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Yonia Fain was born in Kaminetz-Podolsk, Ukrzine, in
1914, and grew up in Dniepropetrovsk. In 1923, the
family moved to Vilna, then part of Poland. He studied
ar a Yiddish secular school and, later, in the art
department of the University of Vilna. From 1936 1o
1939, Fain lived in Warsaw where he taughrt art and
Yiddish irerature. During the war, he was detained by
the Soviets, escaped to Japan and was deported to
Shanghai where he lived for five vears unril liberation
brought him ro Mexico. Whilst living in Mexico he
had an exhibition at the Palace of Fine Art in Mexico
City and painted a 600 square foor mural dedicared o
the victims of war. In 1952 he moved 10 New York
City where he evenrually became professor of arr ar
Hafstra University. His work has exhibited art the
Whirney Museum of Modern Arrin New York.

Yonia Fain is 2 well-known Yiddish poet and short
story writer, and the winner of many prestigious prizes
in Yiddish literarure, including the Iesik Manger Proze.
He heads New York’s Congress for Jewish Culture and
is editor of the world's oldest Yiddish periodical, the
Tswkunft. His best known Yiddish books are Beloved
Strangers {poems, Yisroel Bukh Press: Tel Aviv 1983)
and New York Addresses (stories, Three Sisters Press:

@ Oxford 1995).
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