A graphic picture of the ternble suﬁenng
" endured by Jews in the Hungarian. Labor
Service who were sent o ;oan the Naza mvasson

of the Soviet Unlon
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" Auschwitz-and the -mass mur--
der of most of the communl 3

_ the most dangerous, and
- cases ultimately proved fatal, which i3
-mair fdcus of the book.

" .Dr.Rozett makesc}earthatwhlle theHLS
© wasnot, establlshed tofacilitatethe murdes
~ of Jews; but rather to separate them fromi .
‘the Hungarian nation, by singling out the.

Jews who served in its ranks for officially
- sanctioned- discrimination within- the
military-. -framework the Hungarian
regimefacilitated their “dehurmanization,
inhumanity, and even eufright murder.”

About 6,000 Jewish HLS men were
among the approximately = 90,000
Hungarian. troeps. initially sent fo join

the Nazi invasion of the Soviet Union,-

but that number . grew  significantly
duaring 1942,. when - Hitler " requésted

" additiond] Hungatiari:soldiefs o assist the

i

his year marks the 70th: anni-
versary of the mass depoitas:
tions of. Hungatian Jewry ‘to”

"Wehrmacht By September of ‘that year,

WhiCh was apprommately half the nurnber

. ._of'the _Iews drafted mto the HLS,

summanzed in_Rozett’s words as
suffermg and death,” due 1o three key
big: brutahty of war and the deep
tisn of ‘many of their Hungarian
] the. ‘extreme weathér
itions; vespecially in winter in the.
b pzed arcas-of the Sowet UmDn and the

appioximatety 88 percent of
edin; Nazi-pecupied Soviet
ory;: and which.iri Rozett’s opinion is

= among the'mdstconvinecing arguments for

gardmg the HLS system on the Eastem
it

stimonies of the.r¢latively ‘féw surv:lvors,
Rozett is.able 10 . prov Ade & very graphic

picture of the teiribie. sufféting/endured by

the HLS jews ofrtheTastern Front, including

* the mass ‘murdér of 600 to 800' men who

were locked in a-barn in ‘Dorozhischiche, a

. kolkhoz in northern Ukraine, east of Sarny,
“which was. purposely seton fite, and was

surreunded. - by Hungarian soldiers who
shot anyone whio ‘tried to"escape. In this
regard, Rozett dlso correctly emphasizes

‘the deeply-ingrained anti-Semitic hatred

of many of the Hungarian commanders
quoting, for example, first lieutenant Gyula

" Gesca, who told the Jewish HLS men under.

his command that “I ‘hate you... I have
always hated you... 'm proud of it,” and

‘then praceeded to claimthatthe reason he
_had been assigned to such a unit was that

his mpenors “know thatTHate you..; {and]
I can-only tell you that‘you: wﬂl diein’ my-

hands you.dizty, stinky Jews,.. :
Needless to say, such -atfitudes” were "

-~ ‘battalionis” ‘act:

particulazly painful for those more
acculturated Jews serving in the HLS,
who until the war had so revered their
native country, as Rozett explains in his
extensive introduction, . which provides
a good summary of the history of the
Hungarian jewish community and the
factors that spawned not only the HLS, but
also the expulsion in the summer of 1941
of -abotit 18,000 foreign Jews to Ukraine,
where almost all of them were murdered;
the mass murders in Jariuary 1942 in and

around Novi Sad; the miass deportations’

to Auschwitz; and thie. deportations and

murders’ cartied out by the Arrow Cross -

regime in the fall and winter of 1944-1945.

A meticulous historian, Rozettis.careful
- to'note :that despite the horrible Tesults . -

3 of HES seivice fot maost of the Jews who

served on the Eastern Front, the labor -

1y, brieﬂy becarne an’

j'}nstrument of escue’ durmg'the mass‘
deportatlons fo Auschwitz, ‘when Jews

were: purposely :drafted. to- spare -them

_Trom depertation to: that, death camip, a

SOLDIERS PULL a staff car*
through the heavy mud of the
"Russian roads, November 1941
(German Federal Archives)

step taken.under the influence of senior 1 o

Hungarian officials” who Opposed ‘the -

Final Solution. Unfortunately, that
changed in the final months’of the war,
when the ascension to power of an Artow
Cross regime once again turned the HLS
into. an instrument of mass murder. In

- fhatrespect; Rozett writes conviricingly of

the arbitrariness of the fates of those who

served in the HLS, whose survival very ‘

often was determined by chance factors

which couid not be pted:cted with any .

degree of certainty,

Dr. Rozett has earned the gratitude of -

the English-reading public by at long last
providing a comprehensive chronicle of

the history of the HLS Jéews who served

on the Eastern Front and their fate during
World War II, which he correctly places

squarely in the parameters of the larger -

tragedy of the Holocaust.” ]

The writer is the chief Nazi-hunter of the
Simor: Wiesenthal Center and the director of its

Israel Office. His most fecent book, Operation |
Last Chance; One Man’s Quest to Bring

Nazi Criminals to  Justice (Macmillan),

* deals extensively with his discovery.of several

Hungarian Naziwar criminals and his-efforts

tobririg thein to just!ce in Hungary Hiswebsite .
iswww, operat:onlastchancem;gand hegan be.

foIlWed orrFacebook and Twitter@FZuroff
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CONSCRIPTED SLAVES
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