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RABBINICAL COURT SUBPOEMS
FLATBUSH PRINCIPAL

ELIACH REFUSES TO HONOR SUMMONS

EDITORIAL STAFF OF ALEICHEM SHOLEM IS TOLD
TO RESIGN OR BE EXPELLED FROM YESHIVA

NEW YORK CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION CONDUCTS

INVESTIGATION OF FACTS ON HARASSMENT OF
PRO-YIDDISH STUDENTS; ISSUE OF FIRST AMENDMENT

VIOLATIONS BY THE ADMINISTRATION IS CITED

THE MOVEMENT GROWS

Rabbi David Eliach, principal of the Yeshiva of Flatbush High School, has refused to
honor a subpoena issued by the rabbinical courts to appear for the purpose of replying to
charges put forward by the Student Committee for Yiddish to the effect that he has ac-
tively suppressed Yiddish and denounced Ashkenazic Jewish culture while conductin% a
campaign of threats, intimidation and harrassment against students and teachers for
involvement in the Yiddish movement.

The charges directly relatingto Yiddish include Eliach’s refusal to permit the teaching
of Yiddish at the Yesniva of Flatbush on an equal basis with French and Spanish, his
repeated declarations of hate against Yiddish — including a written denunciation he
published in the official school newspaper —and his infamous “Don’t get sentimental”
response to those who have remarked that declaring Yiddish culture to be worthless
amounts to denouncing the culture of the six million Jews killed during the Holocaust.

On the issues of student and human rights, Rabbi Eliach repeatedly threatened pro-
Yiddish students with the withholding of college recommendations, removed the editor
of Aleichem Sholem from the high school honor society because of “character” and still
refuses to grant a public hearing on_the question. Sundry other techniques have been
resorted togD/_Ellach and several of his associates in an unsuccessful effort to silence the
protesting voices for Yiddish.

The most recent instance of harassment occurred last May at which time the editorial
staff of Aleichem Sholem was arbitrarily badgered and intérrogated for an hour and a
half. The conclusion of the session was markedly the ultimatum by a school official that
if members of the editorial staff continue with present activities, they will be expelled
from the Yeshiva of Flatbush. At that point in time, a demand was also made for ad-
ministration review of Aleichem Sholem copy before publication of future issues.

Donna Gross, legal counsel for the New York Civil Liberties Union, 84 Fifth Avenue in
New York, has stated that the Civil Liberties Union is currently studying the facts on the
violation of first amendment rights of freedom of speech and freedom of the press
guaranteed by the Constitution. One phase of the legal procedure has already been
carried through.
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HIRSH GLIK (bottom center), the
Yiddish poet who lived until the
age of twenty-two, was the
youngest member of Young Vilna,
the Yiddish writers’ organization
in Vilna, Lithuania. He was
murdered while fighting the Nazis
as a member of the Fareynikte
Partizaner Organizatsye, the
United Partisan Organization, in
the forests of Eastern Europe.
One of his last poems, Never Say,
written thirty years ago, appears
in Yiddish and English on page
three.

Challenge
To Debate

Mr. Joel Plavin, manager of ra
station WEVD in New York has iss®
statements to the Student Comr,;
for Yiddish and the administra'

DETAILS ON PAGE 2
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the Yeshiva of Flatbush offe”,
provide free time for a publi' -
between the chairman of SCY]j
Flatbush principal.

Aleichem Sholem express
that the principal will ac
vitation to debate before



THE YIDDISH
MOVEMENT...

ELIACH IS SUBPOENAD
MAY 4, 1973

In the hope of avoiding a legal battle,
the Student Committee for Yiddish
obtained a subpoena from the rab-
binical court affiliated with
Congregation Cheishek Shlomo of Boro
Park. The summons for Eliach to
appear was received by the principal on
Friday, May 4, 1973.

After receiving the summons, Eliach
called a special teachers conference
which took place shortly before three
o'clock. At the meeting, at which only
Hebrew faculty members were present,
Eliach engaged in a violent verbal
attack on certain teachers for alleged
“guilt” in inspiring the movement.
While committee sources readily
confirm the existence of pro-Yiddish
sympathy in certain circles of the
Flatbush faculty, the charge that any
teachers at Flatbush have policy
making roles in the Yiddish movement
is a blatant falsehood. The committee
further maintains that the use of
teachers as scapegoats for the ad-
ministration’s anti-Yiddish hysteria is
deplorable.

THE "PEACE" COMMITTEE
May 8

The May 4 teachers conference was
concluded with the appointment of
three teachers as a committee to
negotiate a settlement of the Yiddish
controversy. Only one of the three,
however, a departmental chairman
close to administration circles, was
given actual authority in the matter and
e numerous proposals of the other
went unheeded by the principal.
Tuesday, May 8, the editorial
of Aleichem Sholem was sum-
by the office for the purpose of
en into a closed room for
interrogation. The action,
from nine until 10:30 in
involved threeteachers and
taff members resulting in
isruption of three classes
dred students — for the
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purpose of haranguing six students
because of their alleged activity on
behalf of Yiddish. Academic disruption
has also been employed on other oc-
casions as a means of harassment.

The six Aleichem Sholem staff
members present at the inquest were
Martin Edelstein, Morris Gold, Steven
Horowitz, Dovid Katz, Stephen Liebb
and Jay Zitter.

In an atmosphere of criminals being
booked, the department chairman
conducting the proceedings com-
menced interrogation with the
question: ‘“What have you got to say
for yourselves?” After an hour and a
half, the six were told the conclusion of
the ‘‘negotiations”: ‘“‘If you will
continue in this way with your current
activities and continue publishing
Aleichem Sholem as it is now we will
have to kick you out of school. You will
have to find yourself someplace else,
not here.” Associate editor Stephen
Liebb immediately protested the use of
threats to suppress the Yiddish
movement. The department chairman
replied, “I am not threatening you, I'm
just telling you facts.”

At the meeting, the demand was also
made for administration review of

Sholem, October 5734/1973

Aleichem Sholem copy of future issues
before they go to press. Threats and
ultimatums are systematically ignored
by the Student Committee for Yiddish
and Aleichem Sholem.

PRINCIPAL REFUSES TO
COME TO DIN TORAH
May 10

Two days later, on Thursday, May
10, Rabbi Eliach answered in a letter to
congregation Cheishek Shlomo
declaring his refusal to appear before
the rabbinical court to discuss the
issues. Eliach claimed that his threat
committee which disrupted classes and
badgered editorial staff members was a
rabbinical proceeding and falsely stated’
that a rabbinical procedure had been
initiated by himself.

The terrorizing of the editorial staff
and Eliach’s refusal to appear before a
religious court resulted in widespread
shock in the Jewish community.
Eliach’s actions were reported in a
front page story in New York’s Jewish
Journal on June 15, in a special press
dispatch in the Algemeiner Journal on
June 15, and in statements in the
Jewish Daily Forward on July 8 and

August 3. (Continued on page 4)



YIDDISH MOST
POPULAR COURSE
AT COLUMBIA
DURING SUMMER
OF 73

The Uriel Weinreich summer
program in Yiddish Language,
Literature and Culture had a larger
enroliment in the summer of 1973 than
any other summer program offered by
Columbia University.

The program offers courses for
college credit on the elementary, in-
termediate and advanced levels of
language, in addition to a wide
selection of courses on the subjects of
Yiddish literature, folklore and
colloquium.

In addition to classroom studies, the
Uriel Weinreich program offers a wide
range of Yiddish activities. Among
these during the summer of 1973 were
a walking tour of the Lower East Side,
tour of the Jewish Daily Forward, visit
to a Yiddish camp in Mountaindale,
N.Y., sessions for Yiddish folk singing
instruction, classical Yiddish films such
as Mirile Efres and Mameleh, and a
wide ranging series of lectures on such
topics as the Yiddish theatre, the
Yiddish press and Jews in Eastern
Europe.

The program is conducted by
Columbia University in conjunction
with the Max Weinreich Center for
Advanced Jewish Studies affiliated
with YIVO, the Yiddish Scientific
Institute.

Dr. Marvin 1. Herzog, professor of
Yiddish at Columbia, is the program’s
director. Yadja Zeltman is secretary
and activities coordinator. Teachers are
Dr. Mordkhe Schaechter, David L.
Gold, Wolf Younin, Rosaline Schwartz,
Janet Hadda, David Roskies, Dan
Miron, and Barbara Kirschenblatt-
Gimblett.

Dr. Schaechter was deemed the ‘“‘best
language teacher’”” in Columbia
University by Columbia students in the
Columbia-Barnard Course Guide for
1972-1973. The Course Guide is
published independently by and for
students.

When planning for next summer,
keep the Yiddish program in mind.
Beginner’s courses are nine weeks and
all others are six weeks. Scholarship
requests are considered.

Partisan Hymn: NEVER SAY

By Hirsh Glik

Never say that there is only death for you, though leaden skies may be concealing
days of blue, because the hour that we have hungered for is near; beneath our
tread the earth shall tremble:

“We are here!"

From land of paim-tree to the far-off land of snow, we shall be coming with our
torment, with our woe ; and everywhere our blood has sunk into the earth shall our
bravery, our vigor blossom forth ...

We'll have the morning sun to set our day aglow, and all our yesterdays shall
vanish with the foe. And if the time is long before the sun appears, then let this
song go like a signal through the years. '

This song was written with our blood, and not with lead: it's not a song that
summer birds sing overhead: it was a people, among toppling barricades, that
sang this song of ours with pistols and grenades.

So never say that there is only death for you. Leaden skies may be concealing days
of blue; yet the hour that we have hungered for is near: beneath our tread the
earth shall tremble:

“We are here!"

Translated by Aaron Kramer
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THE MOVEMENT...

(Continued from page 2)

FORWARD SEVEN ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATED
May 29

On May 29, the first anniversary of
the Forward Seven was celebrated by
dozens of students as well as a number
of teachers. Refreshments were served
as the students and pro-Yiddish
teachers marked the first anniversary of
May 29, 1972 when the Yiddish
movement was born on East Broadway
with the secret meeting between the
Forward Seven, the founding members

of SCY, and Simon Weber, editor-in-
chief of the Forward. At the clandestine
conference, the seven had presented a
signed declaration for Yiddish and
proclaimed the fight for Yiddish. Later,
of course, the school launched an in-
tensive investigation to determine the
identities of the seven.

To this day, the identities of the
Forward Seven remain a secret.

THE DEMAND FOR APOLOGY
June 1

On Thursday, May 31, Rabbi Eliach
issued a letter requesting negotiations
to take place on Friday, June 1, 1973.
The neyotiations lasted three hours
during which the principal consistently
demanded an apology from the Student
Committee for Yiddish. Eliach even
attempted to bribe the commitiee by
offering to return Dovid Katz,

chairman of the Student Committee for
Yiddish and editor of Aleichem Sholem
to Arista, the honor society, in return
for an apology. After repeated Yiddish
committee refusals to issue an apology
in any way, shape or form, negotiations
broke down shortly after four o’clock
on June 1.

SCY INITIATES LEGAL ACTION

The disruption of peaceful activites
of an organization dedicated to the
preservation of a culture is illegal in the
United States. Furthermore, Arista is a
national honor society; hence,
discrimination on ideological grounds is
not permitted on the part of school
officials.

Ms. Donna Gross, legal counsel for
e New York Civil Liberties Union
id there was a strong possibility that
al action would be taken because of
amendment violations. Ms. Gross
jcally mentioned freedom of
and freedom of the press as two
ntal rights of Americans. The
Committee for Yiddish has
these two rights during the
or Yiddish.

hase of the Civil Liberties
ready been undertaken -
ommittee for Yiddish has

made available to the New York Civil
Liberties Union a series of documents
supporting the Yiddish movement case.
Many of the documents submitted are
signed declarations of students and
teachers at Yeshiva of Flatbush to the
effect that the transcription of events in
Aleichem Sholem is complete and
accurate. A number of other pertinent
documents were also turned over to the
CLU for investigatory purposes.

The continued adamant struggle of
SCY has led to unprecedented growth
of the movement. Subscription orders
for Aleichem Sholem have soared and
similar committees and publications
are being initiated in other parts of
America and the world.

Further developments will be
reported in the next issue of Aleichem
Sholem.

Contributors

Sopt. 1972 - Sept. 1973

Rachel Achtman—Montreal ...................... $10.00
Aaron Aeroff—New York ......................... $25.00
Rose Andelman—Chestnut Hill, Mass. ............. $6.00
Anne Bailis—Palo Alto, Calif. .................... $1.00
Benjamin Baron—New York ...................... $2.00
Hyman Bass—New York ......................... $1.75
Evelyn Beck—Madison, Wisconsin .............. $5.00

Sidor Belarsky—New York ........................ $5.00

Henry Bergman—New York. .. ... ... $1.00
Bernard Goldstein Br 350—New York ..... ...... $5.00
Jacob Blank—New York .............. $50.00
Hilda Bluestein-Peretz Reading Group

Philadelphid, P8 ... ..ooot i $5.00
Harvey Bock—New Haven. Conn. .... .. ... ... $5.00
David Carey—New York .......................... $5.00
Raizel Conn—TelAviv ......................o.... $10.00
Isadore Daum—New York ..................... .. $7.50

Nettie Farber—New York ......... ............... $4.00
M. Fishman—Montreal
M. Freilicoff—Washington,D.C. .............. .. ..
Lillian Friedman—New York.... ................. $2.00
Abraham Golomb—Los Angeiles ..
Saul Goodman—New York ...
Tsvi Grosswald—Philadelphia .
Blima Hamerman—New York. . ...

Lillian Hammer—New York.................
Helen Haselnuss—New York .
Bessie Hirsch—New York ......................... $5.00

Leo Horowitz—New York ......................... $7.00
E. indenbaum—New York ........................ $5.00
Sherri Kalinkowitz—New York .................... $1.00
Edward M. Katz—GreatNeck .................... $10.00

Ruth Kramer—New York ............ .
Marilyn Krantz—Philadelphia
Daniel Leivick—Bethesda, Maryland

Lelb Levin—Lansdale, Pa............ $25.00
R.Lubliner—TelAviv ................ ...$25.00
Keila Minkin—New York .......................... $5.00
S.Ostroff—New York ............. e $3.00
Rose Ourlicht—New York ................. ....... $5.00
R. Peltz—Philadelphia .......... ...... ... $5.00

G. Perecman—New Haven, Connecticut......... . $5.00
Chaim Plotkin—New York . . ... .

L. Ran—New York .
N. Rapaport--New York
Rabbi Nathan Rosen—Rhode Islan. A
Max Rosenfeld—Quebec ............ .....

Moishe Rosenfeld—New York.....................

S. Rosenkrantz—Wilmington, Delaware .

Aryeh Rothstein—Montreal ....................... $4.00
Lyvia Schaefer—New York........................ $3.00
Irwin J. Schiffres—Rochester ..................... $6.00
Jack Schuchman—Berkely Heights, N.J. ..........$5.00
Judy Seid—Venici, California ..................... $5.00

8. Sherman—Philadelphia .............
Ruth Singer—New York ....
Warren Solodar—Rochester ..
E. Solomon—Great Neck .....
H. and C. Steingart—New York .............. ce
Wm. Stern-Workman's Circle—New York ......... $50.00
E.Trunk—Cleveland ......................ooiuun,

Morris Waletsky—New York
Wm. Wallit—New York .................c.ovvnen
Regina Weinreich—New York .....................
RuthWeinstein—Boston ..........................
S.J. Weisberger—Syracuse
Israel Zeltman—New York ........
Yadja Zeltman—New York.............
Judge J.T. Zukerman—New York

Kindly report errors for correction in the forthcoming

SPECIAL THANKS

The Student Committee for Yiddish
expresses special thanks to Joseph
Milotek, Joel Plavin, Mordkhe
Schaechter, M. Tzanin, William
Stern and Simon Weber for major
and consistent support in the
Yiddish movement.




Het Pro-Ylddlsh Journal Founded in Toronto

In the spirit of Aleichem Sholem, a
“Youth Committee for Yiddish” has
been founded in Toronto, Canada by
Jewish students and has initiated
Mameh Loshn, a bi-lingual pro-Yiddish
publication to help strengthen the
Yiddish movement among Toronto
youth.

The Youth Committee for Yiddish
and Mameh Loshn have been
organized by students at the Bialik Day
School, the Peretz School and the
independent Jewish Day High School.
The move is deemed a significant step
forward in the attempt to organize and
unite the various factions of the
movement around the world.

The essential difference between the
New York and Toronto movements—
Yiddish has always been taught in the
three schools whose students decided to
work for Yiddish and the principals
sent warm letters of congratulations for
the effort to establish an activist
Yiddish youth movement. Because of
the cooperation and aid of the schools'
administrations, the journal contains a
wide range of views and material on
various aspects of Yiddish literature
and culture.

The publication begins /with the
declaration (in Yiddish): Mameh
Loshn is proof that the Yiddish
language and the literature created in

this language live in the hearts of all—
young and old.

And to all those who say Yiddish is
dying, we say: You are living a lie. For
all the ignoramuses in this field who
refuse to appreciate our folk heritage,
for those who never heard of Sholem
Aleichem, Y.L. Peretz, Avrohom
Reyzen, Morris Rosenfeld, Mani Leyb
and tens of others—for them the
language may be dead.

The great creativity of Yiddish will
live forever. We are left with a great
heritage, one of our peoples greatest
achievements: Yiddish. Jewish youth
must learn and become acquainted
with the values and creations of
Yiddish.

Therefore, the students of the Bialik
School, the Y.L. Peretz School and the
Jewish Day High School have decided
to bring these values to Jewish youth in
the language in which the values were
created and transmitted.

Our publication Mameh Loshn must
become a forum where Jewish youth
will express themselves on Jewish issues
here in Toronto and all over the world.

We hope that Mameh Loshn will
enlarge the scope of activity of Toronto
Jewish youth in the Jewish community
life of our city.

We hope that this project will aid in
hastening the process of renaissance of
Yiddish culture.”

Among the interesting articles is
Tsirele Tsetl’s “Yiddish in our
Schools,” where the Bialik High School
student writes, | feel very proud that
our school is the only day school in
Toronto in which over 300 students are
learning Yiddish.

It is not easy to learn four languages,
but for us, Jewish students in Canada,
it is very important. English and
French are taught because they are the
languages of the land. Hebrew and
Yiddish are taught because they are the
languages of our people.

Subscription information requests
and letters of encouragement would be
highly appreciated. Mameh Loshn is
published by the Youth Committee for
Yiddish with the financial assistance of
the Canada Board of Jewish
Education. The address is: Mameh
Loshn9cfa Board of Jewish Education,
22 Glen Park Avenue, Toronto, On-
tario, Canada.

RENEW YOUR
SUBSCRIPTION

Some of the 20,000 people who turned out Sunday, June 17 for the Yiddish Music Festival in Central Park s!
by the Workmen's Circle and the Hebrew Actors Union. The Yiddish festival was held in honor of Israel’s
niversary and was one of a series of Yiddish music festivals held throughout the year to mark the event Th
Brooklyn's Seaside Park also drew a crowd of over 20,000. The programs at the festivals included Yiddish U
poems, and other Yiddish artistic, musical and theatrical presentations. The Jewish Daily Forward and WEV
credited with the massive turnouts of people at the festivals.

Aleichem Sholem, October 5734/1



ISRAELGOVERNMENT LAUNCHES
YIDDISH PRESS COMMITTEE

In a policy decision regarded by
Yiddish forces as crucially important to
the movement, the Government of
Israel has announced the appointment
of an official committee to help ensure
the continued survival of the Yiddish
press around the world.

The announcement of the com-
mittee’s formation was made at a press
conference held in Tel Aviv at which it
was learned that Israeli Finance
Minister Pinhas Sapir would head the
project. Mr. Sapir asserted that decline
of the Yiddish press would decrease
contact between Israel and world
Jewry. He remarked that there was
inadequate appreciation of the sub-
stantial contribution of the Yiddish
press to a universal understanding of
and sympathy with Israel. Heading the
committee with Sapir will be Labor

Minister Yosef Almogi and Interior
Minister Yosef Burg. Organizations
affiliated with the Yiddish press

committee are Histradrut, the Jewish
Agency, the World Jewish Congress
and the World Federation of Jewish
Journalists.

Among
members are:

the actively participating
Pinhas Sapir; Yosef

i Minister Pinhas Sapir (right)

“the importance of the Yiddish

Aviv news conference held

pe formation of the com-
the Yiddish press.

Almogi; Yosef Burg; Yitzchak Ben
Aharon, secretary general of the
Histadrut; Moshe Kol, Israeli Minister
of Tourism; Simcha Erlich and Yitz-
chak Korn, members of the Israeli
Parliament; Aryeh Tsimuki, chairman
of the World Federation of Jewish
Journalists; M. Tzanin and Maoshe
Ron, secretariat of WFJJ.

A second press conference was
simultaneously held in New York to
mark the historic occasion. In his
address, Ambassador David Rivlin,
who called the New York conference,
criticized certain organizations which
have in the past systematically
discriminated against the Yiddish press
by exclusively patronizing English
publications. In Tel Aviv, Minister
Sapir specifically mentioned the United
Jewish Appeal, Israel Bonds and El Al
as among those whose public relations
policies have been anti-Yiddish.

In his speech at the ceremony, Aryeh
Dulzin, treasurer of the Jewish Agency
asserted that even today, it would not
be possible to fill Madison Square
Garden without an announcement in
the Forward.

GCnumlHee lIncovws

Hate LHaratare

The Student Committee for Yiddish has
uncovered the use of anti-Yiddish hate
literature in a number of departments at
the Yeshiva of Flatbush. The discovery
has led to to any SCY investigation of other
materials currently in circulation at
Flatbush to determine the extent of anti-
Yiddish materials being used for “Jewish
education.*

The two texts originally reported were
distributed to seniors in September, 1973,
One is a collection of short stories by
Mendele which does not state that the work
was translated from Yiddish. The second
isa “textbook* supposedly for the study of
“modern Hebrew literature” which not
only disparages Yiddish, but abstains
from even mentioning the word, and
refers to Yiddish as “Corrupt German-
Jewish®, a phrase conveniently borrowed
from the German anti-Semites who in-
vented it. When a group of students
protested the use of such material, the
teacher’s reply was “I hope you outgrow
this childishness about Yiddish.”

As a result, a special committee is
currently compiling a list of titles, authors
and publishers for publication in the next
issue of Aleichem Sholem in the interests
of exposing the type of filth being used to
“educate” young Jews in Flatbush.

1. Initiate campaigns for inclusion of Yiddish in your school's

curriculum. If authorities’

reactions

are negative, contact

Aleichem Sholem for aid and advice.

V—

2. Learn to read and speak Yiddish. Read a Yiddish newspaper
daily. Attend concerts and plays in Yiddish. Speak Yiddish to
your friends and family.

3. Negative statements about Yiddish should immediately be
reported to Aleichem Sholem so that prompt action may be
taken. This includes printed remarks and statements made at
public gatherings or over the mass media.

4. Write, or visit Yeshiva of Flatbush to voice
your protest over the suppression of Yiddish.
offices are at 919 E. 10th Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 11230+ Yeshiva
of Flatbush High School is at 1609 Avenue J, Brooklyn, N. Y.
11230, and office telephones are ES 7-4466 and ES 7-4467+ Out

of town call

cable, phone,

Administrative

collect.

5« Write pro-Yiddish letters to the press.
Contribute to Aleichem Sholem.The com mittee is in need of

aid. Write for Aleichem Sholem.

6o
immediate financial Renew

subscriptions when due and give what you can.

7. Whatever else (legal and peaceful) you can think of to help
win the Yiddish battle.



LETTERBOX

Reprehensible Beyond
Words

Thank you for the copy of Aleichem
Sholem. As one who took Yiddish courses
with Max Weinreich at CCNY and con-
tinues to participate in a monthly Yiddish
culture group here in Rochester, I am
pleased to send a check in support of your
cause.

In an era when the great leaders of
Yiddish culture must turn their mantle
over to a younger generation—and when
death has taken some of our most brilliant
young leaders in the field of Yiddish, like
Uriel Weinreich and my good friend
Shmuel Lapin of YIVO—it is reprehensible
beyond words that any committed Jew
could oppose the preservation of Yiddish
culture.

In the synagogue to which I belong,
teenagers have requested and have been
given a Yiddish course, and at the
University of Rochester students are
giving up their free time to take a non-
credit Yiddish course. A man who claims
to be a Torah Jew and who should have
some understanding of Yiddishkeit but
opposes the furthering of Yiddish is the
basest kind of am haaretz.

Irwin J. Schiffres

Vice President

B’nai B’rith New York Council
217 Hemingway Drive
Rochester, New York

JDL on SCY

We at JDL find your crusade to be a
most enigmatic one. On the one hand, it
would seem hard to believe that at a time
of such great crises facing world Jewry
there can exist a student group whose
main aim is to implement Yiddish classes
at a yeshiva. However, on the other hand,
one must consider the causes of the crises
facing world Jewry—throughout, all of
today’s problems (be they in the USSR,
Arab states or in America) can be traced
to assimilation, the seeking of false gods.

Had Jews fought to maintain their
heritage, perhaps today’s crisis would not
be what they are. Instead, past
generations thought the gods of Marxism,
Leninism or Country-Clubism would save
them. Today, their children are paying the
price for their mistakes.

But today, another phenomenon is oc-
curring: a fiercer, prouder Jew than ever
before is arising throughout the world.
Jews are demanding freedom from Soviet
and Arab oppression. American Jewish
youth, too, has become more militant.

I don’t know exactly where your com-
mittee fits into the maze of Jewish ac-
tivism, but it is good to know that Jewish
youth has reached the point where it
should be dedicated to fighting for Yid-
dish. This proves that young Jews are
prepared to do more than ever before to
fight for the realization of their goal. We at
JDL therefore, wish you hatzlacha in your
campaign.

David Fisch

Executive Director

The Jewish Defense League

144 West 27th Street, New York, N.Y.

Matter and Spirit

Most of the things in this world are
comprised of two major factors, the
matter and the spirit. The matter is ex-
pendable; the spirit is not. In the song
David King of Israel Lives or in the ex-
pression Am Yisroel Chai we know that
neither King David nor Jews individually
live forever; but the Jews collectively and
the spirit of King David live on. Thus, by
accepting these facts—and they are facts
because we helieve them—WE LIVE.

Now then, let us look at our languages,
and fcr that matter any language; a
language is made up of words and spirit.
The words are expendable, they come and
go while the spirit of past generations
stays and influences future generations.

We are ‘‘the people of the Book’” and we
can absorb more than one level, more than
one culture, and we can combine past and
present into one. . .

So it is with Yiddish, the soul of thirty
generations of Jews, a treasure and a
lighthouse, not a poor orphan. Yiddish can
do a lot for us, and blind are those who do
not see it.

I wish you strength in pursuing the
heavy task of being Jews and considering
everything Jewish worthwhile and yours.

J. Grinspan

166 Donor Avenue

East Paterson, New Jersey
(Continued on page 11)

Thank You

Bernard Bard
Stanley H. Barkan
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Canadian Jewish Congress
Chevra Shomer Shabbos
Earl Foreman
Abraham Golomb
S. Hershkovitz
Philip Hochstein
Gershon Jacobson
Sustave Kaitz
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Rabbi Aaron Shurin
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Abraham Sutzkever
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"YIDDISH NOW" BUTTONS.

of Oyfgang.

Available from Aleichem Sholem

background. 25 cents each. 100 or more: 20 cents each. People
ordering no more than two buttons are requested to enclose a
self-addressed stamped envelope.

YIDDISH GREETING CARDS. Themes: A freylekhn geburtstog

(Happy Birthday); Leshone toyve (New year's greetings): /.
Leshone toyve tikoseyvu (Happy new year); Shpilt klexmorim ;
(Strike up the band); Lebedik un lustik (Come alive); Mazl to'
10 cents each. All cards are artistically designed by T. Waletr

WHO NEEDS YIDDISH? Pamphlet by Joseph C. Landis, prof
of English at Queens College; originally an essay in Ju,
(Vol. 13, N. 4). Available free from Aleichem Sholen 4
55th Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 11219. y
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CITY COLLEGE EXPANDS YIDDISH PROGRAM

City College of New York, which
became the first liberal arts college
thirty years ago to teach Yiddish as a
part of its regular curriculum, has just
announced a widely expanded program
in Yiddish language and literature to be
offered this year.

The announcement by the college
was accompanied by a second
statement declaring receipt of a
$150,000 matching grant from the
United States National Endowment for
the Humanities for continued support

for the ten volume Great Dictionary of
the Yiddish Language currently being
compiled under the editorship of Yudl
Mark in conjunction with CCNY'’s
Institute of Yiddish Lexicology.

Most of the new courses being added
will be taught by Rosaline Schwartz,
who has taught at Columbia University
and the YIVO Institute for Jewish
Research.

City College’s Institute for Yiddish
Lexicology was founded in 1965 and
since then has become a major center of
Yiddish scholarship.

SLAIN YIDDISH WHITENS AHE HONORED

The twenty-first yortsayt of the massacre of twenty-four Yiddish poets and
thors in Moscow’s Lubianka prison by the Stalin regime was marked by readings
he steps of the New York Public Library on Fifth Avenue on Monday, August 13.
emorial readings were sponsored by the Greater New York Conference on
Jewry. Stanley H Lowell, chairman of the Conference remarked that the

of the twenty-four was the climax of a four year campaign by Soviet

es to eradicate Yiddish culture in the Soviet Union. Between 1948 and
Yiddish writers were arrested. The vast majority of them died in Soviet

ion camps.

orial poems were read by (from left) Shimke Levin, Rabbi Gilbert

Sheva Zucker and Reyzl

Kalifowitz.
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Stephen Liebb reviews:

So Sue Me!

The story of a Community Court.

By James Yaffe

The Jewish Conciliation Board,
founded in 1920 by lawyer Louis Rich-
man and Rabbi Samuel Buckler,
handles domestic, financial and social
disputes and contentions on Jewish
customs find religious practice. The
decisions arrived at by its three member
tribunal are agreed to by the con-
testants as binding. James Yaffe,
drawing from actual court transcripts
as well as accounts of proceedings
published in the Forward, sees the
board, which tries sixty cases annually,
as a dispenser of swift and uncostly
justice. The judges are “neither
theologians nor lawmakers but ar-
bitrators” and often flout evidence for
the higher consideration of moral
ideals. The court which was initially a
sought after recourse for Jewish im-
migrants to settle civil cases without
public scrutiny is now on the wane.
However, Mr. Yaffe asserts the board is
still useful and proposes it as a
prototype for similar courts in other
ethnic communities.



THE PATH of YIDDISH

By Richard A. Harrow

Mameh loshen is the language used in
the mainstream of over a thousand
years of Jewish life. Yiddish, which
simply means ““Jewish”, is the language
spoken or understood by a considerable
portion of Jews throughout the world.
Since it is used an an international
medium for everyday Jewish religious
and secular conversational expression,
it is a primary connecting link in the
identity chain of Jewish peoplehood in
many lands.

The Yiddish language is the main
vehicle of a rich cultural heritage
possessing a large literature, folklore,
stage and press which disseminate
through its idioms, proverbs, songs,
poems, letters and humor, concrete
patterns of creative thinking and ex-
pression.
~ Thus, Yiddish is a truly universal
language transcending national borders
and geographic denominations by
serving as the avenue of com-
munication, for example, between Jews
of Shanghai, Buenos Aires, Paris,
Mexico City, Johannesburg, Tel Aviv
and New York. Born and reared or
residing in different cultures and
continents,; each Yiddish speaking Jew
is able to grasp and understand the life

of the other.
It is with this love, devotion and

emotional feeling for the past and
present of the Yiddish language, of its
linguistic history, geographic cultural
folklore and word etymology as well as
its creative expression in prose and
poetry that the dean of Yiddish
translators, Maurice Samuel has
written In Praise of Yiddish. In the
book, Samuel attempts to convey the
spirit of Yiddish by penetrating the real
character of the tongue through
analyzing complexities peculiar to the
development of Yiddish and studying
the way of life, outlook, values, thought
processes and experiences of the Jews
who forged Yiddish as their instrument
for self expression.

Yiddish began to develop in the
middle provinces of the Rhineland
between the tenth and twelfth century
between Cologne and Alsace. At first,
the language was a synthesis of local

Germanic dialects with several forms of
medieval Judaeo Romance elements
assimilated in Italy and France, and
the ‘“Hebraisms” of the religious
vocabulary of Hebrew-Aramaic, the
traditional Jewish language.

The history of the formation and
growth of Yiddish parallels the history
of Ashkenazic Jewry for these thousand
years. Since Yiddish embodies the
migrations of the speakers over the
centuries, it is a historical repository of
European Jewish civilization. Thus,
from its start in the middle Rhine
basin, Ashkenazic Jewry was forced by
the Crusades to emigrate eastward to
southwestern and central Germanic
territories and then into the Slavic
lands of Europe between the Baltic and
Black Seas, the Oder and Dnieper
Rivers.

In time Yiddish became the principal
oral medium of communication for
practically all the Jews of Europe
except the Sephardic group. Eastern
Europe became the central base for
Yiddish expansion. The language
became the everyday tongue in
Lithuania, Poland, Latvia, White
Russia, Ukraine, Rumania, Bulgaria,
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Austria,
Bavaria and Switzerland. From these
and neighboring lands, Yiddish
migrated with the Jews to practically
every country in the world.

Since initial Yiddish, it has become
possible to divide the history of
linguistic Yiddish into four chron-
ologically distinctive periods or phases
as follows:

Genesis Yiddish 1000 to 1250
Old Yiddish 1250t0 1500
Middle Yiddish 1500t0 1750
Modern Yiddish 1750 to present era

As a result of frequent contact
between Jews of various regions, and
the fact that Ashkenazic Jews were bi-
or tri-lingual, familiar with not only
Yiddish and traditional Hebrew but at
least one of the co-territorial languages,
such as Russian, Lithuanian, Polish or
Slavic, foreign words from these East
European languages were soon in-
troduced into the expanding Yiddish

vocabulary.

Four main components entered into
Yiddish: Laaz- the Jewish correlates of
old French and Italian; Hebrew-
Aramaic; German; and Slavic.

(Continued in the next issue)

Identity Center
Initiates Youth
The Free Jewish Identity Center and
Yad Vashem of 1453 Levick Street in
Philadelphia announced the organization

of a new educational program for Jewish
dropouts from Jewish schools.

Initial results have been encouraging as
twenty-four students who discontinued
their Jewish education after their bar-
mitzvahs have already enrolled in classes
offered in Jewish education, Jewish
culture, Yiddish and Jewish history.

Yaakov Riz, the Jewish Identity Cen-
ter’'s educational director has expressed
the hope that Federation will help fund the
project to increase the scope of activities
currently undertaken by the center.

London Hillel Buys

100 ‘Yiddish Now'
Buttons

David Landy, student director of the
B’nai B’rith Hillel Foundation on
Endsleigh Street in London has written
Aleichem Sholem that the foundation
has decided to purchase one hurdred
“Yiddish Now”’ buttons circulated by
SCY. Mr. Landy indicated the buttons
would be used in a publicity campaign
for a course in Yiddish language and.
culture to be offered by London Hill '
this year. P

“Yiddish Now” buttons have alr 4
been circulated in numerous cif.
the United States. The Hillel c
the first foreign request for th,
which has achieved much pc
Additional buttons in Yic
English will soon be relea -
Student Committee for Yi:
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Rabbi Lerer
Speaks Out

By Rabbi Gerald Lerer

Reprinted from

The Jewish Journal (June 22)
and
The Jewish Week (July 18)

Having devoted the past twenty years to the primary purpose
and objective of perpetuating traditional Judaism, I was amazed
beyond belief that Rabbi David Eliach, principal of the Flatbush
Yeshiva in Brooklyn, not only refuses to include the study of
Yiddish in the regular yeshiva curriculum, which is sad enough,
but also removed a student from Arista, the honor society,
because the student conducted an active campaign for the in-
clusion of Yiddish in the yeshiva’s studies program. As if this was
not sufficient chutzpah on the part of Rabbi Eliach, he had the
unbelievable audacity not to appear before a beth din to discuss
his uncalled for actions.

I, for one, cannot help but wonder, as I am sure others are
wondering, whether Rabbi Eliach has not forfeited his right to
continue to serve as the principal of the Flatbush Yeshiva. How
can he possibly ignore a rich cultural heritage such as Yiddish,
which has undoubtedly contributed toward the strengthening and
survival of Jewish life throughout the ages? Is Rabbi Eliach
ready and willing to forget the fact that the millions upon millions
of Jews who have perished in the Holocaust spoke Yiddish every
day of their lives, while also translating the Torah and Talmud in
Yiddish?

The greatness of an individual, as well as a nation, lies in his
willingness to acknowledge that he has made an error in his
judgment while also endeavoring to correct the error. May I
therefore suggest, that for the sake of peace within the Jewish
community, Rabbi Eliach reconsider his current decision against
including the study of Yiddish in the yeshiva’s curriculum, while
also restoring the student to Arista—thereby ending a con-
troversy which may, G-d forbid, result in seriously dividing the
Jewish community, particularly at a time when we should be
doing everything within our power to unify it.

That Other Language:
YIDDISH

Excerpts from address held at the author’s graduation from
the Jewish School, Merion, Pennsylvania, June 10, 1973.
From its beginnings in the tenth century, Yiddish was the
inguage of Jews from Holland to the Ukraine, from Livonia to
nania and in Ashkenazic colonies in Italy, the Balkans and in
uy other lands.

gside Hebrew, it was also an important medium of literary
sion and other written communication. The movement at
t of the modern era in Jewish history to switch Ashkenazic
om the use of Yiddish to other primary languages was
ssful in Holland and the German language sphere, but
limited effect in East Europe. There, in contrast, the
Yiddish speakers increased rapidly, as the Jewish
ulturally flourished and a new flowering of Yiddish
place.
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By Eric Jacobs

Due to the migratory movements in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, the Yiddish community expanded to the far corners of
the earth. The development of a dynamic press, a theatre, of
educational systems, of teacher training institutes and research
institutions led to the usage of the language in many new areas.
Official prohibitions on the public use of Yiddish which had
existed in some areas for several hundred years were almost
completely removed in Europe after World War I, and at the time,
the language even had official status in Russia.

Because of the lack of statistics, the actual number of Yiddish
speakers at any one time is difficult to calculate. The best
estimates place the pre-World War II number at about eleven
million.

This number was drastically reduced by the Holocaust and a
shift to other primary languages due to assimilation. In the
United States theshift was voluntary. In the Soviet Union, on the
other hand, this was coupled with severe, official repressive
measures. These included the closing of schools and other Yiddish
institutions in the 1930’s and the ending of literature, press and
theater in the 1940’s

Since our shul was founded fifteen years ago, Yiddish has had a
large part in the curriculum. It is taught because we believe that
itis a link to our past and continues to tie us to it.

Yiddish has too much going for it to be on the way out. It has
been the language of Ashkenazic Jews for ten centuries and is one
of the richest languages in the world. We here today, parents,
students and graduates, must see that this language continues to
have a future.

1—------------------1

ALEICHEM SHOLEM
Subscription Coupon

[ ] Two Years
[ ] Four Years

$1.75
$3.25

] One Year
] Three Years

$1.00
$2.50

[ ] Lifetime Subscription $50.00

D SEED GIED GEND INL GEEL GIND GEED GESE CINE MR GEER GEED GUEND GEER
— p—

Name. . .. i i e e i it et e
AdAresS . . ..o iveiiii ittt n it e e
l (071 4V State. . ........ Zip.....
|
| SubscriptionOrder. . ..............covvvn... $ )
JDonation...........ooiiiiiiiiiiL ($ )
| Total Payment Enclosed . .................... ($ )

| Please make checks payable to Aleichem Sholem. Address sub-

| scription orders and donations to Aleichem Sholem, 1321 55th
Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219.

|

CUT OUT AND MAIL TODAY

|
|
|
|
|
L

-y r X ¥ ¥ X X K N N N X }N J J ;K



Yiddish Lives in Chicago

By Adar Rossman Mallow

First generation Jews came over here
speaking Yiddish, and later tried to
dump it in order to dive into the alleged
“melting pot” and become ‘‘real
Americans’’. The second generation
showed how successful its parents were
in trying to wipe out Yiddish by
degrading it, laughing at it and in it,
and telling their children nothing about
it Now members of the third
generation for no reason (isn’t that
some kind of phenomenon?) are getting
interested in Yiddish again. It could be
some kind of “forbidden fruit’’ effect.
(Why did they always talk Yiddish
when they didn’t want you to un-
derstand?) It could be that people are
really getting hard up for Ph.D. topics.
Maybe, like me, they must feel that
something is missing, something you
can’t quite name. It’s like a piece of
your history is torn out of you if you
have no feeling for Yiddish, who spoke
it, how it developed, how much of our
Jewish literature is bound up in it, why
older people are so hung up about it,
why American Jews felt the need to try
and kill it or at least go underground
with it.

Well, many young Jews are trying to
answer some of these questions, and
amazingly, groups have sprung up

(Reprinted from Chutzpah)

simultaneously all over the country to
study and discuss Yiddish. Students at
many universities, yeshivas, Hebrew
high schools and day schools have been
a part of this movement.

Most of the Jews we’re talking about,
like myself, never heard Yiddish
spoken at home, but are learning it on
their own—from the beginning.While a
group of us in Chicago were learning
Yiddish together we started singing
Yiddish songs and enjoyed it so much
we decided to spread it around. We also
included Yiddish poetry readings. The
whole thing started to snowball, with
one appearance leading to others. We
sang at Jewish nursing homes, private
parties, homes for the aged, various
organizations, synagogues, youth
groups— you name it. In the past three
years we've done over fifty per-
formances. We call ourselves Der
Driter Dor(the third generation)
because we're third generation
Americans who never learned Yiddish
at home but who are making a con-
scious effort to study it ourselves. Our
audiences are always amazed to see
young Jews singing, reading and
speaking Yiddish.

Just when they go around saying
Yiddish is dying, here we are living it.

Ways of Leamning Yiddish

Yugntruf, Youth-for-Yiddish, has published the Yiddish Source Finder in response to
the rising need of people in the New York area for a coordinated guide to sources for the
study and experience of Yiddish culture. The pamphlet, compiled by David G. Roskies
and Dr. Mordkhe Schaechter is available for 75 cents from Yugntruf, 3328 Bainbridge
Avenue, Bronx, N. Y. 10467.

The pamphlet lists reference works,grammars,texts, audio aids, dictionaries, records,
films, radio programs, theatres, periodicals, organizations, literature and other aspects
of living Yiddish culture today.

Several of the sources in the Yiddish Source Finder directly related to learning Yiddish
are as follows:

College Yiddish (Uriel Weinreich, Fifth Revised Edition, YIVO, New York 1971, 400
pp.). The best available Yiddish text on the college level. Accompanying tex: is in
English. Available from YIVO, 1048 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10028.

Invitation to Yiddish (Yudel Mark). Two records containing sixteen lessons. Available
from the American Jewish Congress, 15 East 84th Street, New York, N. Y. 10028.

Yiddish for Beginners (Jean Joffen, New York 1962, 64 pp.). Twelve lessons. Available
from Dr. Jean Joffen, 1684 52nd Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 11204.

Let’s Learn Yiddish (Wolf and Sylvia Younin). A series of forty-eight radio lessons.
Available from the Workmen'’s Circle Education Department, 175 East Broadway, New
York, N.Y. 10001.

Language Laboratory. Exercises covering the grammatical principles in Weinreich’s
College Yiddish. Twelve tapes with accompanying text. Available from YIVO.

Modern English-Yiddish Yiddish-English Dictionary (Uriel Weinreich, McGraw-Hill,
New York 1968). Available from YIVO.

Letterbox ...

(Continued from page 7)
Yiddish Will Prevail

I just finished reading the Spring 1973
issue of Aleichem Sholem. I am appalled
and dismayed that David Eliach, a petty,
vindictive, ignominious man, continues to
serve in so sensitive a position of
responsibility and authority—principal of
a yeshiva high school. It is indeed very sad
and depressing that a man of his
arrogance bears the distinguished title
rabbi. To most of us, the word rabbi
connotates an almost venerable scholarly
figure, a wise and tolerant teacher. David
Eliach must bring joy to anti-Semites.

It is about time that the yeshiva school
board stood up to be counted. They should
censure, and yes, even dismiss thls
narrow minded man with his obvious
contempt and disdain for Yiddish. The
continued silence of the yeshiva school
board would seem to imply tacit approval.

One thousand years of Jewish history
was created in Yiddish—a rich cultural,
colorful heritage. And, it can only be un-
derstood and fully appreciated through the
knowledge of Yiddish.

Despite the David Eliachs of this world,
Yiddish will flourish and prevail, because
of SCY and others. Keep up the good fight!

It is a privilege to enclose my donation.

(Mrs.) Rose L. Andelman
333 VFW Parkway
Chestnut Hill, Mass.

Yiddish: A Year Later

David Friend has just graduated from
the Yeshiva of Flatbush High School.
He is the author of an anti-SCY article
which appeared in the March-April
1973 issue of Bnai Yiddish.

Once again I find myself writing an
article about Yiddish. Should this one also
be a castigation of Dovid Katz and his
associates? I think not. Now is the time for
intellectual retrospect after a year of
being exposed to the Yiddish language .
How much have I received from a sinf
year’s study of Yiddish, and is one v
enough for this language? These arsg4
questions we must now explore.

I can now proudly say that I can:
Yiddish newspaper without an ab,
of mistakes. I can listen to W’
comprehend a good deal, and -
write, without sophistication .4

(Continue
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One Year Later

Aleichem Sholem does not mark its first anniversary with a
restful summation of events past; it is a time to fight onward
for Yiddish in the united effort to bring the essential goals of
the movement closer to their realization. The cultural
revolution ignited by Aleichem Sholem has echoed around
the world with repercussions so strong and persistent to the
extent that they have reversed a trend in history. The new
image of the language which emerges from the Battle of
Flatbush is one which lays the foundations for the mass
renaissance of Yiddish among youth in America.

It would be foolish to claim that the past year has been
without hardship. Aside from the problems which beset any
dawning journal, even one which fights for a cause, Aleichem
Sholem has had to confront the desperate attempts of a
ostile school administration aimed at destroying the
blication. Among the tactics thus far employed in the futile
rt to force the death of the journal have been the removal
editor from the high school honor society, demand for
of copy before publication, arrangements for teachers
unce Aleichem Sholem in open speeches to classes,
ation of the ultimatum to the editorial staff to resign
pelled, and an additional wealthy repertoire of
d methods equally in the worst traditions of both

\
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Jewish culture and American democracy.

The threats, the intimidation, the harassment, the speeches
and the smear campaigns have all been futile, and shall
continue to prove fruitless; firstly, because fortunately, there
are still people whose character is not shallow enough to
permit them to renounce their convictions because of a
department chairman’s ultimatum or a series of “lectures’
by a raving math teacher. More basic, however, to the failure
of Eliach and Company to suppress the protest, is the eternal
spirit of the Jewish struggle for the just and the right, for the
traditions of our people which have always been a blessing to
the Jews and the world.

Before the Yiddish revolution at Flatbush, the Jewish mother
tongue was often an object of mockery and degradation for
self-hating assimilationists who-control far too much of
organized American Jewry in general and the Jewish
educational systems in America specifically. The movement
has resulted in the new emergence of Yiddish with fresh
strength which, with the continued progress and growth of
the campaign, will restore Yiddish to its natural and rightful
position of centrality and significance in modern Jewish life.
History is clear on the point that no Jewish community of a
genuine creative capacity ever existed without its own
tongue. Hebrew, Aramaic and Yiddish are three languages
which in the course of history have attained national status, a
universality which united Jews, whose vocabularies and
structures are geared to Jewish ethics, tradition and lifestyle.
An American Jewish community of more than five million who
would conduct their lives in English alone are headed for
spiritual suicide on a national scale. Our work, therefore, is in
a deep sense the current link in the eternal chain of Jewish
continuity.

The movement, now symbolized by the stand at Flatbush,
constitutes the wondrous awakening of youth against the
brutal snuffing out of Yiddish by our so-called ‘‘leaders.” Like
any great ideal, what has begun with a few devoted activists
has grown into a major force in contemporary thought
facilitating the new rise of Yiddish in America. Thus we can
proudly say that the accomplishments of this year are of
paramount proportion and significance. Needless to say, time
is short and much work remains to be done. Hence, all fac-
tions of the movement must unite, regardless of diversity of
background or opinion on other issues, to combat the
enemies of Yiddish who continue to devote their resources
and time to kill what the bloodiest of our enemies could not.
In summation, American Jewry must bring the people back to
Yiddish, and Yiddish back to the people.

"When we came, Yiddish
was in service to ideas
and movements, social
and national. We pro-
claimed its liberation

and its right to inde-
pendence.

—Ruven Ayzland

Yiddish Writer
1884-1955




Anti-Yiddish Philosopher
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Educated
Ignorance

By M. Tzanin

The following is a condensed version of a commentary by
M. Tzanin, editor-in-chief of Letste Nayes, Israel’s leading
Yiddish newspaper. Mr. Tzanin is a widely acclaimed author
and journalist. He is the compilor of the Hebrew-Yiddish
Yiddish-Hebrew Dictionary, secretary-general of the World
Federation of Jewish Journalists and is the author of a
number of major literary works. This article was originally
published in Letste Nayes and was soon after reprinted in
Mexico’s Yiddish newspaper, Di Shtime. The unabridged
text appears on the Yiddish pages of this issue of Aleichem
Sholem.

The learned ignoramus is an educated and intelligent
individual, whose hatred toward certain objects projects
itself in such paranoic forms that his education is entirely
nullified once he speaks of the objects he hates. This can be
seen as the basis of intellectual anti-Semitism; such was the
basis for the Bolshevic theoreticians upon drawing their
conclusion that Jews are not a people; and this is the basis
for the ignorance of those educated Jews who suffer from a
persecution complex on the subject of Yiddish.

A classical example of such ignorance can be found in the
November, 1972 issue of the Phoenix, the official newspaper
of the Yeshiva of Flatbush High School, from none other
than the principal, Rabbi David Eliach. Rabbi Eliach’s
declaration concerns a group of students who demand that
Yiddish be taught at the Yeshiva of Flatbush on an equal
basis with French and Spanish. After much public pressure,
he ‘‘gave in” and permitted a Yiddish course to be taught
several times a week for a handful of graduating students,
hoping to get away with it.

The declaration which the principal found necessary to
publish in the Yeshiva newspaper unveils the entire
ignorance which results from paranoia and hatred. The rabbi
writes: There are students who think that Yiddish should
occupy the same position as the main language, Hebrew,”
when, in fact, no students ever demanded this - only that
Yiddish be granted equal recognition with French and
Spanish. Rabbi Eliach continues: “The entire literature of
law, of legend, and in secular life was entirely in Hebrew.
The original and basic culture of Judaism is entirely in
Hebrew and the State of Israel is based entirely on
Hebraistic purity.” Were it not for the paranoia of hatred, a
rabbi would never have written such words. Most of the
Talmud, the Talmudic literature as well as a major part of
mystic literature is in Aramaic, a language used for cultural
creations which had an impact on multitudes of Jews for
many generations. Were it not for the paranoia of hatred, a
rabbi, a principal of a high school, would know that
everything a people creates is part of its *‘original” and
*“basic’’ culture. If one is to confine the original and the basic
to what it was at the very beginning, then it is the Canaanite
culture, in which case the rahbi should convert his yeshiva to
a Canaanite seminar. And, it is quite well known that the
State of Israel is not based on ‘“Hebraistic purity.” English
and other languages are major factors in official and literary
life in Israel today. But the rabbi in Flatbush probably did
not hear about it.

It is for the remainder of the declaration, however, that the
head of the Yeshiva of Flatbush deserves a doctorate in
ignorance. Namely:

“The culture in which we are interested, or that which we
could gain through Yiddish, we learn in Hebrew. We learn of
the European villages, the Holocaust, Polish and Russian
Jewry, and Chassidism through the Hebrew language. We
don’t miss a thing concerning the feelings of all those Jets
who spoke in Yiddish because anything worthwhile written
in Yiddish is available in Hebrew translation, and our
identification with those who write and speak Yiddish is
complete and full because they are Jews just like us for every
purpose. So we don’t miss a thing except the actual ability to
speak that language.”

First of all, who gave the rabbi in Flatbush the mandate to
determine in what we are or are not interested in? This, of
course, is one of the most overused arguments of the Berlin
Haskala. Secondly, if he maintains that original literature is
not important, why does he impose the study of French and
Spanish? There are excellent Hebrew translations of the
major literary works created in these two languages. Thirdly,
it is a blatant falsehood that anything worthwhile in Yiddish
is “available in Hebrew translation”. Perhaps, however, for
David Eliach, that which was translated is too much already.
His writing is very similar to that of David Friedlander in the
Berlin Hameasef who used the same arguments to lead his
followers through fanatic, supposed Hebraism, into German
and finally into the church. I am especially suspect of t*-
principal’s assertion, made with the tone of a commisar t'
“We don’t miss a thing except that actual abilility to sr-
that language.”

Now I understand why the young generation in Ar}u';
engulfed in assimilation, intermarriage and conversic.
drama of the Berlin “‘Enlightenment”’ is being repea,
tenfold scale, only in English instead of German
leaders are the educated ignoramuses.
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Letters To The Editor

(Continued from page 11)

matically correct composition. So much
for the tangibles I acquired from a year of
Yiddish. There are other, perhaps more
meaningful acquisitions from learning
Yiddish.

How can one describe the gleam in the
eye and the fulfillment in the smile of an
elderly person who hears young people
speaking Yiddish? Such was the case I was
confronted with in recent volunteer work
at a nursing home. Just those few syllables
of the mameh loshn brought joy to the lives
of people for whom the past is just a faint
flicker. This is one of the intangibles I
received from the study of Yiddish.

No language, especially Yiddish, can be
complete without the study of its humor.
This very important facet of Yiddish was
not neglected either. From the less than
profound witticisms of the gentry of
Chelm, to the oft times tragically ironic
satire of Polish Jewry, time was found to
touch upon them all. They were not
reviewed in the vapid English tran-
slations, but in their original tongue.

One year of a language of many in-
tricacies is not enough. Even three or four
years is not sufficient. I have been
studying Hebrew for twelve years and still
find myself lacking important parts of the
language. In some respects I have a
broader understanding of Yiddish than I
do of Hebrew, as far as the more subtle
niceties are concerned. Of course, one
year’s study of Yiddish or any language is
far from ideal, although in my one year of
Yiddish I have covered a lifetime of ap-
preciation of my grandparents’ tongue.

I have never regretted for one moment
my choice of Yiddish as a senior elective.
Everyone who wants to should be exposed
to the same rewarding experience that I
have been part of. Yiddish occupies a
rather precarious position in the new
generation of Jewish youth. It is often
overshadowed by the rebirth of Hebrew,
but is nevertheless an important link in
Jewish history. A happy medium must be
found to placate everyone’s desires in its
study.

David Friend
463 Beach 140th Street
Rockaway Park,N.Y.

The Case for Eliach

m writing in response to the remarks
about Rabbi Eliach in your
rials in Aleichem Sholem III.

e I discuss these comments and
ought them on, I would like to say
not believe that there is any
ion for the attack on Rabbi Eliach
Lpeared in your newspaper. You

have no right to say Rabbi Eliach is
‘“leading himself into the moral pit he has
dug himself.”” The man in question is a
principal and certainly more learned than
you are.

As for Rabbi Eliach’s controversial
statement ‘‘Don’t get sentimental,” I have
heard that this statement was printed out
of context. Whether or not this is so I think
it is clear that Rabbi Eliach’s intent was
not to make a ‘“‘mocking, caustic and
hateful statement” or to speak with
“‘contempt’’ toward the six million Jews.
He is simply saying, and rightly so, that
the teaching of Yiddish should be justified
on the merits of the language, and not the
fact that it was the language of the six
million.

The Yiddish lesson was omitted from the
third issue of Aleichem Sholem. Why? This
was a step, even if a small one, in the right
direction—an attempt to give non-Yiddish
speakers a rudimentary basis for learning
the language. I will credit SCY with en-
couraging students to take Yiddish in their
senior year, but that is all.

Michael Schulder
1703 Avenue K
Brooklyn, N.Y.

For the convenience of our readers, we
reprint the controversial portion of the
interview conducted between Wolf
Younin and Rabbi Eliach (Forward,
February 26, 1973):

YOUNIN: Do you believe that
Yiddish only encompasses those aspects
that pertain to the language itself and
nothing else? Does it have nothing to
do with Jewish life of the last thousand
years?

ELIACH: No!

YOUNIN: The last thousand years of
Jews wrote entirely in Hebrew?
ELIACH: Of course. Ninety percent.
I'm not sure that ten percent was
written in Yiddish. And if anything was
written in Yiddish and it’s worthwhile,
it’s available in Hebrew translation. . .
ELIACH: So why don’t you teach
Arabic? Fifty percent of Jews are from
Arab lands. Why don’t you start a war
for teaching Arabic?

YOUNIN: I did not come here to start
awar. . .Let me correct a mistake. Jews
from Arab lands may comprise fifty
percent of Jews in Israel, but not in the
world and certainly not in America.
And isn’t there a difference? With
Arabic, Jews were not burned in the
crematories. They were burned and
gassed with Yiddish on their lips.
ELIACH: Don't get sentimental!
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The Generalist Association

The following is the text of a letter sent
to Rabbi Eliach:
Dear Sir:

It has come to the attention of the
Generalist Association that you have
promulgated a policy against the teaching
of Yiddish, a great world language of
immeasurable importance to literature.

Further, we have received information
that you have acted in manifold ways to
impose punitive measures in order to
suppress dissent.

Specifically and most immediately, we
have been apprised that a student who has
steadfastly opposed linguistic genocide
and denial of this thousand-year-old
language of Jews, has been refused and
will be refused admission to the honorary
group known as Arista.

Naturally, such actions would not be in
the best traditions of either America or the
Jews and would, in addition, be a flagrant
disservice to world literature.

At your earliest convenience, please
comment on these matters. Naturally, we
wish to examine your response before
contemplating further action.

For your information, the Generalist
Association is a benevolent educational
and literary organization whose basic
concerns are literary, social and
philosophical.

Thank you for your prompt attention.

Harry J. Smith

President

The Generalist Association
5 Beekman Street

New York, N.Y.

“Yiddish My First Love”

Yiddish is my first love. Please send me
copies of all your publications. I enclose
my subscription order and would like to
know how I can help.

Judy Seid
733 Washington Street
Venici, California

We regret that due to the large volume of
mail received we are unable to publish all
letters. To be considered for publication,
letter must be signed and typed. Aleichem
Sholem reserves the right to shorten let-
ters unless otherwise directed. Many of the
letters received until now will appear in
forthcoming issues.



Voices of the Underground

Very Deep Thoughts

By Moishe Weinstein

VASSERGATE: H.R. Horowitz, John Edelsteinman and Jeb
Stuart MclLiebb were among the six. You are probably
wondering who these people are. These are among the many
who have perpetrated the crimes collectively known as
Vassergate. These crimes are: having their names appear on
the editorial staff of Aleichem Sholem, writing for this journal,
and above all, the chief criminal act of the conspiracy—
wishing to spread the idea that Yiddish is an essential
language with a unique culture all its own just like French
and Spanish.

If you knew of people who committed such dreadful deeds,
naturally you would immediately have them arrested and
brought to justice. Well, such was the case with these
atrocious six fellows, the Vassergate 6. On Tuesday morning,
May 8, the Vassergate 6 were brought before a fact finding
committee headed by a Chairman. After being seated in semi-
circle fashion, the Chairman commenced interrogation of the
guilty assemblage. So, he quite naturally asked each one,
“What do you have to say for yourself?"

The responses offered by the six seemed to satisfy several
committee members, but not the Chairman who, after his
opening statement, seemed quite confident the six would beg
for mercy. When this did not occur, the stage was set for the
controversial question and answer session which followed.

The main obstacle to the investigation was the absence of
those who were not only involved in the Vassergate but who
participated, and continued to participate in the Cover-up.
None of the six would divulge the names of members of the
Yiddish movement at Flatbush whose names do not appear
on the editorial staff. It should be noted that no offers of
immunity were made in exchange for such information.

Finally, the Chairman concluded the proceedings at the
close of an hour and a half of uninterrupted testimony by
passing judgment: Should any of the Vassergate 6 again be
caught perpetrating the above mentioned crimes, “We will
have to kick you out of Flatbush.” Mr. McLiebb immediately
protested, “But Mr. Chairman, you're threatening us.”

The Chairman responded, concluding the session, “I'm not
threatening you, I'm only telling you facts.”

LATE REPORT: The administration of the yeshiva has
offered an undisclosed sum of money to the first detective
agency which will uncover all members of the mishpocheh,
believed to be responsible for all Yiddish activities at the
school. It was reported that initial FBI attempts had proven
futile.

DEAR EDITOR: | can't blame Rabbi Eliach for maintaining
that Yiddish has no place in a yeshiva. | also respect him for
forcing the study of more worldly languages like French and
Spanish. | am therefore sure that our new committee will
have no trouble convincing him to teach Swedish, Greek, and
Chinese on a regular basis. That would make it clear to the
public that the principal has no special preference for French
and Spanish. Yours truly, SCSGCFSAAOLEY (Student
Committee for Swedish, Greek, Chinese, French, Spanish,
And Any Other Language Except Yiddish).

NEW INVENTION: When you go to hear many famous
rabbis speak, it must surprise you that they make use of such
a language as Yiddish. Well, if that is your problem, then the
Eliach pocket size battery operated translator is the thing for
you. The first hint of the dramatic breakthrough came in
November, 1972 when the rabbi wrote: ‘‘Anything in Yiddish
is available in Hebrew translation.” The translator operates
on 3 AAA batteries and makes a fine gift for weddings, bar
mitzvahs, or even Din Torahs.

RABBI: Why can't | learn Yiddish? Because the Board of
Education recognizes it and the Jews always have to be
different.

KNIGHTS OF ARABIA: International Arab Brotherhood
and Brotherhood of United Arabs have bestowed upon Rabbi
Eliach their highest honor; many will praise Arabic in Arab
schools, but only Rabbi Eliach will praise Arabic in an Or-
thodox yeshiva.

WANTED: One operational AM-FM radio. Mine is broken
and | can't learn Yiddish.

The Winner (Satire)

By Abe Kaminetzky

Throughout the continuing saga of daily Jewish life, there has
always been a place in our hearts for a certain small, select group
of men, a seat at the dais in the celebration of the history of the
Jewish people. This coterie consists of great sages of our nation
who had the courage of their convictions to advocate a highly
unpopular opinion or way of life, which, later, through their ef-
forts, gained wide acceptance and brought about great ad-
vancements in the Jewish way of life. Such luminaries as the
Rambam, and his philosophy which stood the tests of time and the
constant attack of his opposers or the Baal Shem Tov and the
Chasidic movement have had great influence on Jewish thinking
and living. This has earned them everlasting enshrinement in the
Great Jewish Hall of Fame. Many other great rabbis have similar
claims to greatness and to this list I would like to add a new name.

I invite you, Rabbi Eliach, to take your place among the most
distinguished representatives of our race. You have earned this
invitation through your staunch opposition to that great enemy of
Jewish thinking and living, Yiddish. This degenerate language,
this corruption of our morals has been a constant plague to our
people; however, only you were illuminated enough to realize
this. Thus, in spite of strenuous opposition in articles of
newspapers and letters from all over the world, you stuck to your
guns.

Naturally, we, the huge majority of the Children of Israel, not
being able to see the subversiveness of this corrupt language,
must be pardoned for our unrighteous outburst. This language has
sustained the hopes and alleviated the frustrations of our people
for centuries innumerable and it will take many long years until
we can fully comprehend the baseness of the tongue. In this.
language, hundreds of our greatest classics, our shiniest pearls r'-
wisdom have been written, while any fool can see that translati:
them can only serve to purify them from that defiled tongue.

For these reasons, Rabbi Eliach, I ask you to have pat’;
with the thousands writing you letters and pleading with y’
to destroy a language which should have been extinguish-;
before it could get its clutches on the Jewish people. A
Rabbi Eliach, emerge the uncontested victor. Nqbody at,
is learning Yiddish seriously. That victory is a victory |
assure you a mention in the annals of Jewish history
truly shall deserve.
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