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Lithuania
attacked over
Shoah retort

JCREPORTER

» THE LITHUANIAN government has
met intense opposition after its For-
eign Minister criticised eight of his
country’s parliamentarians for sign-
ing a declaration which rejects the
“Double Genocide” theory — that Jews
were as culpable for atrocities during
the Second World War as the Nazis.

On January 20, the 70th anniversary
of the Wannsee Conference that codi-
fied the “Final Solution”, 70 European
parliamentarians from 19 EU states
signed the Seventy Years Declaration,
which explicitly

rejects attempts Paperrejects

to “obfuscate” the attemptsto

Holocaust. obfusticate
Lithuania’s For- theShoah

eign Minister, a

member of the right-wing nationalist
government, called the eight Lithua-
nians who signed the document
“pathetic”. He went on to say that “Hit-
ler’s moustache was shorter”, imply-
ing that there was no other difference
between the two dictators.

This week, British MP Denis Mac-
Shane sent letters of support to the
eight parliamentarians.

He says in the letter: “I know it must
be lonely to take a stand on such a con-

troversial subject but wanted to write
toyou to say you are notalone and eve-
ry decent British and European citizen
stands with you.”

And Dr Shimon Alperovich, the
83-year-old head of the Jewish Commu-
nity of Lithuania said at a Holocaust
Remembrance Day event last week:
“Even today there are people who
adhere to the Double Genocide theory,
that Jews murdered Lithuanians, and
so Lithuanians therefore murdered
Jews. An absurdity. One should not
even have to enter into discussion with
such people.”

The Seventy Years Declarationrejects
the “Double Genocide” theoryinherent
in the 2008 Prague Declaration cham-
pioned by East European nationalists.
It also attacks the policy in a number
of East European states of using state
resources to honour Hitler’s local col-
laborators and, in some cases, actual
Holocaust murderers, for being “anti-
Soviet” heroes.

The declaration also rejects the
Prague Declaration demand to have
European textbooks rewritten to treat
Naziand Soviet crimes “the same way”.
It also praises the “nobility of Jewish
partisans who survived ghettos or
camps and went on to fight the Nazis
and their allies”.
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Suffering in the ]ew1sh ghetto of Slobodka in a suburb of Kovno, Lithuania, taken between 1941 and 1945

Afight over history’s tragic truth

ANALYSIS
DOVIDKATZ

» SEVENTY YEARS is the lifespan for
latterday humans. Itis also the years
thathave passed since Hitler’s “Final
Solution” Wannsee Conference. In
the halfyear beforehand, the Nazis
saw how easy it was to find enthusi-
asticlocal killers in the parts of East-

ern Europe they invaded in June 1941.

Around a million Jews perished by
bullets there. Here in Eastern Europe,
denial, neverviable, has been
replaced by anew ruse: Holocaust
obfuscation. Deflate Nazi crimes,
inflate Soviet crimes, redefine “geno-
cide” bylaw, and find ways to turn
local killers into heroes to fault Jew-
ish survivors.In 2008,a group of East
European members of the European
Parliament proclaimed the “Prague
Declaration”.Ithas the word “same”

five times, equalising Naziand
Soviet rule. Its demands: overhaul of
textbooks, a single commemoration
day,and a “Nuremberg” process for
communists.

But 70 parliamentarians from
19 EU states have now signed the
Seventy Years Declaration.Abold
new reaffirmation. The legacy of the
Holocaust shall not be undermined.
The writer is editor of defendinghistory.
com




