramati “caught” a student
wearing a “Yiddish Now” button he
remarked “You need to see a doctor,” and
in general, degrades and debases Yiddish
language and culture at every convenient
opportunity. In a recent lecture, he
declared “Itis a sin according to the Torah
to believe that any language except
Hebrew can have any sanctity.” Toward
the end of the diatribe, he warned the class
not to take notes. “Don’t write any of this
down. | don’t want to read about it in the
newspapers.”

Acts on Arista

As a department chairman, Haramati is
a member of the yeshiva’s Arista Senate,
the administration-faculty committee
which acts on student applications for
admission to Arista. Knowing how eager
principal Rabbi David Eliach would be to
take revenge against the Student Com-
mittee for Yiddish, he initiated the idea
that Dovid Katz be removed from Arista,
the national high school honor society.
Also knowing how outrageous that act
was—inasmuch as the student had

ualifications over and above those set by
the Arista Society—Haramati was certain

the action would lead to a public issue.
Rabbi Eliach, of course, was quite en-
thusiastic over the opportunity for
vengeance and at the start was even
willing to assume responsibility. So, on
March 12,1973, it was Eliach who informed
SCY that the editor of Aleichem Sholem
was denied admission to Arista because of
“character,” a charge made without
explanation or elaboration.

Terrorizes Students

When the third issue of Aleichem Sholem
appeared in Spring 1973, the ad-
ministration realized what a foolish step
the Arista action was. It was Eliach alone
who was blamed, and it was a well kept
secret that Haramati was at all tied to the
matter. Although vehemently desirous of
revenge against the Student Committee
for Yiddish, Eliach was less than en-
thusiastic about taking the blame for what
was rapidly being recognized as an
educational travesty. And Haramati could
hardly defend his action on ideological or
educational ground, since the student he
had urged be denied admission to the
honor society had not at the time been in
any of his classes even for a single day.

When Rabbi Eliach received a subpoena
from a rabbinical court on Friday, May 4,
1973, it was the last straw. Haramati was
cornered into a position in which he would
have to prove his loyalty to the ade

Continued on Page 15
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By Morris Gold

1

The Kingdom of Flatbush was quiet and serene. The people worked diligently
and slept peacefully. A new queen had arisen in the land. She was tall, she was
poised, she was a wicked witch . . .

The queen looked at the clock as she hurried down the hall. She shouldn't be
late to her own staff meeting. She clenched her fists and thought evil thoughts
about how she could crush the resurgence of Yiddish.

The queen loathed Yiddish. The queen’'s mother had been a very nice lady.
She loved her husband and her children. She spoke Yiddish. The queen hated
her mother passionately. She was, after all, a wicked witch. She loathed her
entire family. But Yiddish made her skin creep.

She reclenched her fists. She would take care of those despicable Seven
Dwarfs and their underground Yiddish paper. She remembered how it all
started. With the help of her advisors, a cockroach and a self-appointed chief of
police (she was a wicked witch, you know, and wicked witches have never been
known for good taste in choosing advisors), her program for the destruction of
Yiddish had been steadily progressing. Then one day she got that horrid petition
from those 51 commoners demanding reintroduction of Yiddish into the
kingdom’s curriculum. She had referred it to an assistant which was the
equivalent of throwing It out, and she thought no more about it. But something
had gone wrong, because a short while later, the paper came out. Its knowledge
of intimate goings-on in the castle and Implications of nationwide unrest in-
dicated the existence of a well-organized conspiracy whose objective was the
resurgence of Yiddish. 4

And as if that wasn't frightful enough to the queen, next morning came the
shock from the magic mirror. Every morning, she would look into her magic
mirror and ask:

“Mirror, mirror, on the wall,
What's the language for us all?”
And the mirror would answer:
“Hebrew, my queen, is the language for us all.”
That morning she woke up, asked the usual question, and got this answer:
“Hebrew, my queen, Is of the fairest without a doubt,
But Yiddish, O Queen, Is what Yiddishkelt is all about.”

The queen raged, she screamed, she threw the mirror into the dungeon and
ordered the cockroach to interrogate it. She was sure someone in the castle was
giving out information to the Seven Dwarfs, and that same someone had ruined
her mirror. That was the last straw; quick decisive action had to be taken. She
called the staff meeting to find out the results of the cockroach’s investigation.
Then they would all plot their future wicked course.

2
The cockroach hurried down the hall. He had an exaggerated sense of his own

importance. As head of the Bureau of Harassment and the Department of
Disrupting Talmud Classes, he felt almost indispensable.

However, the cockroach had a pfoblem. For three days he had been in

terrogating the mirror intensively.

“For three days I've been staring at my reflection Iin a mirror and firing
questions at it. What do | get? Absolutely nothing. | tried everything, | even used
my secret weapon. | stood in front of the mirror and screamed: You are ethically
bankrupt. You are morally corrupt!!! Now tell me, who are the Seven Dwarfs?!!
So what happens? A stupid voice comes out of the mirror and says, ‘You, my
queen, are the fairest of them all.’

“So here we have a nationwide plot on our hands and we don’t even know who
the leaders are. What will | tell the queen?!!”

The chief of police, another high official, senior member of the Hebrew
Chauvinism Committee, had higher things on his mind. He wouldn’t be satisfied

) Continued on Page 11

West Coast
Yiddish Conference

Plans are currently underway for a
major student conference on Yiddish to be
held on the West Coast. Young people in
the West Coast area interested can obtain
more information by contacting Shimke
Levine, 640 Mercy Street, Mountainview,
California 94041.

Montreal Student Yiddish
Group is Founded

A group of Montreal Jewish students has
recently been organized to help preserve
Yiddish language and culture. The chief
aim of the newly founded student group is
to talk to one another in Yiddish, and to
conduct various activities for community
benefit in Yiddish. Montreal young people
interested in the project should contact
Judy Dimant at 4975 Carlton Avenue,

“Montreal; telephone: 731-0686.

Social Security Info
in Yiddish

The Supplemental Security Income
(SSI), being conducted by the Community
Council of Greater New York, now has
available a Yiddish translation consisting
of introductory information on the new
federal program.

The announcement was made by Ms.
Mary Beatty, project director of SSI.
Interested persons should contact their
local Social Security offices for further
information.

‘New Middle East’
Attacks Yiddish

S. J. Goldsmith, in the March-April 1973
edition of New Middle East in an article
entitled “The Messiah’s New Clothes”
discusses several interesting aspects of
the current stream of emigration of Jews
from the Soviet Union. In the first part of
his article, Mr. Goldsmith compares the
current aliya with the old ones and
discusses his views on the recording of this
decade in Jewish history as the decade of
Russian Jewry.

"In the second part of his remarks,

however, Goldsmith drifts off into an at-
tack on Yiddish culture, a subject not
generally related to the stated theme of his
article. Goldsmith decides upon and then
greets with enthusiasm a ‘‘sudden and
complete abandonment of Yiddish.”
Goldsmith goes on to announce that
“Yiddish represents exile...” and then, in
perhaps his most outrageous statement
declares ‘‘There is not a single course in
Yiddish anywhere in Russia,’”’ apparently
expressing glee at Soviet repression of
Yiddish culture.
Letters of protest and indignation should
be sent to S. J. Goldsmith care of New
Middle East, 68 Fleet Street, London, E.C.
4, England.



Stockholm Leadership
Suppressing Yiddish

Zelik Berkowitz of Stockholm, in a letter
recently published in the Jewish Daily
Forward reports that leaders of the Jewish
communitv theré have recently initiated
an anti-Yiddish campaign. The two major
tangible results of this were the closing of
the Yiddish library and the decision of the
Jewish Center to discontinue publication of
its news in Yiddish. The center had until
recently reported its news in both Yiddish
and Swedish.

Berkowitz makes a strong point of the
fact that there is no lack of interest in
Yiddish among Sweden’s Jewish
population. As a matter of fact, he reports,
many use Yiddish regularly and also read
and write Yiddish. Whenever a Yiddish
troupe comes to the city, the theatre seats
are always filled.

Notwithstanding the sentiments and
wishes of the Swedish Jewish community,
the leaders of the Stockholm Jewish
Center have taken it upon themselves to
replace Yiddish, their own mother tongue,
with Swedish, a tragic move which will
inevitably result in increased assimilation
and a decline in Jewish cultural activity.

Milwaukee U, Arizona U
Start Yiddish Programs

Two universities have just added their

names to the rapidly growing list of -

colleges and universities to introduce
programs dedicated to the study of Yid-
dish and Yiddish literature.

At the University of Arizona at Tucson,
Arizona, the University Regents decided
as a result of student petitions to introduce
the study of Yiddish and declare Yiddish to
be acceptable for the fulfillment of the
foreign language requirements of the
university.

In a similar development, the University
of Wisconsin in Milwaukee has agreed to
offer credit courses in Yiddish reading,
conversation and writing. The Yiddish
program there was made possible by a
grant from Howard Weinshel in honor of
the State of Israel.

Young People Invited to
Reading Circle

The New York Yugntruf Yiddish
Reading Club conducts monthly sessions
which all young people are invited to at-
tend.

A recent gathering featured historian
Isaiah Trunk, winner of last year’s
National Book Award for his book
Judenrat. Dr. Trunk led an open
discussion on the life of Jews in the ghettos
and in the resistance movement, and
answered a wide variety of questions.

Any young person interested in such
cultural gatherings should contact
Yugntruf to have his or her name placed
on the monthly reading session mailing
list. The address is: Yugntruf, 3328
Bainbridge Avenue, Bronx, N.Y. 10467.
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until he was sitting in the queen’s throne. He had not yet involved himself in the
entire Yiddish business, but already he had plenty of plans, about Yiddish,
about the throne, about the world. Ten years now he had been working on his
plan and still he sat in a shabby office somewhere on the top floor of the castle.

3

The queen had detailed her plan of action. The queen didn’t want to wipe out
the dwarfs even If she could find out who they were, because of their enormous
popularity among the populace. However, she was sure she could scare them
enough to silence them. A few names were printed in the staff box of the
newspaper. These dwarfs and their friends would be invited to a “peace”
conference with the chief of police. The queen was sure that the dwarfs would
emerge from the castle in a condition that would keep them out of commission
for many, many years.

The scheme was executed as planned. Invitations were sent to known activist
dwarfs, some of whom came with friends. They were subjected to hours of
ranting and raving by the chief of police about disrespect to the queen and the
integrity of the country, as well as threats, or should | say, “statements of fact,”
that the dwarfs whose names appeared on the next issue would be shot. The
leader of the dwarfs was then thrown to a half-crazed queen screaming “You lie,
you lie!!!” i

The next day the dwarfs emerged from the castlie. The chief of police un-
derestimated them. True, they were slightly shaken, but all the way back to the
forest their heads were held high. The next issue came out a short while later.

4

The queen paced to and fro and thought until her head swam. There had to be
some way to stop those dwarfs short of killing them. She looked at various
aspects of the problem for the proper approach.

“Why do the people want Yiddish? They claim it is a link to their ancient
heritage, as ridiculous as the claim may seem. Ah, that's it!! I'll steal the dwarfs’
thunder! If | could find a language, a moral, respectable language, a language
filled with culture and dignity, the people would forget the dwarfs and Yiddish.
But where would | find such a praiseworthy, appealing language? Of course,
Arabic!!!”

Three days later, the queen’s Arabic program came out. Pro and anti opinions
were voiced quickly and were violent in their support or indignation. Very soon
the anti-Arabic forces constituted the vast majority and gained the upper hand.

Now, the chief of police saw his long awaited chance. The queen’s integrity had
‘been irreversibly damaged. Eventually, the cries of the people against the queen

became so loud, she had to relinquish the throne. A week later, the chief of
police was crowned emperor.

The chief of police’s Hebrew Chauvinistic Program was quickly enacted by the
Senate he appointed, and the program was ruthlessly enforced.

It might have been a bleak day for Yiddish, but fortunately, the chief of police
had again miscalculated. The public, seeing their beloved Yiddish being
stomped into the ground, rose up in rebellion. Led by the dwarfs, the new.
establishment was overthrown and the end of the monarchy declared. A
democracy was set up where Hebrew and Yiddish could flourish side by side.
The people were all happy and they all lived happily ever after.

Read A Yiddish
Newspaper




Hope and Fear

By Y.L. Peretz

“Hope and Fear” was writtenin 1906 by Yitschok Leybush Peretz [1852-1915), one of the classic writers of
modern Yiddish lterature. In the essay, Peretz writes prophetically of the revolutionary movement to

overthrow the Tsarist government in Russia.

Translated by E. Chait

My heart is with you.

My eyes are not satiated as I look at your flaming flag.
My ears do not tire, listening to your mighty songs.

My heart is with you. The human being must have
enough, blessed with happiness; he must be free to create
from within, for himself and his work.

And if you bite the fist which confines your freedom and
your burning protest so that no one may hear it, then I
rejoice, I pray to God, to keep your teeth on edge. And
when you march onward against Sodom to destroy it, my
soul marches along with you and the certainty that you
must triumph warms me, intoxicates me like old wine . . .

And still ...

And still I am frightened.

I fear the subdued who are victorious; they may sub-
jugate others and every subjugator sins against the human
spirit.

Is it not being said among you that humanity must march
like an army to the front, and you, will you forfeit the
march on the wdy?

And still, humanity is not an army.

The mightier go forward, the hearty feel deeper, the
proud grow taller. Will you not ax the cedars so they don’t
outgrow the grass?

Will you not spread your wings over mediocrity? Will
you not shield the nonchalant and protect the gray,
straight shorn flock?

I fear you. As victors, you will be the bureaucracy, to
distribute to everyone his morsel as for the poor in the hek-
desh (almshouse), to measure everyone’s work as in penal
servitude. And you will annihilate the creator of new
worlds, the free human will, bury the purest source of
human happiness—human initiative—the might which
places one against thousands, against peoples and breeds.
And you will mechanize life and order it to be burnt in
barracks.

And you will be busy with regulations, with writing,
recording and appraising; writing down how high, how
often may beat the human pulse, how far may see the
human eye, how much may perceive the ear and what kind
of dreams may have the yearning heart.

I observe with hearty joy how you destroy the walls of old
Sodom, but my heart fears lest you build on its ruins a new,
worse, colder, darker Sodom.

There will be no houses without windows but souls will
be enveloped by fog.

There will not be any empty stomachs but souls will be
hungry. The ear may not hear lamentations but the human
spirit will hover with shorn wings at the trough together

Continued on Page 13
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Hope and Fear

Continued from Page 12

with the cow and the ox.

And the justice which accompanied you on your thorny,
bloody road to victory will forsake you and you will not
perceive it. Victors and oppressors are blind and you will be
victors and oppressors. And you will sink into injustice and
not feel the swamp under your feet. Every oppressor feels
firm as long as he does not fall.

You will build prisons for those who will stretch their
hands to point to the abyss through which you will sink.
And you will tear out the tongues of those who warn you for
the good of those who will come after you to destroy you
and your injustice.

Gruesomely will you defend the rights of the flock to use
the grass under its feet and the salt over its head. And your
enemies will be free individuals, great people, ingenious
inventors, prophets, saviors, poets and artists . ..

Everything which occurs takes place in space and time.

Space contains that which already happened, that which
is conditioned, strong, and therefore: the numbed, the
frozen, the present which must perish.

Time means change; it changes, progresses, it is the
eternal sprout, the blossom, the eternal future.

And if the “tomorrow” to which you strive should
become “today,” you will be the defenders of preposterous
yesterdays. You will tread over the sprouts of tomorrow and
destroy its petals and pour cold water over the spirited
heads of prophecy, dreams and new hopes.

The present does not want to die; every sunset is bloody.

I want and hope for your victory but | shudder and am
fearful of your victory.

You are my hope, you are my fear.

Continued from Page 12
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Letters...

Continued from Page 8

Joys of Yiddish

I read with interest Aleichem Sholem
and wish you success in your endeavors to
preserve the mother language of the Jews.

I am an American born Jewess who
could not understand one word of Yiddish.
Then, I discovered the joys of Yiddish as
a parent in a Yiddish school, one of a
handful in Philadelphia which include both
Hebrew and Yiddish in the curriculum as
two national Jewish languages.

I enclose a small but sincere donation
toward the success of the movement.

Mrs. Marilyn Krantz
1383 Kimberly Drive
Philadelphia, Pa.

Ladino

I thoroughly enjoy your fine journal. On
the first page of the third issue, you ask the
readers to help the Yiddish movement by
whatever they can think of.

It is my opinion that there should be a
positive attitude toward the Diaspora
language of Sephardic Jews—Ladino.

Ladino is not—and should not be con-
sidered—a threat or competitor to Yid-
dish. Both languages demonstrate the
expressive ability and creativity of Jews in
their Diaspora languages. At the turn of
the century, Ladino had a thriving life as a
vehicle for culture, politics, theatre and
journalism, especially around cities like
Salonika, Smyrna and Istanbul.

I think that the case for Yiddish is

-strengthened when we point out that the
Sephardim too have a valuable folk culture
in their Diaspora tongue which should be
preserved and encouraged among
Sephardim just as Ashkenazim should
cherish Yiddish.

Elliot Green
703 Tyson Avenue
Philadelphia, Pa.

Disagrees with
Aleichem Sholem

This is another note to encourage you in
your struggle for mameh loshn; I've en-
closed another check—too bad it can’t be
larger, but a teaching assistant’s salary is
rather minute—as a bit of more material
support. As soon as the University Library
at UCSC notifies me that it will accept a
gift subscription to Aleichem Sholem, I'll
send another check yet.

I quite realize that the text and spirit of
the telegram I sent today to Rabbi Eliach
are in conflict with the SCY position
number 7, “Whatever else (legal -and

14 — Aleichem Sholem

peaceful) . . .” but I have my own, more
militant style and strategy, and must act
accordingly. Hence the text of the
telegram I just sent:

RABBI DAVID ELIACH

919 EAST 10TH STREET

BROOKLYN, NY

ENEMIES OF YIDDISH ARE ENEMIES
OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE. BEWARE
LEST WE UNLEASH OUR WRATH ON
YOU.

DAVID NEAL MILLER
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
CHAIRMAN, YUGNTRUF
GRADUATE FELLOW, UNIV. OF
CALIF., SANTA CRUZ

Co-

David Neal Miller
2-2624 East Cliff Drive
Santa Cruz, California

On Aleichem Sholem

I was very impressed with the quality of
Aleichem Sholem and the magnitude of the
movement you’ve generated. I may safely

say that Aleichem Sholem is the best

collection of student articles I've ever
seen.

Seth S. Cohen
Holmes 307
Harvard University
Cambridge, Mass.

The journalism class of Port Jefferson
High School would like to compliment you
on your paper, Aleichem Sholem, and
support you in your program.

David Green

Associate Editor

The Parakeet

Port Jefferson High School
Port Jefferson, N.Y.

Allow me to congratulate you on
Aleichem Sholem. I am a student at Bronx
Science as well as the Mitlshul. I would
like to help set up a Yiddish program at
Science and am looking for other students
who have registered interest in such a
project. If there’s anything I could do to
ll:fllp Aleichem Sholem, please let me

ow.

Bobbi Getzoff
3410-B Paul Avenue
Bronx, N.Y.

Allow me to compliment you on the
success of Aleichem Sholem. The clarity of
your editorials, with which I occasionally
differ, earn them a great distinction.

Ezra A. Shamah
1925 East 3rd Street
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Fighting
Eliach’s Administration

Fred Landes is a former student of the
Yeshiva of Flatbush. He is currently
studying at Hampshire College where
he is actively involved in the
development of a curriculum for study
of the Holocaust. His activities in this
field have included extensive travels
throughout Europe as well as academic
research on teaching methods. Last
spring, he returned to Yeshiva of
Flatbush on special invitation to lead a
student seminar on the Holocaust.

Sholem Aleichem. I am a former student
of the Yeshiva of Flatbush and attended
there until the beginning of my Junior
year. I currently attend Hampshire
College in Amherst, Massachusetts. I am
writing because I have just finished
reading a copy of Aleichem Sholem. It
came in a mailing of the North American
Jewish Students Network.

I had been active in the student protests
at that time which had fought for
amelioration of many of the then-present
conditions at Flatbush. We would talk to
administrators, teachers, members of the
board of directors, and essentially
anybody who would listen.

The administration reacted by asking
me to leave the school. At first I refused,
but when I thought about it, I realized
Rabbi Eliach might be right and decided to
leave the school. However, then Eliach
told my parents that another high school
would be a bad influence on me and that I
should not leave. By the time this incident
occurred, Eliach’s lies and hypocrisies
were no longer a surprise. The next year,
the “freedom fighters'’—the six students
of the original class who led the demands
for change—were separated, each into a
different class, regardless of their grades,
to break up the protest. That's when I went
home and decided never to come back—
orientation day of my Junior year. These
are only a tiny number of the harassment
tactics Eliach used to silence anybody who
disagreed with him.

So, I can imagine the harassment and
intimidation you must be going through
now. I am writing for many reasons. One is
in admiration for someone who is con-
tinuing the fight that I was in. Another
reason I am writing is my joy at the fact
that you are struggling for a Jewish cause.

I wish to present two main ideas in
fighting Eliach et al. The first is that the
administration of Flatbush has the
mentality of a dictatorship and is obsessed
by the fear that an action they take may
appear like a result of student requests.
Since you have presented a demand for
Yiddish, something that common sense
dictates should be happening at the school,
it will inevitably be met sooner or later,
most likely after you have left the school. I
am not saying this because Rabbi Eliach is

Continued on Page 20



Hebrew Arts School:

Our Policy Not Anti-Yiddish

Manhattan’s Hebrew Arts School for
Music and Dance recently conducted a
television program in honor of “Our
Yiddish Musical Heritage”” which was the
theme of this year’s Jewish Music Month.
Aleichem Sholem immediately sent a
statement of protest to the Hebrew Arts
School concerning the absence of Yiddish
from the program.

In a swift reply, Tzipora H. Jochsberger,
Director of the school explained that the
omission of Yiddish from the program was
not due to animosity toward Yiddish. Ms.
Jochsberger’s statement included the
following:

“Needless to say, I have great affection
for the Yiddish language. As a matter of
fact the large children’s choir which I train
myself here at the school has in its

Haramati in Effort to Become Principal...

Continued from Page 9

ministration by personally harassing
members of the Student Committee for
Yiddish.

Haramati acted on May 8, 1973. He
summoned the entire editorial staff
without prior notice for the purpose of
being harangued, harassed and in-
tensively interrogated for an hour and a
half. The action disrupted three classes—
over one hundred students—for the pur-
pose of intimidating six editorial staff
members.

Haramati treated the Aleichem Sholem
staff like criminals. He began with the
question ‘‘What have you got to say for
yourselves?’’ and proceeded with threats
and declarations of hate. Whenever one of
the students attempted to reply he shouted
“‘Shtok!’’ (Hebrew for ‘‘shut up”). At the
conclusion of the session he told the
students his ‘‘proposal for peace’ on the
question of Yiddish at the school: “If you
will continue in this way with your current
activities and continue publishing
Aleichem Sholem we will kick you all out
of school. You will have to find yourselves
someplace else, not here.” Haramati
explained that this was a ‘‘message from
the faculty decided upon at a teachers
meeting.”” The explanation was quickly
found to be a figment of his imagination as
each and every teacher questioned denied
that any such decision had ever been
reached by the faculty at any point in time.

When one of the students protested the
use of threats to suppress Yiddish,
Haramati caustically replied “I am not
threatening you, I'm just telling you
facts,” thus concluding the session.

Not long thereafter, in what has been
described as ‘‘unprecedented educational
irresponsibility and incompetence’’
Haramati disrupted a final examination in

English by demanding another of his’

repertoire Yiddish, Hebrew and English
songs.

“Now, regarding this program. We were
asked by the New York Board of Rabbis
just four weeks prior to its taping to do
something with our children in honor of
Jewish Music Month. I am very sorry that
it was impossible to have spoken Yiddish
on the program, but the melodies and my
explanations of them stated clearly where
they originated. Our recorder group
played instrumental arrangements of
Yiddish folksongs and our Boys Choir had
to sing songs known to them , which were
in Hebrew. I also stressed that there was a
great heritage of Yiddish music and I
suggested to the audience that they seek it
out.”

—Tzipora H. Jochsberger, Director

‘“‘conferences,” this time with the
Aleichem Sholem editor alone. Again,
Haramati’s negotiations consisted of
threats and insults. Whenever the student
answered, he quickly shouted ‘‘Shtok!”

Amnon Haramati hoped to convince the
administration to have the editorial staff
expelled from school, as he had
threatened—or as he would have it, in
accordance with the ‘‘facts.” His threats
remained unrealized because of ad-
ministration awareness of the widespread
public outrage that would have resulted
from the mass expulsion that Haramati
hoped - for.

Although defeated on the expulsion
issue, Haramati succeeded in causing a
major public scandal on the question of
Arista. This led to much attack against
the administration and specifically, Rabbi
Elliach and was enough fuel to keep the plot

ive.

Blocks Peace Effort

Haramati was appointed member of the
three-man committee formed May 4, 1973
at the conclusion of the Hebrew teacher’s
conference at which teachers sympathetic

to Yiddish were subject to violent verbal

attack by principal Rabbi Eliach.

The task of the three teachers on the
committee was to attempt to bring about a
settlement of the Yiddish controversy at
the yeshiva. In addition to Haramati, two
rabbis were appointed.

The two rabbis on the committee worked
conscientiously and tirelessly in working
out a compromise peace plan acceptable
to all parties which would have ended the
controversy and strife that have torn the
Yeshiva of Flatbush on the question of
Yiddish.

Peace at Flatbush would have spelled
the end of Haramati’s plan to become

principal and he effectively blocked the
agreement. While the two rabbis
recommended to the principal that he
accept the compromise, Haramati warned
against it and succeeded in convincing
Eliach that to make peace with the Student
Committee for Yiddish would be ‘“a blow to
the honor of the administration.”” Having
effectively convinced Rabbi Eliach to
remain adamant, Haramati had suc-
ceeded in ensuring the continuation of the
controversy which was essential to his
hopes for Eliach’s downfall and his own
appointment to the principal’s office.

Continued on Page 21

Religious Textbooks
Prepared

A new Yiddish textbook which is to
employ the most modern language study
techniques and at the same time be
especially suited to the needs of Orthodox
Jews is currently being prepared by Mrs.
Moskowitz and Mrs. Appel of Mount Kisco,
New York.

The new textbook is to be used mostly for

children in Chasidic educational in-
Stitutions.

Yiddish Urged as
Basis for
Minority Status

The Metropolitan New York Coor-
dinating Council on Jewish Poverty has
declared a campaign to win government
services and benefits for Yiddish speaking
Jews with limited English speaking
ability. Jerome M. Becker, president of
the Coordinating Council, called upon
Governor Wilson of New York to direct
each state agency administering
programs for minority groups to
specifically include Yiddish speakers in
the definition of minorities.

The Federal Register of Thursday,
October 11, 1973, announced the following
definition of a minority group: ‘“The term
‘minority’ means those persons who
identify themselves as American Indian,
Negro, Oriental, or Spanish speaking, and
members of any additional group with
limited English ability designated by the
State agency.” ‘“Thus,” Mr. Becker wrote
to Governor Wilson, ‘‘this broadened the
scope of the 1965 definition which did not
specifically designate language.”

In his effort to formally establish the
minority status of Yiddish speaking Jews,
Becker noted that a number of
organizations had already received state
approval to designate Jews whose primary
language is Yiddish as a minority group,
thus assuring their participation in
government minority oriented programs.
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In and Around
Flatbush Yeshiva

Yiddish to Parents Campaign

A new Aleichem Sholem effort has been launched to involve
parents of Flatbush students in the Yiddish movement. Shortly
before the last annual parent-teacher conference evenings,
Aleichem Sholem mailed pro-Yiddish literature to parents of all
freshmen, sophomores and juniors at the yeshiva. Materials
sent included discussions of such questions as Why Yiddish?
Does the Board of Education Recognize Yiddish? Are the
Technical Difficulties Involved in Introducing Yiddish In-
surmountable? and others. The Aleichem Sholem statement
declared that ‘“‘American Jewry without Yiddish is a body
without a soul, a people with almost no past, continuity with that
past, or the ability to create a future which will carry forward
and build upon those proud traditions which constitute our past
...” The letter pointed to the centrality of Yiddish in all phases
of contemporary Jewish experiences and referred to the rapidly
growing number of educational institutions on the elementary,
secondary and higher educational levels currently providing
Yiddish instruction.

The effort was a major success as hundreds of parents con-
fronted yeshiva administrators with pro-Yiddish demands. Most
were responded to by assistant principal Joseph Heimowitz who
told inquiring parents that the school would permit a ““Yiddish
club,” although no such action was in fact contemplated by the
administration. While, as expected there was little truth in
Heimowitz's assurances of a policy of increased tolerance of
Yiddish culture, the Yiddish-to-the-parents mailing succeeded
in winning widespread parent support for Yiddish.

Wolowelsky Continues Harassment

Yeshiva of Flatbush math teacher Joel B. Wolowelsky con-
tinues to lead most harassment activities against students he
suspects are sympathetic to Yiddish. Wolowelsky’s activities
have drawn harsh criticism even from staunch administration
supporters, since he often resorts to falsification or misuse of his.
academic position. He has used his teaching post for the last two
years as a means by which to threaten, harangue, intimidate
and harass pro-Yiddish students.

Wolowelsky’s first major involvement in the Yiddish issue
was his abortive attempts at playing detective in June 1972 when
he arbitrarily halted another teacher’s Talmud class for days to
intensively interrogate students as to the identities of the
Forward Seven—which he never succeeded in determining. At
the time, Wolowelsky stood in hallways questioning students as
to knowledge of anybody involved in the Yiddish movement and
went through students’ entrance applications to determine
information about their backgrounds which he could use to
smear their names.

When news of Wolowelsky’s harassment campaign became
public, he immediately tried to deny the story. To support his
denials, Wolowelsky threatened the teacher of the Talmud class
he had disrupted to give him a signed statement to the effect
that published reports concerning the harassment were inac-
curate. The Talmud teacher, a prominent rabbinical figure,
refused to distort the facts to comply with Wolowelsky’s
demand. In fact, his disruptions and interrogations had been
witnessed by so many that even the official school newspaper
which is strictly censored by the administration had to concede
to Wolowelsky’s activities. The official paper stated: ‘“This
teacher asked various students intense questions such as ‘Did
you go to the Forward?’ or ‘Do you swear you didn’t?’ His in-
vestigation however, did not obtain the desired results.”

During the 1972-1973 school year, Wolowelsky harassed
students more sporadically, apparently as a result of the write-
ups his activities had received in Jewish publications in New
York, Tel Aviv, Mexico City, Buenos Aires and elsewhere.

On numerous occasions, however, Wolowelsky uncontrollably
Continued on Page 17
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In Yeshiva of Flatbush...

Continued from Page 16

lashed out at students in his classes. On November 15, 1972, he
harangued the top junior class at the yeshiva for bemg “morally
decadent and ethically bankrupt’’ because of his suspicions that
a number of students in the class might be sympathetic toward
Yiddish. Several days later, he again launched a series of anti-
Yiddish lectures in lieu of teaching responsibilities.

On January 8, 1973, in an unprovoked rage Wolowelsky
abruptly hurled a textbook at Jay Zitter, a student in his class
who had been a member of the Student Committee for Yiddish
but was rarely -active in the movement. After hurling the text-
book, Wolowelsky, having succeeded in creating a scene in the
classroom, had an excuse to give yet another lecture charging
the class with ““moral decadence.” Then, Wolowelsky arranged

for the principal and a colleague to lecture Zitter on his in-

volvement in pro-Yiddish activities. The principal’s lecture
included ‘‘proof”’ that Yiddish was to be suppressed which
consisted of an article printed somewhere that claimed Yiddish
was declining. Following the harassment, Zitter resigned from
the Student Committee for Yiddish but remained on the
Aleichem Sholem editorial staff until spring of 1974 when he
resigned after being harassed and intimidated by Hebrew
teacher Amnon Haramati. Since Zitter was never active and
had never written a single word throughout the entire con-
'troversy, Wolowelsky and Haramati were apparently disturbed
by his sympathy toward Yiddish, When Zitter graduated the
yeshiva in June of 1974, Wolowelsky told him: “You go to the
principal, get down on your knees and beg forgiveness, then go
to each teacher on the faculty, get down on your knees and beg
forgiveness, and then come to me and get down on your knees
and beg forgiveness.”

What happened to Jay Zitter is a standard procedure of
harassment by the principal’s subordinates against students the
.administration considers sympathetic but not activist oriented
and hence more easily harassed and intimidated to the extent of
fearing to display even the slightest sympathy toward Yiddish
language or culture.

Perhaps Wolowelsky’s most controversial action was his
blackmailing a newly hired Hebrew teacher by threatening to
arrange to have her fired if she would not agree to give an anti-
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Wolowelsky Teaches 'Philosophy’

Books

By Stephen Liebb

THE GREATEST JEWISH CITY IN THE WORLD. By Harry
Golden. Selected Photographs by Jay Maisel. Doubleday &
Company, Inc. 236 pp. $12.95.

The 1,836,000 Jews who live in the five boroughs of Greater
New York are the progeny of an immigrant population which
has bequeathed and implanted a culture and aura singularly
distinguishing. Of the Jews arriving in America in the three
influxes of immigration—the Sephardic Jews from England and
Holland in colonial times; the German Jew after 1848; and the
immigration from Eastern Europe from 1880-1920—significant
numbers settled in New York.

The Jewish colonists erected synagogues, primary among
them the Mill Street Synagogue which housed Shearith Israel,
the center of colonial religious life for over a century and a half.
It was August Belmont, a Jew, who helped maintain English
neutrality and finance the Union campaigns during the Civil
War.

It is not the Jews’ boon to the cltl); in the economic and political
areas which makes New York ‘‘the greatest Jewish city in the
world.” Rather, as Harry Golden perceptively and straight-
forwardly writes: “It is a Jewish city because the attitudes,
culture, art, theaters, stores, fashions, music, writing,
television, and most of the producers and directors, artists, and
architects are Jewish. The imagination and style of the city
come from Jewish chutzpa—imagination and guts.”

Most of the million and a half European Jews who immigrated
to the United States during 1899-1914 settled in New York’s
Lower East Side. The Jews there symbolized a belief and
dedication to an idea. “Their Yiddishkeit embodied a social
and moral ethic emphasizing humaneness, affection, and
discipline toward the young, commitment to improving things,
and the idea of charity; all of these formed the foundation of the
Jewish-American experience.”

The idea of ameliorating conditions is found in the Jewish
drive for unionism. The eminent labor leaders were Jews—
Samuel Gompers, Sidney Hillman, labor representative in
FDR’s “kitchen cabinet,” Jacob Potofsky, president of the.
Amalgamated Clothing Workers Union, and David Dubinsky,
founder of the International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union.

.Founded in 1897, the Jewish Daily Forward, the leading
Yiddish language newspaper, was dedicated to easing the entry
of the thousands of Yiddish speaking immigrants into a new and
English speaking country.

The patriarch of the Forward Abraham Cahan, rallied against:
the pernicious sweatshops and through the paper’s advocacy of
just trade unionism helped salidify the Jewish labor movement.
Cahan’s vision of the Forward as the nexus between Old and
New World ethics and mores and as the arbiter for immigrants
“invested the Forward with its own unique values and
traditions.” Cahan was an innovator not only in Yiddish jour-
nalism in America but introduced the magazine format,
detailed feature stories and the personal advice column—all
common fare in American newspapers today.

Thus as Harry Golden details in a book gracefully interwoven
with American Jewish history and revealing anecdotes, New
York has earned the designation of a Jewish city not because of
Jewish numerical representation in the population but because
of a rich and enduring legacy. Yiddish expressions have become
part of the patois of New Yorkers. But New York is also the
center of many other ethnic groups whose common goal of
improving the city and belief of “‘fulfillment in diversity’’ makes
the city the paragon for other metropolises.
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~ You Are
What You Speak

By Henry F. Beechhold

The Eskimo who visits Paris does not see the Paris of the
Parisian. He sees a world that may literally be the same, but
that is, in fact, perceptually different. Like all of us, he sees
the world through language-colored glasses, and while there
are, no doubt, points at which linguistic universes overlap,
it is none the less true that the language each of us speaks
predisposes us to certain perceptions and denies us others.
Consider now, by way of illustration, the Parisian in the
snowy wastes of the Arctic, the world, that is, of the
Eskimo. What will the Parisian see but mere snow? Yet for
the Eskimo, there is no such thing as mere snow, for snow is
too important a part of the Eskimo’s life to be dealt with so
crudely. For him there are many kinds of snow, each with
its distinctive name—not indeed different kinds, but dif-
ferent realities represented by different words. Our Parisian
will never see these differences (so significant -to the
Eskimo) until he has assimilated the culture that recognizes
them. The recognition and assimilation come, of course,
through language. As a culture identifies those slices of
reality that are significant to it, it clothes them in language.
And for anyone growing up in the culture, the language
gives him the world outlook of the culture. And we are
speaking not only of words, which, incidentally, are slip-

pery entities and not at all well defined even by linguists.
We are speaking of all aspects of a language. Even its verb
system (as an example), for not all cultures associate with
the verb that which we might think is its “normal’’ attribute
of time (tense), i.e.,, the meanings of past, present, and
future. There are languages (notably certain American
Indian languages) in which the verbal elements are ex-
pressive of validity (intensity, duration, iterativity, etc.)
instead of time.

What we are saying is that language expresses and
defines culture. Let us go further: language, because it is
the principal mechanism of acculturation, is intimately
implicated in one’s own sense of identity. Man is a social
being. Language is the preeminent means of socialization.
Language is, therefore, the preeminent means of self
identity. Consider: the stranger in our midst is immediately
recognized as such by his language, by, that is to say,
speechways that are different to a greater or lesser extent
from our own. These differences operate at many levels
within a single language, viz., regional, educational, ethnic,
age, and class. They operate, a fortiori, between languages.

Yiddish, like Irish (Gaelic—though there are two
Gaelics, Irish and Scots, but it is to the Irish form I refer
here), is a “minority’’ language. Both are in danger of being
crowded out by the dominant language, English both in the
case of the Irish and in the case of Jews living in the
English-speaking world. Interestingly, Irish is the official
first language of Ireland, but despite this fact and despite a
variety of intensive and expensive efforts on the part of the
Irish government, it is fading. In the great world of affairs it
lacks utility. Yet it has its adherents. It is the language of a
rich and ancient tradition. It is the language of quint-
essential Irish identity. There is much in Irish that can only
imperfectly be translated, if at all in any genuine sense. And
what we are saying of Irish can be equally well said of
Yiddish. Yiddish emerged during the centuries of ex-
perience in Europe which formed the modern Jew. He is
directly a product of Jewish Europe, mainly middle and
eastern Europe, the Europe that is, in fact, captured in
Yiddish: the shtetl, the ethics, the pogroms, Sholem
Aleichem, meylech sobetski’s yorn; in brief, all the joys and
sorrows of the Jewish past. It is all caught in the amber of
Yiddish—Yiddishkeit.

And what is a people but the sum of their experiences?
And where are those experiences stored? In their language,
for their language is their group memory. But a spoken
language is as alive as its speakers and reflects, therefore,
not only the past but the present as well. Any living
language is approximately adequate to the néeds of its
users. Hence, Yiddish (and Irish) can as readily deal with
the modern world as any other language. But while other
languages can and do serve the Jew well in that great world
of affairs, no language but Yiddish can so well serve the Jew
who would keep an unshakeable grip on his quintessential
identity, the Jew who would know his past and his very
special culture. Here (as in so many other ways) the Jew
and the Irishman are brothers. Go mairidh sibh bhur
slainte! Zay gezunt!

Dr. Henry F. Beechhold, professor of English and
Linguistics at Trenton State College, is associate editor of
‘Ireland,’ a leading Irish magazine.
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Yiddish in American
Higher Education

By Fred Heuman.

Dr. Fred Heuman is professor of Yiddish at City College
and Touro College. The following are excerpts from Dr.
Heuman’s address at the founding session of the American
Association of Professors of Yiddish, recently held at the
Jewish Bureau of Education in New York.

The value of Yiddish in the last millenium of Ashkenazic
Jewry consisted in being the primary functional vehicle of
oral communication and expression. Since the intellectual-
spiritual life of Ashkenazic Jewry revolved about the Jewish
religious tradition, its language fabric early became in-
terwoven with Hebrew terms, and in the post-Crusades era
accomodated itself to various Slavic influences due to the
shift of the Jewish population into Eastern Europe.

Since languages are not only vehicles of transmission, but
part of content itself, the position of Yiddish in the overall
Jewish scale of values has been well described by Rabbi
Joseph Ber Solveitchik, professor of Talmud and Jewish
philosophy at Yeshiva University. In his congratulatory
message to the jubilee issue of the Jewish Day-Morning
Journal, he described the value of Yiddish in terms of the
tik hatfiln; the bag in which the phylacteries are kept. Like
the tik hatfiln, Yiddish is both the receptable containing
Jewish sancta and its protector. He bases his estimate on
the halachik implications derived from the laws concerning
the guarding of the tik hatfiln.

This twofold analogy seems to be operative somewhat in
regard to Yiddish in American higher education.

The first factor, Yiddish as the receptacle of Jewish
values in the widest sense is a motivating force to bring

about academic offerings in Yiddish language and'
literature in American universities.

The second factor concerns Yiddish as the guardian of
traditional Jewish values against any and all assimilatory
influences. This is evident in the fact that in the United
States today, the more traditionalist minded an institution:
of higher Talmudic learning is, the more its spoken ac-
tivities are dominated by Yiddish. It would augur well for
the continuing use of Yiddish, if this trend would perhaps
become a more conscious and programatic one. Otherwise,
as is happening in some rabbinic seminaries, as the in-
structors, and, of course, the student body are no longer
linguistically at ease in Yiddish, the use of Yiddish is
gradually dropped as the language of instruction and class
discussion. A much greater sensitivity toward Yiddish and
its values must here replace the current attitude.

In returning to our main subject, the instruction of
Yiddish in American colleges and universities, one is struck
by the lack of sensitivity on the part of the organized Jewish
establishment toward Yiddish. It is the absence of an
organized effort to have the instruction of Yiddish
available, to endow chairs in Yiddish literature (which is
similar to the instruction of Hebrew but a few years ago),
even in those universities and colleges which have a large
percentage or a high numerical figure of Jewish students. In
this connection, a historical curiosity is cited. According to
the American Jewish Yearbook of 5678 (1917-1918, page
406) there were 8,061 Jewish students at the College of the
City of New York out of a total of 9,484 students enrolled,
yet no Yiddish was taught, while at the University of
Chicago and at Yale University, Yiddish was taught. At
Yale, 165 Jewish students were enrolled out of a total of
3,260.

- As it stands now, instruction of Yiddish is instead due to
the pioneering efforts of a small group of influential
academicians and in some instances is the result of pressure
initiated by vociferously interested students. To delineate
their efforts, be it of the late Weinreichs — father and son,
of Liptzin and Susskind at City College, of Jofen first at
Brooklyn College and now at Baruch College, of Matenko

at Brooklyn College, of Landes with the greatest success at...

Queens College, and of the youthful enthusiasts of Yugntruf
at Chicago, Philadelphia and elsewhere, would go beyond
the confines of this paper.

Comparative statistics show a 500 percent increase in the
study of Yiddish in American colleges today over the
enrollment five years ago. In a number of surveys, it is
indicated that Yiddish instruction is still rapidly increasing.

It is to be hoped that the lines of demarcation between
Hebraists and Yiddishists are becoming less absolute,
hostile and competitive. Because of the increasing demand
for Yiddish courses, the time is highly appropriate to create
a professional organization of instructors of Yiddish in
American universities and colleges. A close affiliation
between the professional organization of instructors of
Yiddish now being formed and the existing organization of
the Professors of Hebrew would seem to be of great
potential benefit to both groups.

The recent conclave celebrating a decade of the existence
of the Yiddishist youth organization, Yugntruf, would
illustrate that the once potent differences between secular
Yiddishists and traditionally minded *“Chasidim of Yid-
dish” have been replaced by a closing of ranks, by the
recognition that mutual respect and cooperation are vital in

.the post-Auschwitz generation.



Anti-Yiddish Textbooks Used
for “Jewish Education”

One of the most disgraceful methods of
encouraging hatred and prejudice among
young people is the falsifying of textbook
materials used in formal educational
settings. It is naturally expected that the
average student with no specific
background on a given subject will tend to
accept as fact materials presented in the
classroom. Hence, hate filled statements
as well as outright falsehoods presented as
“facts’’ have been used throughout the
ages to encourage animosity. To those
familiar with the history of anti-semitism,
it has also been known as one of the most
infamous methods of spreading hatred
toward Jews.

In the case of Yiddish, too, individuals
and organizations who consider them-
selves elements of ‘‘Jewish education”
arrange for the use of such materials in
anti-Yiddish institutions.

Although the problem is essentially very
broad, the Yeshiva of Flatbush is a classic
example of the attempt to inject into
Jewish youth an attitude of no respect at
the least and outright animosity at the
most, toward Yiddish, Yiddish literature,
and Yiddish culture.

All of the “‘original literature’’ studied of
the classical Yiddish writers at Flatbush,
such as the works of Mendele, Sholem
Aleichem, Y. L. Peretz, Sholem Ash and
others are presented in Hebrew tran-
slation with no statement anywhere in the
book to the effect that the work was
translated from the Yiddish. It is therefore
improbable that the average student could
learn to respect Yiddish literature, since
his formal educational experiences at the
yeshiva do not even give him the op-
portunity to learn that it exists.

The lack of accreditation to the original

language in which the work was written, is
one of the mild forms of textbook prejudice
at Yeshiva of Flatbush. The ad-
ministration, however, apparently con-
siders it insufficient and uses texts which
outrightly denounce Yiddish and Yiddish
culture. The following are several
examples:
1. Contemporary Jewish Thought: A
Reader, Published by B’'nai B’rith
Department of Jewish Education, 1973,
page 75.

“We should not close our eyes to the fact
that Yiddish is dying out. Only a blind
man, or one who deliberately shuts his
eyes, can fail to see this. The various
native tongues are gradually replacing it.
Youth is speaking more and more Russian,
German, and so on. In America too, where
Yiddish apparently is flourishing, the
second generation speaks English. The
Jewish jargon persists only because of the
stream of immigrants who came from
lands where European culture had not
penetrated all Jewish ranks.’ — A. D.

20 — Aleichem Sholem

Gordon.

This paragraph was written over eighty
years ago by A. D. Gordon. The time span
itself is sufficient evidence that the ‘‘great
prophets of doom”’ concerning Yiddish are
indeed not prophets at all; hatred toward
an object inevitably leads to the desire to
declare it ‘‘dead,”’ or ‘“dying.” It can be
argued that Gordon had the right to ex-
press his opinion. However, it is
disgraceful and outrageous that such
material should be presented to today’s
Jewish youth in institutions devoted to
“Jewish education.” This text is used in
Jewish philosophy classes. Of course, no
opposing viewpoints are presented.

2. A Short History of Modern Hebrew
Literature, by Dr. Joseph Klausner.

-Published by Yosef Sreberk Publishing

Co., Tel Aviv 1953, page 11.

“It was forbidden for the Jews to occupy
themselves with foreign languages and
general sciences, and Hebrew was the only
permitted tongue, except for the Corrupt
German-Jewish which they spoke.”

Here we see classic cultural paranoia:
fear to even mention‘the word “Yiddish.”
This is perhaps the most outrageous
method, borrowed directly from the Aryan
supremacists—the theory of ‘pure’ and
“hybrid’’ languages which is an axiom to
the theory of pure and hybrid peoples,
which led to the death of millions during
the Holocaust. The same theory could be
used to ‘‘prove’’ that English is a ‘‘hybrid”’
of Latin and Saxon, Hebrew of Aramaic
and Canaanite, etc. etc. It is sad that there
are still racists who believe in ‘‘superior”’
and ‘“‘inferior’’ languages and peoples. It is
even sadder that Jews should thus degrade
their own proud heritage and work to in-
still this sick hatred in today’s generation
of young American Jews.

3. Prozdor: Reader for Hebrew High
Schools, by M. Steiner and J. K.
Mikliszanski, N.Y. 1967. Published by the
Commission on Text Materials.

In this book, numerous excerpts are
produced from noted Yiddish writers such
as Sholem Ash (p. 9), Sholem Aleichem (p.
13), Y. L. Peretz (p. 79) and others. In

most cases no mention is made that the:

works were at all translated, and on the
rare occasions that the authors credit the
translator, there is no mention that the
work was written in Yiddish. However,
when the anthology includes a work from
other languages, such as Dutch (p. 115) it
explicitly states that the work was
“written in Dutch.”

This text simply employs fraud: the use
of translated literature designed to create
the impression in most cases that the work
was originally created in the translated
language.

Letters

Continued from Page 14)

motivated by common sense, only by
judging the character of his corrupt power
machine.

The second idea concerns the people who
won’t help you. These people are teachers
and students who know you are right, but
would not stick their necks out for you. The
activist is necessarily separated from the
crowd. Someday, all of you will look back
upon the docile stooges who sat back and
ate whatever was fed them. Then you will
feel superior because you fought for what
you believed in.

I hope my contribution will help
Aleichem Sholem. Please write me about
the way things are going. The only thing I
learned in Flatbush was how one deals
with a bureaucracy. This did help me
though, and you’ll appreciate this later on.
I wish you good luck.

Fred Landis
Hampshire College
Ambherst, Mass.

‘T love Yiddish’

Bless you, bless you! Your publication is
beautiful. I love Yiddish. Yiddish is my
language and that of my family, including
my children. It is the love of our lives.

Enclosed is a check for five dollars,
which is for a year’s subscription to your
publication and a four dollar donation to
our cause.

Gertrude M. Ludwig
12 Evanston Drive
Downsview, Ontario, Canada

‘YIDDISH NOW'
BUTTONS

25° Each

100 Or More: 20° Each
ORDER TODAY




Legal Battle on Yiddish In
New York State Supreme Court

Continued from Page 6

controversial on issues of education and
administration.

It was Rabbi Heimowitz who declared
that students interested in learning Yid-
dish should “listen to WEVD” ,instead of
learning the language from classroom
instruction as all other languages and
subjects are taught at the Yeshiva of
Flatbush High School. In addition,
Heimowitz forged a note on April 19, 1972
which he signed “Dovid Katz” and in-
tended for publication in a major
newspaper. The forgery reads:

Gentelmen (sic)

Regarding my letter published in your
newspaper on 4/17 concerning the
teaching of Yiddish at the Yeshiva of
Flatbush H.S. (sic) Please be aware
that a course in Yiddish will be given
in Sept. 1972.

Sincerely

(signed in Hebrew) Dovid Katz

Joseph Heimowitz
Assistant Principal

The original forgery in Heimowitz’s
handwriting is currently located in
Aleichem Sholem files. Photocopies,
however, are being made available to
readers on request.

Following the principal’s exclusion of
Dovid Katz from Arista the first time, a
letter of warning was sent by the New
York Civil Liberties Union. The NYCLU’s
warning included the following:

“It would appear that the criteria for
admission to Arista, which is a national
honor society, have been admirably met
by Mr. Katz as indicated by his academic

record and personal commendation letters
from teachers. It is not the intention nor is
it within the jurisdiction of the New York
Civil Liberties Union to become involved
in the controversy over the teaching of
Yiddish. It is however our role to litigate
constitutional questions. The expression of
political opinion is constitutionally
protected by the First Amendment as you
are, | am sure, aware. This protection
extends to all members of society in-
eluding students. It seems (...) that Mr.
Katz’s First Amendment rights have been
seriously violated.”

After Rabbi Eliach’s effort to dress up
the second exclusion from Arista with a
kangaroo hearing was a dismal failure,
new preparations'were made for court
action.

The administration’s actions were
brought to the attention of Arthur Dobrin,
president of the Ethical Society, who
referred the Student Committee for
Yiddish to Sheldon Ackley, chairman of
the New York Civil Liberties Union. Mr.
Ackley sent the documents that the
Student Committee for Yiddish had
produced in evidence to the Manhattan
offices of the NYCLU at 84 Fifth Avenue,
where executive director Ira Glasser
assigned Stefan Presser, an authority on
students rights to the case. Mr. Presser
established contact with Robert Gaut,
director of the National Honor Society
central office in Reston, Virginia. Mr.
Gaut agreed to contact the school on its
handling of the issue. Mr. Presser also
played an instrumental role in helping
Chaim Goodfriend and Adam Teitelbaum
file charges of Assault and Harassment
a?ainst three officials of the Yeshiva of
Flatbush who violently attacked them
during a pro-Yiddish leafletting action.
Presser was present at the hearing in that
case in Brooklyn Criminal Court and was
also on hand at the Arista hearing at State
Supreme Court.

The decisive initiative in obtaining the
court order at State Supreme Court came
from Hyman Silverglad, a prominent New
York attorney who is a key community
leader on New York’s Lower East Side.
Silverglad generously gave of his time to
help the Student Committee for Yiddish in
preparing the legal action on the Arista
issue. At the hearing in court, Silverglad
appeared on behalf of SCY to argue the
case before Justice John A Monteleone.
The papers in the case were prepared
independently by the Student Committee
for Yiddish and Dovid Katz obtained the
order to show cause appearing pro se
(without an attorney).

On the issue of the exclusion of a
qualified student from a national honor
society because of Yiddish, public support

for the Student Committee for Yiddish has
been nearly unanimous. Among the many
who actively aided the Committee on the
issue are New York State Assemblyman
Leonard Silverman, Brooklyn attorney
Howard Bernstein who helped extensively
in the many complex problems of the case,
Yiddish author Hersh Steinhart, Isidore
Kozlovsky, editor of Bnai Yiddish, and
Harry J. Smith, publisher of the Smith-
Horizon Press and president of the
Generalist Association, an international
literary organization.

Haram ati...

Continued from Page 15
Reverses Position on Yiddish

Having convinced the administration of
his loyalty to the principal by harassing
pro-Yiddish students, Haramati’s problem
was now to convince the Student Com-
mittee for Yiddish that he was not against
Yiddish, in order to avoid attack in the
Yiddish press. Only days after his threats
and disruptions, Haramati shamelessly
approached the editor of Aleichem Sholem
and declared his desire to promote Yiddish
in the school by “mimeographing Yiddish
proverbs and distributing them to students
to encourage knowledge of Yiddish.” He
searched out sources for the supposed
project and handed them on a sheet of
paper to the editor of Aleichem Sholem.

Throughout the school year, Haramati
has maintained his supposed pro~Yiddish
position in Dovid Katz’s class while
making the usual attacks on Yiddish in
other classes. Apparently, he neglected to
consider the possibility that students could
compare notes.

Plot Brings No Results

Haramati’s position is currently viewed
as highly controversial at the Yeshiva of
Flatbush, as a result of his stand on Yid-
dish culture, his political machinations
and manipulations, and his campaigns of
harassment and intimidation at the school.

The underlying plan behind his actions
throughout the year, has been, of course,
to convince Aleichem Sholem that he was
entirely pro-Yiddish, convince the ad-
ministration that he was entirely pro-
administration, while aggravating ten-
sions at the school in every way possible in
the hope that Eliach would eventually
have to resign.

Amnon Haramati’s efforts have thus far
produced no tangible results.
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Very Deep
Thoughts

By Martin Edelstein

DEAR EDITOR: | am very thankful that | had a chance to
take French at the yeshiva | attend. First of all, French is an
essential part of my culture. After all, my grandparents
came from Latvia. Secondly, | learned exactly where the
Louvre museum is, and this assumed special significance to
me once | realized that | didn't even know where Latvia is.

Votre ami, Jacques.
THOUGHT OF THE DAY: “Anything worthwhile ever
written in Yiddish is available in Hebrew translation.”” —
Rabbi Eliach. Who has the right to certify Yiddish literary
works as worthwhile? YIVO? The Board of Rabbis? The
colleges? Sholem Aleichem Folk Institute? Yugntruf? The
Jews? No, none of these, only Rabbi Eliach.

REFLECTION: When | reflect upon the crisis facing mameh
loshn today, | often wonder what my grandparents from
Latvia would have to say about it. For example, let's say |
just arrived home from school and heard my grandmother
talking to my grandfather:
“Yankl gib mir dem lefl.”
So then | would say to my grandmother: _
“Grandma, | learned in school that you should forget all
about Yiddish because everything in Yiddish is available in
translation.
And she would reply:
.. "Ober Moishe, ich ken nit redn keyn ander loshn."”

“Well, all | can say is, don't talk till | come home from school
tomorrow and I'll ask my principal to give you special
permission.”

PARENTS: Has your child been acting kind of strangely
lately? Has he been mentioning something about the
Forward or singing Yiddish songs around the house? Well, if
your child is in this condition, he is probably coming down
with Yiddish Fever, a disease which stems from learning
Yiddish language and culture. If this is the case, there is no
need to get alarmed. Thanks to the miracles of science your
child can be cured of this dreaded disease for just $9.95.
Send your check or money order and the name of the
person who is teaching your child Yiddish to: Eliach Ex-
terminators Inc. He'll come to your house, inject your child
with anti-Yiddish serum and personally see to it that the
language be removed from your child's environment.
DEAR EDITOR: It's a good thing my high school teaches
French instead of Yiddish because it opens up my eyes to an
entirely different culture and religion. Because of this, |
hope to visit the church at Notre.Dame and maybe even
convert.

NEWS ITEM: In an apparent closed door session, Rabbi
Eliach, speaking before his mirror, has cited “executive
privilege" in his refusal to attend the Din Torah.

NOW AVAILABLE: For the first time, you can now purchase
the Eliach-Heimowitz combination Hebrew translator and
radio. Shift it into high and you have an instrument which
will translate everything written in Yiddish that is worth
reading. Shift it into low and you can hear a half hour radio
session of Yiddish once a week which will enable you to
learn the language in the short time of 75,000 years.
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until the period immediately preceding World War II.
During that time sequence, Yiddish literature was at the
height of its influence with Eastern Europe and America
equally at the center of Yiddish creativity. A number of
highly gifted prose writers appeared in different countries
around the world turning out many varied literary
publications.

The twentieth century has also seen the spectacular rise
and development of Yiddish poetry. Much of the work of
contemporary Yiddish poets reflects an experimental spirit
of originality and artistic form found in other contemporary
literature. Moreover they reflect a typically Jewish spirit as
timeless as ancient Judaica, the spirit and yearning of the
Jews, whose dreams and lamentations are on a cosmic
scale.

The infamous Nazi genocide and the subsequent Soviet
purges have destroyed many of the writers and readers of
the Yiddish language. Before the Nazis, Yiddish was the
language of some eleven to twelve million Jews in all parts
of the world compared to today’s statistical figure of slightly
over four million.

However, there have been of late many encouraging signs
on the horizon that show that Yiddish has discovered new
energies and powers in the form of many young adherents.
Maurice Samuel’s book In Praise of Yiddish will most
certainly help in this ongoing revitalization and
rejuvenation.

Some of the signs of this are courses in Yiddish language
and all forms of Yiddish literature which are being offered
and pursued by students in high schools, colleges and
universities all over the United States from the primary
level to doctoral programs. Yiddish is also currently being
widely used as a research tool to study the golden age of
East European Jewish civilization, and the effect of the
Jews on American society. New dictionaries, textbooks and
atlases of Yiddish are constantly being published.

As Chaim Weizmann so effectively put it, if Hebrew is:
our loshn kodesh, then Yiddish is our loshn hakdoyshim.
The concept of the tsvey shprachikayt, the inherent
bilingualism of the Jews today, is the accepted position in
our day and age of many devotees of both Hebrew and
Yiddish. As a matter of fact, the Jewish Teachers Seminary
and the Herzeliah Hebrew Teachers Seminary have merged
to use their sources and resources together.

Thus all Jews of whatever persuasion who are concerned
with concrete expressions of Jewishness must work for the
continuity of the Yiddish language. A Jewish civilization
which is able to withstand the overwhelming cultural
pressure of the non-Jewish environment must exploit every
Jewish value, every product of Jewish creativity, of which
Yiddish language and culture are a foremost exponent.
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Yiddish lecture in her class. The incident occurred in May 1973
when Wolowelsky directed members of the faculty to condemn
Yiddish in their classes. When the newly hired Hebrew teacher
would not agree to follow his orders, he told her he would have
her dismissed by telling the principal that she postponed
Hebrew tests at the request of the Student Committee for Yid-
dish, although the allegation had no basis in fact.

Other anti-Yiddish tactics eriployed by Wolowelsky have
included failing or undermarking pro-Yiddish students, writing
absent and late marks on the records of students present,
denouncing teachers suspected of pro-Yiddish sympathy at
Hebrew teachers meetings, attempting to force withholding of
college transcripts by withholding grades of pro-Yiddish
students, and the use of a considerable number of additional
tactics of a similar nature.

In addition to his math classes, the principal assigned him
classes in Jewish philosophy, essentially for the purpose of
indoctrinating students in an attempt to bring about total
acquiescence to the principal's ideology. He has no
qualifications for the Jewish philosophy course.

Yiddish Year Book Ad Censored

Each year, the senior class of the yeshiva publishes a student
yearbook financed by student funds. As an additional fund-
raising effort, the yearbook solicits ads from individuals,
families, businesses, etc. The Student Committee for Yiddish
submitted an ad in Yiddish calling for the establishment of a
Yiddish program at Flatbush. The ad was paid for, accepted,
and a receipt obtained. Months later, principal David Eliach
abruptly declared it censored and refused to elaborate.

Rabbi Heimowitz, the assistant principal, responsible for
yearbook finances, refused to refund the money paid for the ad
until he was informed by the yearbook’s business manager that
the Student Committee for Yiddish was making arrangements
to file charges in Kings County Small Claims Court at 141
Livingston Street in downtown Brooklyn. Heimowitz sub-
sequently agreed to make a partial payment.

Play Attacks East European Jewry

The Yeshiva of Flatbush Drama Society recently produced
The Last Jew, a play written by Mrs. David Eliach concerning
the Holocaust. The acting in the presentation was superb and by
most accounts on a near professional level.

Far more controversial, however, were the play s theme and
content. It depicted the surviving East European Jew as a
maniac or a traitor. In fact, the play’s two characters who
“represent’’ East European Jewry are a maniac in an insane
asylum and a traitor who revealed to the Nazis where all his
townspeople lay hidden.

The play tried to ‘‘show” that there was nothing positive about
life in Jewish Eastern Europe or in the character of the Jews
and the culture which originate from the Ashkenazic heritage.
Mrs. Eliach’s presentation was considered a further attempt on
the part of the Yeshiva of Flatbush to smear and decry the
conception of the East European Jew, his language and his
culture in the eyes of today’s generation of American Jewish
youth.

Administration Apologist Writes

S. Shulsinger, a former member of the administration of the
Yeshiva of Flatbush, publisheda letter in the Hebrew weekly
Hadoar in support of the administration of the Yeshiva of
Flatbush. Instead of addressing himself to the issues in the
controversy, Shulsinger’s theme was that ‘‘a mysterious person
who is hiding” is behind the Yiddish movement. Shulsinger
apparently could not learn to accept the fact that young people
would fight for Yiddish; his constant claims of a ‘‘mysterious
secret person behind everything’” lend much support to the

theory that Flatbush administrators and supporters regard
Yiddish with considerable paranoia. His letter, as could be
expected drew little support—the editor of Canada’s Yiddish
Press published a front page editorial calling Shulsinger an
‘“‘administration apologist.”

The only purported fact Shulsinger’s letter containea was an
allegation that a pro-Yiddish letter published in the Jewish
Daily Forward had been a falsification since no name had been
signed. In fact, the letter was written by Bruce Karp, a former
student of the Yeshiva of Flatbush who enclosed his name and
address in his letter to the editor but requested they be withheld
from publication since any student who sent a pro-Yiddish letter
anywhere would be subject to extreme harassment by school
officials. In March 1974, Karp read his letter before an entire
class of Touro College Yiddish students.

Pro-Yiddish School Paper Editor Fired

The editor of the official newspaper of the Yeshiva of Flatbush
was fired because coincidentally, he was also a member of the
editorial staff of Aleichem Sholem. The student had been
associate editor for a year beforehand and was the only student
qualified for the job.

As a result, the school paper did not appear at all for many
months. When it finally appeared, it was without a student
editor, and as could be expected, an administration propaganda
sheet which featured articles and photographs extolling the
administrators.

Repression of Aleichem Sholem

(Reprinted from ‘Chutzpah’ - - Chicago, 1. )

When we discuss assimilation and Jewish self hatred, we are
usually talking about Jews who have obviously and openly
rejected their heritage and suppressed their history. But
assimilation and self hatred affect even those who consider
themselves at the center of Jewish life, the ‘“‘defenders of the
faith.”

A case in point is the Flatbush Yeshiva. Students there at-
tempted to have Yiddish introduced into the curriculum on the
same level as other foreign (!) languages. The administration
refused: Yiddish they said, was not worthy of study; anything
“worthwhile”’ had been translated into Hebrew.

The yeshiva administration, under its principal Rabbi David
Eliach, backed up its stand by threatening the students who
formed a committee for Yiddish with expulsion. Harassment of
the Yiddish activists has continued unabated, even intensified in
the last year, during which time the Student Committee for
Yiddish, through its excellent journal, Aleichem Sholem {(in
Yiddish and English) has gained thousands of supporters. The
committee itself, believe it or not, functions as an underground.
organization within the yeshiva; names of members are secret,
for fear of administration reprisals.

At this writing, the editorial staff of Aleichem Sholem has
been told to resign or be expelled; the editor-in-chief, Dovid
Katz has been removed from the National Honor Society for
what the administration terms ‘bad character,” and the
principal has refused to honor a summons from an Orthodox Bes
Din. The ACLU has entered the case on behalf of freedom of
speech and freedom of the press.

The Chutzpah collective supports the Student Committee for
Yiddish in its struggle to institute the study of Yiddish at the
Flatbush Yeshiva, and opposes the self hating ideology and
repressive tactics of the yeshiva administration. We urge you to
support Aleichem Sholem.
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Assault on

Pro-Yiddish
Demonstrators...

Continued from Page 2,

The judge then permitted the assailants to
leave following their agreement to desist
from further assault.

The judge told the Administrator,
teacher and school aide of the yeshiva: “If
you will all promise to stay away . . . If you
promise not to threaten them, or lay a
hand on them or call them names, you can
walk out of here free men.”’” Judge Reisler
concluded the hearing by informing
Goodfriend that he could return to court to
obtain another summons if Schwartz or the
others again assail him or Adam
Teitelbaum.

A month later, the Brooklyn Coalition for
Yiddish again picketed the Yeshiva of
Flatbush on the occasion of the school’s
honor society assembly. The demon-
strators—Chaim Goodfriend, Paula
Teitelbaum, Robin Dame and Enid
Dame—d{istributed leaflets protesting the
exclusion of a student from the society
because of his pro-Yiddish activites in an
effort by the yeshiva’s administration to
intimidate students at the school not to
participate in the Yiddish movement. This
time, however, the local police precinct
had been notified and assurances were
obtained that a patrol car would be
cruising by during the demonstration to
forestall further violence on the part of the
yeshiva’s officials.

Bnai Yiddish Calls
for Principal’s

Resignation

Bnai Yiddish, a leading international
pro-Yiddish society issued a statement
calling for the immediate resignation of
Rabbi David Eliach, principal of the
Yeshiva of Flatbush. The call for
resignation included the following points:
1—The principal’s refusal to include the
study of Yiddish even to the same extent
that French and Spanish are taught; his
maintaining such a policy despite the
willingness of the Board of Regents to
grant equal credit for the study of Yiddish
and the wide internal and general demand
for inclusion of Yiddish.
2—The principal’s public statements
openly denouncing East European Jewry
and Yiddish culture.
3—His unyielding campaign of terror
within the Yeshiva of Flatbush as a
method of intimidating students in the
hope that they will cease fighting for
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Contributions
(October 1, 1973 - July 1, 1974)

Rose C. Andeiman—Chestnut HIll,

Mass. .......................... $3.00
Anne Ballis—Berkeley, Calif. . ... ... $5.00
Simeon Baker—Brooklyn, N.Y. .....$3.00
Hyman Bass—New York, N.Y. ..$10.00

Evelyn Beck—Madison, Wisconsin . .$5.00
Sidor Belarsky—New York, N.Y. ... 5.00
Sidney Berg—Great Neck, N.Y. ....$10.00
Jacob Blank—Brooklyn, N.Y. .. .. ... $5.00
David Botwinik—Montreal, Canada . $18.00
Canadian Jewish Congress—Montreal,

Canada......................... $10.00
Canarsie I.L. Peretz W.C. School—

Brooklyn,N.Y. ................... $5.00
David Carey—New York, N.Y. .....$10.00
Carl Cowl—Brooklyn, N.Y. ......... $5.00
Isadore Daum—Bronx, N.Y. ........ $5.00
Victor Engles—MIiamli Beach, Fla. .. .$5.00
Nettie Farber—Bronx, N.Y. ....... $10.00
Prot. Joshua A. Fishman—Bronx,

NY. $12.00
J. Fishman—Montreal, Canada ....$10.00

Betty First—Philadelphia, Pa. . ..... $5.00

R. Gelman—Los Angeles, Calif. ...$5.00
Bobby Getzoff—Bronx, N.Y. ....... $2.50
Leon H. Gliden—New York, N.Y. ..$10.00

Prof. W. Glickman and students—
Philadelphia,Pa. ................ $18.50
Jean Goldstein—Miami Beach, Fla. .$5.00
H. Goldstein—Los Angeles, Calif. .$15.00
Moshe Gordon—New York, N.Y. ...$3.00
Bernard L. Gottlieb, D.D.S.—Bronx,
NY. $10.00
Libbie Grackin—Jackson Heights,

NY. $5.00
lrma Greenbaum —Great Neck, N.Y. .$5.00
Daniel Greenberg—Chicago, Ill ....$5.00
Tsvi Grosswald—Collingwood, N.J. $25.00
Lena Halpem—Los Angeles, Calif. $10.00

Blima Hamerman—Bronx, N.Y. ..$5.00
Hebrew Actors Union—New York,
NY. $10.00

Zalman Aryeh Hilsenrad—New York,
NY. $10.00

Shlm Himel [A. Reizen Ciub]j—Bronx,
........................... $10.00
Bosslo Hirsch—Bronx, N.Y......... $5.00
Leo Horowitz—New York N.Y. ....$12.00
Sol Jaffe—Waest Orange, NJ. .. ..$3.00
Jowlsh Cultural Clubs —New York
NY. $25.00
A. Kagan—Miami Beach, Fla. . .... $15.00

|. Kaplan—Miami Beach, Fla. . . . . ... $5.00
Meyer Kirschner—New York, N.Y. . ..
Ross Klein—Quebec, Canada

Yiddish because of fear of academic
reprisals.

4—Acts against Jewish culture committed
by a principal of a yeshiva are an issue for
the entire Jewish community, not only the
Yeshiva of Flatbush itself. Hence, action
should be taken by individuals and
organizations to demand the -current
principal’s resignation.

Persons interested in reading the
unabridged text of the call for resignation
should contact Bnai Yiddish at 22 East 17th
Street, New York, N.Y. 10003.

- Szloma Kowarski—New York, N.Y. . .$5.00
Israel Kugler—New York, N.Y....... $5.00
Hannah Levine—New York, N.Y. . ..$10.00
Shimke Levine—Stanford, Calif. . ..$10.00
Gertrude M. Ludwig—Ontario,

Canada .;......................... $5.00
Yetta Machtinger—New York, N.Y. . .$2.50
Morris May—Chicago, Ill. .......... $5.00
S. Milman—New York, N.Y. . ...... $10.00
Kella Minkin—New York, N.Y. ......$5.00

Morrie Molotnik—Los Angeles, Calif. $5.00
M. Moskowitz—Highland Park, N.J. $5.00
Oyfgang—New York, N.Y. ........ $10.00
S. Palevsky —New York, N.Y. . ..$10.00
J. Panitch—Los Angeles, Callf ..... $10.00
Chaim Perski—Miami Beach, Fla. . .$10.00
Chaim Plotkin—Brooklyn, N.Y. $10.00
Stephen and Tony Remsen—Miami Beach,

Fla. ... i $5. 00
Alex Robin—Los Angeles, Calif. . . .$35.00
Isaac Ronch—Los Angeles, Calif. .. .$2.00
P. Sandler—New York, N.Y......... $5.00

Lyvia Schaefer—Brooklyn, N.Y. ....$5.00
J. Schuchman—Berkeley Heights,
NJ. $5.00

Haya Cohen Selavan—Pittsburgh,
Pa. .. ... $6.00

Ben Shamus—Philadelphia, Pa. ....$3.00
Norman Shapiro—Far Rockaway,

NY. $3.00
B. Sherman—Philadelphia, Pa. ..... $5.00
Betty Solodar—Rochester, N.Y. ...$10.50
Harry Steinhart—Bronx, N.Y. ... ... $15.00
M.Z. Tkatch—New York, N.Y. .....$15.00
Max M. Torton—New York, N.Y. ...$10.00

Anita Unterweiser—Westwood, N.J. .$5.00
Morris Waletsky—New York, N.Y. .. .$5.00
Sholem Waletsky —Riverdale, N.Y. .$5.00
Lillian Warshawer— Bloomington, Ind.
.............................. $3.00
Jullan White—New York, N.Y. .$2.50
Workmen'’s Circle [Fannle Jaeobaon &
Abraham Leff] —New York, N.Y. ...$50.00
Workmen’s Circle [Joseph Miotek]—New

York, N.Y. ............ ..ot $10.00
Workmen's Circle Viiner Branch—New
York, N.Y. ..., $3.00
Workmen’s Circle Dr. Yanush Kortchak
Branch—New York, N.Y........... $15.00
Ylddlshor Kultur Farband—Now York,
.......................... $25.00
Harry Zegas—New York, N.Y. ..$25.00

Please report errors and omissions for
correction In the forthcoming Issue.

Help

Aleichem
Sholem
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