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Zuroff blasts Vi]nlus for allowmg neo—Naz1 march
Nazi hunter demands harsh punishments for parﬂczpants ,

* By LTGAR L:EF_KGVITS ;

‘The chief Nazi Hunter of
the Los Angeles-based Simnoen

Wiesenthal Center hias con- -

demned the Lithuanian gov-
ernment for attowlng hune
dreds of Neo-Nazls to march
through the streets of he
capital, the grn:-up sald
Wednesday. :

The - Lithusnlan police’s
response o last  week's

maich in Vilmiues, in whicly

hundreds = of Meo-MNazis

 chanted antl-Semitic slogans
in the ity ceﬂter

“sericus questm ns"

Taises.
about.
the I1thuan1an authorities’ .

wﬂlmgness t{:a take the rec-
gssary measures to prevent
such, cases in the future, T
Eftalm Zurcff, the organiza-
tion's - Istael. director, wiote.

in a letter to Lithuanla's -

Ambassador to Isracl Asta
Skalsgiryte-Liauskiene.
“fhe Wiesenrhal Center

would therefore request that -

vou transmli te Vilnius ‘not.

“omly the sense of shook and

putrage felt by Jews the’

‘world over,-but-our demand

that those responsible for
this outrage be prosecuted
and punished in-an expedi-
tious mannetr,” Juroff wiote
in the letter. :
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The ~ Lithuanlan police
have pressed charges againse

two participants in  the

‘march, while others are

being questioned as witness- -

.5, Lithuanian media report-
cd Wednesday.

" The: Lithuanian FPoteign
Ministry has. conceded that
“some  pmistakés]” Cowerc

‘made by police in deeling

-with the march, but that
overall,  accoeding to local
media repoxis, the police
acted "correcthv.”

Inciting ethntc discord in

Lithmania iy punishable by a
-monetary fine ot up to two
}?e.ats in prison.

At the samme time, a pub]ic :

-opinion poil pubhshecl i a
| Lithuanian daily found that
32 percent nf the Iespon-
| dents approved of the anfi-
| Semitic and radst slogans
chanted by the neo-Nazl

demonstrators, and another, .

2286 approved of the march,
The poli, published i

y

Lighwvos Fytas, 1s indicative -

of the lack of Holocaust edu-
cation it Litbeania, but i3
not surprising 1n a country
in which not a single one of

its suspected INazl war crimi-°

nals has éver been prosecud-

ed, or punished for his
Crimes, Zuroff said. '

" The Hc-lo::aust m thhuama :
was bmigue in thag most of -
the Jews there ‘were mur-

dered by local citizens. The

~*Ordef Police” began to mas-

sacre jews as soon as the

Sovlets Jeft in 1941, even .

befare the German Dccupar
tion.

Out of a prewat Jewish E

population of 220,000, onty
a few thousand sunwcd the

'wat in Lithuznid, zepreseat-

ing the largest percentage of
Jews mmurdered in .a single
country during the Holo-
caust.

'ira'-:hem launched an offi-
cial protest with the

. .. Lithuanian foreign minister

over his country's intention

gation. imto the wartime

activitics of a Hologaust ™

partlsan and hilstorian who

memorial,

Earlier - this maonth, Yad _':

.o parsue a criminal intesti-

formerly served as a chair-
man of Israel’s Hologiaust '




