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World War Il) to kill organizers of kolkhozes, collective farms put in
place by the Soviets on the occupied lands.

Related articles:

Former chief of Go Vilnius - Mayor was under political pressure to

sack me (2)

Lithuania’s LGBT friendly map endorsed by the capital (1)

Darius raised a lot of eyebrows by simply asking on what moral
grounds it was ok to kill civilians who were organizing those
kolkhozes. A group of conservatives immediately demanded his
dismissal and put a lot of pressure on the Mayor of Lithuanian

capital to do so. It seems quite likely that the liberal mayor gave in to

the demands of the conservativa mampbers within the coalition and

let Darius go. Apparently you
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The situation touches a number of interesting questions. The original
one: when is it moral to kill? Is it moral to kill during occupation? Is it
moral to kill civilians if your country is under occupation?

A different set of questions is in regards to the particulars of this
scandal: when is it OK for a politician to lie? Is it OK in this case? If
you call yourself a liberal (by the way, Remigijus is the leader of
Lithuanian Liberal Movement party), shouldn't you be standing for
freedom of speech?

| will not even attempt to address these questions here, since it will
take much, much longer than a short article. Just a few
observations.

It is interesting that the culture of outrage, often associated with the
far-left in the West, is largely a conservative problem in Eastern
Europe where people tend to ha much more entrenched in their

national narratives and myth nd tend to be very protective of
their historical stories, natior ind honor whatever those
things mean.
Sure, given Russia's aggress 1 policy, the occupation of

0

Crimea, the war in Donbass, in US elections, etc.,
Lithuanians tend to be fearft G+ :ow. Any efforts to question

national narratives, even for ademic reasons, can be
interpreted as a security thre rrn Europe used to write off
these fears as not serious, b ‘huanians take pride by telling
Western politicians: | told yo ed, many of us, especially

millennials, often underappreciate the value of democracy, how
volatile it is. We forget how hard it was won and how easily it can be
lost. | get those fears. And | am lucky to live here, in Lithuania, now a

Like Page = g

86 friends like this

24 f’\-; i
;‘LI‘J" ‘_=‘ L}

J The Lithuania

Tribune
8 hrs

A-Z of Kaunas becomes the
country’s main airport for a
month

A-Z of Kaunas bec...

With Vilnius Airport closing f...
EN.DELFI.LT


https://www.facebook.com/julija.iskeviciene
https://www.facebook.com/jolita.steponaitiene
https://www.facebook.com/june.molloyvladicka.1
https://www.facebook.com/VILKASYPILKAS
https://www.facebook.com/natalie.semerova
https://www.facebook.com/TheLithuaniaTribune/?ref=nf&hc_ref=ARQynOyaLVwyfkfP7nUeAAOrWp-ACS_Bc8862aB9PksjzvFvLt4uPV_ojIxj-quclV4
https://www.facebook.com/TheLithuaniaTribune/?hc_ref=ART_vS3xplWspC5yg-zS9lLue5M6I8DrHqL1HkIBEB24io0RSEdXYKDXjviaNEPrLiY&fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/TheLithuaniaTribune/posts/10159052408005224
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fen.delfi.lt%2Flithuania%2Fsociety%2Fa-z-of-kaunas-becomes-the-countrys-main-airport-for-a-month.d%3Fid%3D75226036&h=ATMtPsF4BL5RxOrXJvTX-Zb5NttK0bL2Em4XUzJLwaO6y5i6QYjYSvSNW6E1kVeCOfmt1Y_h4p2SNdkCHusBJMqMp1aLy-iljKcP4a_1wcOzDHV47_zr1ud1_ubIjVj5qWMdQJOUGKSE&enc=AZN6TEwJYL9rjSPFfThQSO-7VROWgMXY62Zl-HyggoxGFkqG09F9chezn14fOP5w8n7sasd-UzsGof30JaCxon4oukHlnJyeesG7clHC2qHbDy5r5d81T4gxI55YeI1OMuDR3FDijHDaROCh7bX_C2vbFg6s5-OS0K84b0nyPrGt9eXYCp2EUh6BTkhFh4Mtmx56JDAZpY_W9ovAaDH49mLn&s=1
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fen.delfi.lt%2Flithuania%2Fsociety%2Fa-z-of-kaunas-becomes-the-countrys-main-airport-for-a-month.d%3Fid%3D75226036&h=ATNLgoZ9rJFA-yQWtCiMxAYx9r1WJSyimgvw-cvIIPLK4scx5hgvmXitF3KXcBkD5KAjd5BbBqUbylJz2ixTJCEHiRmoXoyeVwZL69PFyNb_9yQsHK3RGLYT6BBrwPdgUSZ9vZyyszx1rgGphPcftHM&enc=AZPcYBkgzXbxtNJCEJp-xN7l86OsAs5SLAeuZY4_2C2m7nlHnq4bY3IYo7m0tNrYfHacjClkH2jr79Nq4gDvrZnaNeMH3-7Q80KQbwnzojaSicQXXCVC5d6_gCMMP48Nu9-ufFXK49Hw5OhMgYGR11AYgO_LdsCw2OjuTEJ8CawqsVKd_iK85dCaAl8K-PRybcyZZrY2LaPpcDMWMMOGpHyM&s=1
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fen.delfi.lt%2Flithuania%2Fsociety%2Fa-z-of-kaunas-becomes-the-countrys-main-airport-for-a-month.d%3Fid%3D75226036&h=ATPunl79T0nEfWDjTE0L6SxCGg_TCn-boLVcrRS7yMtkExWVJg39wjkZKVEQ3kLylEVSBUMavPvsfl6UEVHqpBy2GMVeuZFG0S9mvGtbjRlwzF5QdW0l1nmG6NXoHCwHtOGCe01nB41F&enc=AZPzlrvfc26T9OkHCHxZ_MMcp7SwPqU7ruHfpK-ZXPx75OIVyfq6Fd17e4AaqPVClwykW6BcCVKqh0WrBhK9zBRVVlm7wHmNqT49mnFqwcFeVASdDod611TwbfiCKWGAjlJpamatwo9zdWWBnAIBiLufMMa_5uU1vJmAwHaMsa73cqrLyogWbXzHYRAm3bua9AxoBhtuja_3r7irlVLGs1SH&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/TheLithuaniaTribune/
https://www.facebook.com/TheLithuaniaTribune/
https://www.facebook.com/TheLithuaniaTribune/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fen.delfi.lt%2Fcorporate%2Fdarius-udrys-uncovered-how-unprepared-we-are-to-discuss-morality-without-outrage.d%3Fid%3D75227318&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=Darius%20Udrys%20uncovered%20how%20unprepared%20we%20are%20to%20discuss%20morality%20without%20outrage%20-%20EN.DELFI&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fen.delfi.lt%2Fcorporate%2Fdarius-udrys-uncovered-how-unprepared-we-are-to-discuss-morality-without-outrage.d%3Fid%3D75227318

free country and a full Member of the European Union and NATO. So
yes, actions of Forest Brothers during occupation is not an easy
subject to touch. And | am not going to attempt to do so. A couple of
general remarks, though.

If you ask a moral philosopher, | am sure every one of them will agree
that Darius asked a legitimate question. Generally killing is wrong. If
you are a consequentialist, you would probably say that it is simply
wrong to deprive someone of his/her future and all that it contains in
terms of experiences and value. Kantians would recall the Golden
Rule: Do unto others as you would have them do unto you. If |
consider it wrong to kill me, then reason suggests that it is wrong for
me to kill others, barring exceptional circumstances.

On a personal note. Many people are careless to assign moral blame.
It is something totally different when you are living that life. So it

happens it touches a bit of n history. My granddad on
father's side was part of the n self-defense unit and was
arrested and imprisoned by 1 s when they occupied Western
Belarus after WWII. My grant 10ther's side served in the
Polish army and fought agai 1zis. When he returned home

after the war, it was occupie: 0 oviets. He was literally made
by the new authoritiestotak .t of the kolkhoz chair in his

village. Nobody wanted that s what my granny told me.
So yeah, war and occupatior sult period. History is hard.
What would | do if | were bor hoes of any of my

grandfathers? If | had the same circurnstances of birth, the same
genes, the same brain neurocircuitry, the same environment, the
same quantum processes, etc., | would probably do exactly the
same. If you were the same as them, so would you. It helps to remind
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yourself that free will is an illusion. To make things even more
interesting, there is no such thing as a soul, or even a self is
something you cannot really trace within your brain. Try blaming
some historical figure after that.

It doesn't mean we cannot make moral claims. Letting go the beliefs
in free will and self simply helps to understand the complexity of
processes that lead to actions of individuals. For instance, what
would you do if you stared into the barrel of a gun? Most probably
you would fear for your life. Not saying what you would do, | can
make an easy assumption that fear will hit your amygdala, an
almond-shaped structure in the limbic system, bypassing your
sensory cortex. This will happen unconsciously to you, much quicker
than you can consciously process the emotion. Would you try to
fight, run or beg for mercy? How would you know? You are not in that
situation. You can only speculate.

We don't live those historical live here and now. It helps to
learn from history and try to | person. | don't consider
myself a pacifist. There are ¢ re | think it can be morally
justifiable to take someone's vhat we ought to do in that

respect is try our best not to 0 wars to happen. Practically all
wars are morally dubious. Ev ¢, wars which are called "just." It

helps to remind us that all n: rratives and religions are
stories we tell ourselves. No e, nothing less. We are living in
a much more interconnectec 10pe it makes it harder for us
humans to justify military co ile letting go our belief in the

afterlife makes it even harder to justify any murder.

Another long subject is lying. Politicians like Trump lie all the time. It
is vital for us to respect and recognize the value of truth. We should
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hold our politicians accountable when they fail to be truthful with us.
Unfortunately, that's what it looks like in the case discussed. Without
going into any further details, | am very disappointed in how
Simasius handled this whole situation.

One shouldn't fear persecution for raising moral questions. Even
controversial ones. Without discussing them, we, as a society,
cannot move forward. Without reasoning what is right and what is
wrong, moral progress is impossible. Darius did Lithuania a favor by
raising this question. He uncovered how unprepared most of us are
to discuss the ethics of killing in war or during occupation. A sincere
discussion, maybe a heated debate within the academic circles,
should have followed his comment. Instead conservative hotheads
immediately demanded the infidel's blood. It makes it even more
ridiculous given that a simple Google search on Darius Udrys is
enough to show that Darius was a Lithuanian patriot all his life. The

scandal showed the weakne Il liberals, how their declared
liberalism is quickly aborted ; politically expedient. | hope
Liberal Movement will chanc point, | am not sure it is even

possible any time soon.
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