


TRANSLATION: MINISTER OF INTERIOR (RABBI ARYEH DERI) 

With heavenly assistance


22 Tevet 5781

30 December 2018


Minister 2018-6267


ATTENTION:


Dr. Yuval Rotem

Ministry of the Diaspora 


Sir,


DECISION: GRAVE OF “CHAI ADAM” (City in Lithuania) 

It has been brought to my attention that the authorities in Lithuania intend to desecrate 
the sanctity of a cemetery in a city where worldly Torah scholars are buried. It is known 
that in this cemetery lies the holy Torah scholar, the “Chai Adam” (his merit should 
protect us) he who was a spiritual leader, a leader in his community and to subsequent 
generations.


Desecration of a cemetery in general is a step that grossly offends the honor of the 
dead. Without any doubt, this desecration of a sacred place has the danger of causing 
pandemonium, especially amongst Jews across the globe who cherish his memory.


Therefore, falling notification from the Chief of Staff last week, regarding a government 
decision on the subject and on the status of the Jewish cemeteries in the world, I 
would like your immediate intervention in the matter and in so doing prevent dangerous 
repercussions. 


With blessings that you should be successful in everything you do.


Very respectfully,


Rabbi Areyh Mahlouf Deri 

Minister of Interior







