| renounce the

On the eve of tha fourth Confere ce of he LIthuanian ’

Jewish Community, member of Parliam
Zingeris issued a public announcement ir
gretfully declared that he is renouncing his
orary ‘chairman of the Jewish Com unity,

which he re-

and that from

now on he belongs to no pubhc orgﬁmzatlc n. We ,repljint

hns declaratlon.

An open lettei' to

- Emanuelis Zin,

'nnent but a{so by

-| felt unhappy having read your pub_llc
declaration (with its:many grammatical
mistakes) of Feh. 22, 1997, in which you
renounce your name as honorary chair-

man of the secular (?) Lithuanian Jew- ..

" ish Community, and declare that you are
no longer a: member of any public orga-
nization (in other words - of the said
community). Because of the great works

* which you have set out to accomplish in
Parliament, and also in leading usinto'a
modern Europe, Frankly speakmg, your

. motives are not convincing. The name’

of honorary chairman is not associated
with concrete publlc responslbllltles -
these lie.on the shoulders of the func-

tioning heads. Would it not be more ap-

propriate-to say straight out - that this
title, in.your mind, does you no honour?
There are no concrete obligations - out-
_lined for any ordinary community mem-
ber either. Their status isn't defined at
all - members are neither accepted nor
dismissed, The Statutes, which you well

know ‘and. which you took part’in form-.

ing, state that a community member is
everyone who feels himselfto be a Jew.
“You no longer feel yourself:to be one?
This sngnmcant detail, by the way, was
immediately noted by “Respublika” jour:
nalists, who wittily prefaced a smgle sen-

tence announcing your declaration wnth-

: .the, heading - ‘Nationality™:.

_Even the actual form of your declara--
tion is odd (on Lithuanian Parliament let-:

terhead). The letter is not addressed to
anyone. Can.it be that having travelled
around the world so often, you still aren't

aware that in renouncing any title, duty, .

" membership, or contact with.a body, the

latter is informed. of such'in a personally

addressed -declaration, not on official
letterhead. After all, it wasn't a “member
of Parliament” who renounced. the title
of chairman, but “Emanuelis Zingeris™.
It was nice to hear from you that, “The
" European Council has decided to orga-
nize a convention this autumn, of repre'
sentatives of state executives, which will
evaluate the significance to the Old Con-

- tinent, of the Lithuanian Jewish cultural

herﬂage " Though | greatly doubt that.in

organizing a convention (has quite a-

“ring!), the European Council (or perhaps

only a division of it?) has designated you -

to announce; a priori, the future results:
_“evaluate”. Perhaps it will oni_y attempt
to evaluate, to become familiar with, to
discuss? Perhaps, with new-circum-
stances emerging, they will decide to
meet once -again, to hear, for example,

~even'the opinions of Israeli or American
specialists - for Judaic treasures, among
other things, are valued by the entire
Jewmh world. Notonly by the Old Con- |

‘trying- ta_recruit

eris

is not within Europe. It's not the first year
that we have beenh hearing about your
grand|o§e plans {“to restore a strong
academic.school df Judaica ...in Vilnius.”

The only, thing- we haven't heard is that
there iis a prepardd and published pro-
gram; anticipated-research priorities,

recruitment and preparation of academic -

personnel -and, of course, funds. All the
more, since even jnow; the valuable Ju-

What's stopping you - before the open-

ing ceremonies fdr the Academy - from -
least a few Judaica -
“specialists now, iffnot from Vilnius, then
from abroad, withjguarantees of course, -
- of moral, legal, and material support from
.Lithuanian institutions?.. :
e leadersmp of the *
Jewish:Community "

You state that
secular Lithuani
ing its ownership regarding

in) that.in his oplmon the question is' a
complex one, which shouldn't be decided

‘instantly, that it is necessary to consult

with ‘experts - with legal, historical,
archive specialists. |s this not-a serious

s &uggeatlon'? 5
‘For example there are books from:
‘the.Telsiai rabbinical: seminary in this -

-fund: What should be done with them, - erization. Are either of the museum build-

since the former owner-seminary still

-exists; only not'any longer in Lithuania,

but in the USA? Even its name still re-

‘mains - Telsiai, not Cleveland.

The heads of the seminary came to
Lithuania about four or five years ago,

- and they visited Telsiai, looked over the
old building. Among them| met some of -
~ the people from Telsiai - students at the .

seminary in the old ‘days. The spirit of
this old rabbinical seminary with its
Honourable traditions is still‘alive! Even

-its books still exist But they're on this

mde of the ocean..

1 Or take the more than 300 holy To-_

r,ahs According to our religion, those

‘which for certain reasons are unusable
"~ must be buried, like the dead. .What

about the rest? Fleltglous opmlon holds

“that they don't belong in .a museum..
‘Here again spedlahsts should' decide,

especially since you're not such a great

expert on the Jewish faith. -
* " Even within Lithuania, people with-au-

thority are having ‘different opinions.

“You're suggesting that all the fund be

given to the Museum. Without saying

_how that could be done on a:practical -
.level: The books and papers were win-

t Emanuelis

duties as hon- |

Id Jerusalem, which'

: “National M. Mazvy-
das Library is bei ng organized by two
workers with barely half a position each.

". Really? | ‘heard the
“head of the Community state.on a tele-:
vision program {\Smlch you-participated.

nowed and thrown about, stacked into

-and reading rooms:- with microclimate, ::
lighting, and fire security systema res-

‘s there a project? What is your extem-
- porizing worth,-Mr. Zingeris? Espocualiy
it we look at how the Museum’'s central’
“ building; under your direction, is berng 3
-renovated - not a single brick, not a single

- Gommunity, have spoken about it to the
“Lithuanian press, L. Vildziunas, V. Tolei-
kis, members of the Jewish community

-siumn on Judaica which took place dur-
.ing the European Inter-Parliamentary

‘stated that, “What is bad for the Jews is

" prohibit the incitement of national dis-

REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA

Hegrettably | 'have to renounce the name of honorary:
chairman of the secular Lithuanian‘Jewish Community, and . e
‘henceforth | am a member of no public organization.. | have -

" been elected chairman of the Lithuanian Parliamentary Com- . °
““mittee on Human and Civic Rights and National Minorities,
and -am thus bound to-have cancern for all natronal minori-
“ties. | will continue to carry out my oblrgahons to restore a
strong academic school of Judaica in Europe in V‘ImusJ the -
former. Jerusalem of the North. - s
It is sad that the leadership of the secular thuaman Jew-
- ish Communny is not declaring its ownership regarding the
" Judaic heritage., This hemage belongs to Eu rope, to Lithuania -
withinit. :

The European Council has.decided 1o organize a con-
vention this autumn, of representatives of state executives,

; which will evaluate the significance to the Old Connnem of

the Lithuanian Jewish cultural heritage. :

' Only in uniting the work of the revived Jewish community
to its great past, can Lithuania’s Jews become of signifi-

. cance in the context of a modern Europe. No other acuwty

{ can suppress this cultural priority. :

19970222 EMANUELIS ZINGERIS

LIETUVOS RESPUBLIKOS SEIMO NARYS
MEMBER OF THE SEIMAS OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA
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cord, be- restramed In the mean-
ricks, hidden, and masked. They now _time, there are doubits in the Jewish
need nursing and help, like a very sick
patient. ‘And that requires depositories . “organizing the commemoration. of
the 200th. anniversary of the death
‘of the Gaon of Vilnius, in Vilnius - a
city where the atmosphere lately has’
not been particularly luminous. It's

toration workshops, let alone comput-
ings:suitable, are they bolng prepared?
baggage. And will the European

the director of the Lithuanian. Jew-
‘ish Museum has in. essence sev-
nail. have gone in over the last few ered ties - with ‘the ' Jewish
years.... .

As we know, at the present time there_
are antisemitic manifestations in
Lithuania. Oded Ben-Hur, Israeli Ambas-
sador to the Baltic Countries, and Ignatz
Bubis, chairman of Germany's Jewish

by accident that you announced
" your declaration on the. eve of the
Lithuanian Jewish Commumty Con-
ference - this gave you a formal pre-
text not to participate. But shouldn't
you have been there as the chair-

have written_about it. During a sympo-
order to better feel the living pulse of

Assembly in Vilnius, V. Landsbergis -
you've been called upon: to-solve.
bad for:Lithuania”. .

We haven't-heard your censorious
voice from the Parliamentary tribune -
demanding that those who sabotage the
good of Lithuania, who violate our
country's Constitution and laws which -~

felt any solutions,
Respectfully,

Saliamon WEINTRAUB
. ‘'member of theLithuanian

(opinions will be printed) -

‘world ‘as to-the appropriaténess’ of:

‘hard to imagine how one can step -
into a modem Europe with antisemitic. -

‘minds. not be surprised to hear:that:

.-commumty"lt seems that it wasn't

man of the Lithuanian Parliamentary:
Committee on Human .and Civic
Rights and National Minorities - in_

this national minority, and its-many
problems, which as you declare, *

" Unfortunately; thus far we haven‘t '

Jewish Community

Father Bromus Paukstys -
: bom 100 years ago

A BEACON IN
THE DARK

born more than a hundred years ago - on:
Feb. 12, 1897 in the village of Kuryne,

' Lekeciai district, Sakiai region. - Bronius -

was the third of 11 children (2 died when

_young) born to Ona and Vincas. Paukstys.
On Jan. 1, 1918, towards the end of the "

First World War, he took a four month
schoolteacher course which had been
started in Kaunas. After he finished, he
founded a primary school in Jankai, later
taught in a primary school which had been
set up in his home village, and from there

- was transferred to the Svediskiai school in
-Luksiai district. While working as a teacher,

Bronius Paukstys organized courses for
adults, lectured at farmers' gamenngs, and
stirred up patriotic sentiments among '
people from' a_ number of districts. g
- Fascinated by the ideas of St. John

'Bosco, 'the care and education of poor
-children; he renounced:his teacher's du-
-ties in the autumn of 1925, and went off to
" the Salesians in taly.-He studied at vari-

ous schools for a few years, and later at
the theological institute in Turin. With the

“founding of a Salesian monastery in

Lithuania, he. returned to. his. homeland in
1937, and came to Kaunas in 1940, to carry

‘on successfui work in the Holy Trinity par- -

ish which ' was organlzed by the Salesians.
When the communists arrested Father

“Pranas -Petraitis from this parish, Father

Bronius: F'aukstys took on- tho role of par-

; |sh priest.

- After’ see!ng |nnocent people being killed
_dunng the Nazi occupatlon ‘Bronius Pauk-
stys actively joined in the work of saving
Jews. He also offered help to:families or
children of Russian prisoners ‘who' didn’t
flee Lithuania in time. Men, women, -and
mostly children who ran from the Kaunas

" ghetto found safety and temporary refuge’ '

in.the Holy Trinity. rectory. They were usu- "
ally given'Lithuanian birth-certificates or-

~passports, and'sent to. the. priest's_ rela-

tives or acquamiancea on farms in"

: Su\._ralkua - Bronius. Paukstys was the only

person in' the Baltic countries who man-
aged to save approximately 200 Jews, .

“even though he himself had to hide from

the Gestapo three times. In a letter of -
thanks, well known lawyer Avraham Tory
wrote: “May you live another hundred -
years - we will never forget your name,
your fa_therfy protection, and your love.

“Your being, your never ending fight for the

truth, for brotherly love for everyone, irre-

- spective of faith or nationality, was,is, and:
_will be:a difficult struggle. You were our
~only'| beacon in a long dark night, when'we
. were in the Vilijampole ghetto, surrounded
by Hitlerites. You were our only benefac:-

tor who didn't require compensation.”
With the start of the second. commumst

- occupation, Bronius Paukstys lived in

Kaunas and helped those who were being
persecuted. In 1946, he was arrested, and
on'Nov. 30, after being tortured and inter-

_rogated, ‘was sentenced to 10 years in-

_carceration.

““Pitrinn tha difficnlf nost-war vears. Hrn-



