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SINAI INDABA 11 AN AWEINSPIRING EXPERIENCE

CHIEF RABBI CONGRATULATED ON A SPLENDID SINAI INDABA

 

 

 

 

THE MANY THINGS FELDER LEFT OUT IN HIS LITHUANIA REBUTTAL

Now it is my turn to address the “inaccu-
racies” Steve Felder perceives in my June
8 letter in response to his earlier article on
Lithuania. I am fully aware that his 48-hour
tour of Lithuania was arranged by the JDC. 

I am also well informed about the
outstanding work of The Joint which has
always maintained distance from local
politics and refrains from falling into the
trap of applauding a far-right government
which dispenses little gestures for the ben-
efit of naïve foreign visitors. 

Mr Felder should realise that the prime
minister who welcomed him and his group
so cordially, is the very same prime minister
who signed off personally on the four-day
reburial ceremonies last month honour-
ing Nazi collaborator Juozas Abrazevicius
(Brazaitis).

Felder notes that my statement of
“significant increases in anti-Semitism” is
unsubstantiated by any available data. I re-
fer him to the April 19 Simon Wiesenthal
Report:  Lithuania 2012: Holocaust Dis-
tortion as Background for Increased for
Anti-Semitism (see particularly page 8,
“A Dangerous Increase in Anti-Semitic In-
citement and Attacks”). A current SWC
Report dated June 2012, “European Ex-
tremist Movements,” states that “the Con-
tinent’s oldest disease - Jew hatred - is
metastasising... (see page 12 for the focus
on Lithuania): http://www.wiesenthal.
com/atf/cf/%7B54d385e6-f1b9-4e9f-
8e94-890c3e6dd277%7D/FINAL_RE-
PORT_62012.PDF

I agree that Lithuania should be com-
mended for its passage of the $53 million
restitution package. However, here Mr
Felder is inaccurate in referring to it as a
“property restitution fund”. The payments
are to be made over 10 years, ensuring that
Holocaust survivors receive almost noth-
ing. 

The bulk of the funds are allocated to
Jewish heritage/state heritage projects
with a relatively small amount dedicated
to communal property and nothing for
private property. In reality the sum is but 

 
 

 

 

 

 

a tiny fraction of the true current value
of the property that was confiscated from
Jews.  

And who will be the beneficiaries of the
Jewish heritage projects? The goal is to in-
crease tourism to boost the ailing economy.
The expectation is that foreign Litvaks will
pump dollars into Lithuania, a country
whose government has invested heavily in
the distortion of the history of the Holo-
caust.

Mr Felder seems to be under the im-
pression that I have suffered negative ex-
periences during my visits to Lithuania.
On the contrary, during my four lengthy
trips there I have wandered into the most
remote villages, meeting and befriending
delightful Lithuanian people. 

My judgement and my criticism of Lith-
uania is not the reflection of my personal
visits to the country, but the result of 20
years of following and studying the policies
and politics, the attitudes and actions of
the Lithuanian government. 

I have not met with prime ministers
or other elites, but I have spoken heart-to-
heart in Yiddish with members of the Jew-
ish community - from its leaders to those
who depend on Rabbi Krinsky’s soup kitch-
en for their daily meals. Perhaps I have got
a more realistic reading of how they feel
and live. 

Felder’s rather naïve and exuberant
evaluation of the country based on a mere
48 hours of being shuttled around to meet
diplomats and selected members of the
Jewish community seems to have left him
clueless and even insensitive to the present
and past suffering of the withering Jewish
population. Which is why his article came
across as little more than a PR-inspired
narrative helpful only to the Lithuanian
government’s PR projects. 

Mr Felder should also know that while
he was well treated in regard to his request
for Lithuanian citizenship, this is hardly
a general trend. The country’s citizenship
laws are still widely condemned as racist. 
Olga Zabludoff, Washington, DC

 

Mazeltov and thank you to Chief Rabbi
Warren Goldstein and his wonderful team
for the superb organisation of the Sinai In-
daba.  

The speakers were awe-inspiring and 

the ruach at the venue was just incredible.
I never expected to ever experience any-
thing like this in South Africa, but it was
pure magic. Kol hakavod.
Julie Toblib, Killarney, Johannesburg

REMEMBERING PHILLIP TOBIAS FROM HIS EARLY DURBAN DAYS

POOR WORK ETHIC TO BLAME FOR MANY ILLS

HOW YOU WORSHIP THE ONE AND ONLY GD IS IMMATERIAL

Among the many accolades on the late Prof
Phillip Tobias, here is one which I don’t think
has been mentioned in his tribute.

I grew up in Durban with Phillip Tobias as
a teenager in the city. We both went to the St
Andrews Street Shul on Shabbos mornings.

Philip was the Baal Schacharis, up to the
taking out of the Torah. He was fluent in
Hebrew and in the nusach. It was pleasure
to listen to his davening, he was full of con-
fidence.
Bennie Puterman, Glenhazel, Jhb

  

Mark Wade writes about “SA on the brink
of socio-economic collapse” in the Jewish
Report of June 15.

Most of the ills can be attributed to a
poor work ethic. The poor work ethic can in
turn be attributed to a racist law ie affirma-
tive action.  

Once workers’ jobs are guaranteed, wheth-
er it be by affirmative action or trade unions, 

  
 

there is insufficient incentive to perform.
This was the problem with the (erstwhile).
Communist system. It is human nature that
they don’t perform optimally unless there is a
challenger (to their jobs)

This even explains the high crime rate:
affirmative action in the police. Corruption
is a subject for another day.
John Brenner, Johannesburg

I’d like to respond to the letter in the SAJR
of Friday, June 15, “Jews from both sides
of the spectrum need to exercise tolerance “ 

It doesn’t matter if a Jewish person is
religious or not, the fact that this person
has a connection to Judaism from genera-
tions before makes this person Jewish, Hit-
ler (mach shemo) murdered all Jews, irre-
spective of whether they were religious or
not, as well as Reform Jews.

The late Professor Phillip Tobias was
best known internationally for his work on
human evolution and yet he regularly went 

to shul and was proudly Jewish. 
Orthodox Jews should remind them-

selves of Torah values such as  Ve Havata Le
Reacha Kamocha  -  “Love your fellow per-
son/Jew as you love yourself,” and “Do not
do to others what you do not want them to
do to you.” 

As long as you/we truly believe with all
your/our hearts in the Master of the Uni-
verse as the True One G-d, then you/we can
worship G-d as you/we see fit, Orthodox,
secular, Reform etc . 
Roni Lea, Johannesburg

FRANSMAN’S UTTERANCES SHOW HOW BANKRUPT ANC POLICIES ARE

DOES ANYBODY KNOW WHEREABOUTS OF ROBERT MILLER?

LOOKING FOR ROSALIND FEHLER

KIMBERLEY’S MEMORIAL ROAD SYNAGOGUE TURNS 110

Marius Fransman, Western Cape leader of
the ANC, demonstrates clearly just how
bankrupt the ANC’s policies are.

Instead of suggesting ways to overcome
unemployment and starvation in the region,
he and his cohorts propose to their constit-
uents that “the plight of the Palestinians is 

dear to local Muslims”.
Someone should tell him that when peo-

ple are hungry and unemployed, the only
thing on their mind is food and a job.

Fransman’s utterances are as devoid of
logic as the party he represents.
Nathan Cheiman, Northcliff, Jhb

JuIie Toblib of Killarney in Johannesburg,
is looking for Robert Miller, on behalf of a
friend, Peter Cohen. Robert is married to
Marion and they had two daughters at the
time Peter knew them (one of the daughters 

was called Natalie). Both the Cohens and the
Millers lived in 5th Avenue, Edenvale from
1976 - 1980. Peter and Robert formed a mu-
sic group Rope. Please contact Julie by e-mail
jultob@mweb.co.za.

Roni Snitcher of Cape Town - tel (021)
439-7440; (021) 551-3976; 082-908-3460
or e-mail rmsnitcher@gmail.com – writes
on behalf of her cousin, Haidene Val-
lance, nêe Meyers (telephone in Israel 

0097235790644), who is looking for her
cousin, Rosalind Fehler and Rosalind’s mar-
ried daughter, Debbie. Rosalind’s last known
address in Johannesburg was Sandringham
Gardens. Is any of our readers able to help?

On the weekend of August 9 - 12 (including the public
holiday of August 9), the African Jewish Congress in
conjunction with the country communities department
of the SAJBD and the committee of the Kimberly He-
brew Congregation, will host an exciting weekend of
activities to commemorate the 110th anniversary of the
Memorial Road Synagogue in Kimberly. 

Featuring a communal braai, tours of all the
major battlefi elds, museums and art galleries in
the area and a game drive, the weekend caters for
shomrei and non-shomrei Shabbat attendees and
also features a tour of cemeteries and a Hazikaron
ceremony. E-mail Jenni for information at jenni@
beyachad.co.za  

Looking for

Community Briefs

 

 

Well done to Chief Rabbi Warren Gold-
stein and the Sinai-Indaba team for a fan-
tastic event! 

The speakers were wonderful, the ven-
ue was spacious and the music at the end
added a nice final touch. 

It was not possible to hear all the speak-
ers, but I did want to comment on David
Weiss, a Torah Jew in Hollywood. He was
involved in Shrek 2 and The Smurfs movie
and infused some Jewish values into the 

script. 
 This contrasts to the violence, materi-

alism, promiscuity and foul language that
so often describe most of what Hollywood
produces.  

It is my hope that more Jewish values
of caring for our fellow person and living
towards a higher goal, will become more
prevalent in movies, shows, songs and the
arts and media in general. 
Michele Engelberg , Johannesburg
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